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AuTHnouRrt's 


PREFACE 


Need mot tell the well 
J diſpiſed Reader , there be- 

ing ſo much ſaid and writ 

continually in this Argu- 
ment, how natural and neceſſa- 
ry i 1s for all rational Creatures, 
#0 look back upon all occaſions to 
the Author of their being ; that 
they may make him their hearty 
acknowledgements for all the be- 
nefits they have received from 
him, and fſlill recommend them- 
ſelves and all their concerns , to 


A} bis 
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his continued Grace and good 
Providence. Nor ſhall I 00 As 
bout to ſhow how much the Pub- 
lick Service of GOD in his own 
Houſe, is to be preferred before 
the private Devotion of Families 
at home there being no reaſon, 
as far as I underſland, to make 
the latter neceſſary » but only be- 
cauſe, in moſt places, Chriſtian 
People cannot meet together , at 
the Church , every day Morning 
and Evening, to give to GOD the 
glory that is due unto, bis 


Name, 


My buſineſs is to deſire him 
t remember, how natural it is 
likewiſe to all mankind to take 
ſuch good advice. beſore-hand , 
Og when 
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when they have any petitions or 
thanks to prefer unto earthly gods . 
as . that they may be delivered 
na decent and orave form of 
words , as well as after a reve- 
rend manner : and to conſider 
therefore , with what ſober and 
prudent care all thoſe expreſſions 
ought to be weighed , wherein- 
they preſent the bumble ueſires 
and oprateful affeflions of their 
hearts, t the miſt High GOD, - 
the eternal Majeſly of Heaven - 
and Earth. 


It hath not proved I 'am ſure 
an honour to Religim , that men 
have learnt to b leſs ſolicitous 
about the one, than they are a- 
bout the other. But ſuch have 
A. 4, been--. 
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been the licentious rambles of 
their fancy in ſuddain Prayer , (0 
bold and rude have their deſcri- 
pions been of Almighty God, (o 
raſh their affirmations concern- 
ing him or Concerning them- 
ſelves, and. ſo many untrue or 
doubtful things have they utter- 
ed, that it is ſufficient, in my 
poor judgement , to blaſt the cre- 
dit of that way of addreſs 1 him, 
as it hath done, alas! with to 
many , the credit of Chriſtian 
Piety , which hath ſuffered extream- 
ly by ſuch extravagance. 


1 know there are preat num- 
bers that will be al to oppaſe 
me in this particular , with whom 
I lift not to diſpute in this ſhort 

Pre- 


S many 
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Preface. Let me only beſeech 
them to uſe ſo much moderation; 
as not to diſcourage honeſt-heart- 
ed People from performing their 
duty to GOD, by diferacing any 
longer , as they have been wont t® 
do, all Book-Prayers. Which if 
they have not the advantage ( as 
1 think they have) of ſuddain 
conceptions and expreſſions , yet 
are ſo neceſſary in the Church, 
that without them many Perſons 
cannot pray at all, And | hope 
they will confeſs , upm due deli- 
beration , that though ſome few 
may have attained an habit of 
uttering their deſires freely , and 
becomingly upon any occaſion , yet 
8s the uſe of it before others is 
too apt to miniſter to pride, Tain- 

ES] ghoryn 
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lory ; and ſelf-conceit ; ſo moſi 
Fel are. ſo. defeflive. both in 
their conceptions and utterance. , 
as not to be able to diſcharge this. 
holy duty. as they ought , without 
ſuch aſfiflance as is here offered. 


them, 


How- well have performed. 
what I have undertaken, I muſt 
leave. to the. judgement of- others. 
I. am ſure I have proceeded with 
deliberation ;- and ſtudied faith- 
fully to avoid all affefled ex- 
preſſions , famaſtical alluſrons , 
inſunificant- allegaries , pretended 
wit , and elegant converſims of 
ſentences., and raſh. applicatim of 
che. boly Scripture 1 my preſent 
purpoſe. which have been the 


TiCess.. 
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pices perh p 1 of ſome forms » 
though not G frequently, as -well- 
as. of mens baſly inventions, 


I have laboured alſo to- grati- 
fie the Reader with ſame varie-- 
ty ; not becauſe I think it" is al-- 
ways. beſt to uſe it, but becauſe 
ſome weak and ſqueamiſh © ap-- 
petites. will not be | ſatufied 
without it, And beſides Prayers 
for Families, I have compoſed 
a great many . other for particu- 
lar perſons., wherein. if I have 
failed in- the clearneſs and. per- 
ſpionity .of my expreſſions , it was 
much againſt my -will : and be- 
ing admoniſhed of it by my friends, 
I will reform it , or any thing elſe- 
that is amiſs. 

Eut 


T he Preface. 
But the lergth , or the brevity 


of the Prayers ſure will not be 
accuſed , becauſe there are of 
bath forts; that they who like 
not the one, may make uſe of the 
other. 


Some , I doubt not, will com- 
plain that they find not a Prayer 
for ſome - particular want of 
theirs, not here named , but 
that's a defe® which could not | 
be remedied. For I knew not 
where to ſlop, if I had extended 
my thoughts beyond thoſe neceſſi- 
ties which are moſl common ; 
and the reſt, I hope, may be rea- 
ſonably well ſupplied cut of that | 
which I have dome to ſerve the 
__r _ 
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It is poſſible alſo that ſome 
may judge this whole Work to 
be but a needleſs labour : fince 
they have the Book of Common 
Prayers at hand, which they can 
uſe at home , as well as in the 
Church. With theſe perſons 1 
ſhall not contend ; but only deli- 
ver my opinion freely about this 
matter. Which is, that the re- 
werence due to that Book will 'be 
beſt preſerved, by employing it 
only in the publick Divine Ser- 
vice; Or mM the private , Where 
there is a Prieſt to officiate. 
Howerer , the deſign of it 1s not 
to furniſh the People with Pray- 
ay, for all thoſe particular OC = 
caſions , wherein devout fouls 
would make their requeſls to GOD. 
"4122 RES OR 
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And the conflant opinion of pi- 


ous Divines , in this and in 0- 
ther Churches, we ſee , by their 
writizgs , hath been. ; that other 
Books of Prayers, which they 
have compoſed , are neceſſary. for 
the Flock of Chriſt., beſides their 
publick Liturgie. | 


That which remains, it only- 


to intrea thoſe who will make 
uſe of this Book which is here 
tendered to them-, Firſt, to ſtir 
up their hearts to offer their 
Praiſes , T hankſgivings _— 
Prayers unto GOD our heavenly 
Father , with fervent devotion 
of ſpirit. Aud then, mot 10 
imagine ' the reading them out of 
8. Bak it any. hindrance to Des 


Vorn; 


— - do att. a. 
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wotion ; but rather a conſideras- 
ble help, and much better than 
truſting the. memory even. with a 
fam. For a mans. mind bath 
nathing to do, when. he bath the 
words before his eyes ;, but whol. 
ly to intend it ſelf , to the raiſin 
of its affeftions. unto the _ 

ight and ardency of deſire, and-: 
love, and joy, that it. is able. 


But take heed , I beſeech you, 
in the laſt place ; leſt the perfor- 
mance of theſe holy duties, with- 
ſame affefion , deceive you into 
the neglet of all the reſt. Our 
Prayers will. be. fruitlef , if they. 
be not- attended with our ſeri- 
our ſtudy. aud earneſt labour, to 
attain_ that which we beſeech God 
to 
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ro beſlow upon us. And there- 
fore with a ſincere hatred of all 
ſm, and a ſpirit armed with 
hearty reſolutim againſt it , in- 
woke the Divine Grace for your 


aſſiſlance. 


If you be true Chriſtian Soul- 
diers , that manfully fight un- 
der the banner of our Lord, 
call to him for aid, with your 
weapons in your hand. With a 
mind bent to conſider, deſire God 


to enlighten you. And with an 


heart ſtored with the treaſures of 
Divine Truth, beſeech him wv 
quicken and enliven you, And 
with chſe and urgent applicaii- 
ons of them to your heart, en- 
rreat bim to enable you 10 form 
1 0 EE 1: and 
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and ſhape your whole man, pi- 
rit , ſoul and body , according to 
them. Fir GOD is not hard to 
be entreated , fince he entreats 
uw to come to him, yea gives a 
great deal of his grace without 
athing : but it is the faintneſs 
or inconſlancy of our endeavours 
zo comply with his grace , and our 
own petitions , that makes them no 
more prevalent. 


They that had no other Dire- 
For , but the light of their own 
minds, ſaw x3 well enough , 
and were ſo ſenſible of this wut, 
that they were wont publickly to 
declaim ( as we find in Ariſti- 
des his Oration to the Rhodians 
concerning Concord ) againſt the 


abſurd 


The Preface. 
abſurd folly of thoſe; who 


2-0 i, Were perpetually im- 
Have - bye- portuning the Gods 
zanr + 8% with their Prayers, but 
would do nothing for them- 
felves; no, not thoſe things 
which they knew the Gods 
had put in their power. 


And in the ſame manner De- 
moſthenes in one of his Philip- 
picks , chides the Greeks ; com- 
paring them to men, who ſecing 
great Hail-ſtones fall upon 
their heads, _ that they 
might be preſerved in ſafety; 
but would not run. away to fe- 
cure themſelves from harm: 


And. therefore Clemens A- 
lexandrinus 
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lexandrinus, juſily commends the 
wiſdom of thoſe, who _ 
made the Laws of the fa- —_— 
mour Olympick Com- 
bats : By which he that entred 
the hſis, having for a long time 
before exerciſed his bil to; 
ſeats y aflivity, was ordered 
before he began to contend for the 
Prize, to ſland right over 4« 
gainſt the Statue of Jupiter » 
and to ſay this Prayer. O 
GOD; it I am m all regards 
duly fitted and prepared, as L 
ought, for this Combate ; 
vouchlafe, in thy righteous 
judgement , to grant the vi- 
tory to me. Even fo, ſaith he, 
may a: man chearfully approach 
to God, who, faithfully and with 
a. 
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a good conſcience, doth all 
that he can both to learn his 
will, and to exerciſe himſelf 
in good works, that are pleaſing 
to him: for he ſhall have all 
that can be wiſht for the perfect- 
ing of his Salvation. Juſt as a 
Phyſician ( as he goes on ) re- 
ſtores health to thoſe, who 
co-operate with his medicines : 
ſo will GOD give his cternal 
ſalvation ; : to them who work 
together with him, both unto 
knowledge , and unto well 
doing. 


As for thoſe who do not live 
well, it is plain , ſaith he in anc- 
Lib. 6 ther place , that they do 
Strom. Mot ſo much as know what 


things 


=, 
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things are moſt profitable for 


themſelves. And if ſo , then 
it is manifeſt likewiſe that they 
cannot tell how to pray to GOD 
to recerve good things from him, 
bring ignorant of what is good 
Or if they ſhould receive them, 
they would have no ſenſe at all of 
the gift , nor uſe it according to its 
ws and dignity ; and that 
for the wery ſame reaſom, be- 
cauſe they underſiand not its 


value. 


' Inſpire therefore, O God 
of all Grace, I moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee, both my 
heart and the hearts of all 
others who ſhall read this 
Book , with ſuch a godly 
2 . - 2_ 
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will, to endeavour zealouſly 
in all things to do what 18 
well plealing in thy light ; 


that we may comfortably ex- 


pe&t the conſtant and power- 
ful preſence of thy holy Spt- 
Tit with us, to help us in 
the performance of our duty, 


till we have perfecied hol: 


nels in thy fear. And the 
ſincerity of that love to thee; 
which we profeſs in our 


Prayers, being teltihed by an 


unwearied -obſervance of all 


thy commands; we may be 
able alſo to wait with an 
humble confidence for thy 
ſalvation : who halt grad- 
oully promiſed to reward 


our weak and ſhort obedi- 


ENCE 
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ence in this life, with in- 
conceiveable and endleſs joys 
in a better World. Amen. 


[mprimatar, 


Sam. Parker R"* in Chri. 


Ex £dib JJ Patri ac Domino, 


Lambeth D'* Gilber to Ar chiep. 
Ofob 2r. 
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On the 
LOUKUDS DAY 


In the 


MORN IN 6G. 


Lmighty and Eternal 
God, the Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth: we thy 
Creatures are here pro- 
ſtrate before Thee, to 

exprels our Ilnumble and grateful 

ſenſe of our dependence on thee ; to 
honour thee with our Praiſes, and 

Thankſgivings, and an hearty obla- 

tion of our ſelves, our Soals and Bo- 

dies, to thy ſervice. VVe are un- 
worthy, we confels, to be admit- 
ted to ſpeak unto thy Majeſty, nor 

B can 


— 
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can our thoughts or words add any | 


thing to thy greatnels, happinels and 
glory: but fince thou art pleaſed in 
thy infinite goodneſs todo us the ho- 
nour, notonly to admit, but to in- 
vite our addreſſes unto thee, that 
our ſpirits may be betrered by lifting 
up themſelves to thee from whom 
we come, by meditating thy prailes, 
by exciting our love, and paying 
our acknowledgments to thee; we 
moſt humbly and thankfully receive 
this thy great grace and favour to- 
wards us. Remembring wathal,that 
it is but juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould pay thee our vows which we 
madethe laſt night, being fo graci- 
, oully raxed up in ſoundnels of body 
and mind, to ſee- the light of rhus 
day, which our Saviour hath made, 
that we may be glad and rejoyce 
therein. 

We laud and: magnihe therefore 
.thy moſt holy Name, thy infinite 
Power, Wiſdom and Bounty; whuch 


.all the world prockaims with the 
higheſt 
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| higheſt praiſes. We blefs thee in 


behalf of all thy creatures, as well 
as of our ſelves ( to whom thou haſt 
tven dominion over the 

works of thy hands) tor the _ 145. 15» 
exes of all look unto thee, 

and thou giveſt them their meat in due 
ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thy hand, and ſa- 
tisfieſt the defire of every living thing. 
But above all we acknowledge thy 
ineſrimable benefits beſtowed upon 
mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, the Sun of 
thy Love, whom thou walt pleaſed, 
ic thy infinite mercy, to ſend among 
us in our own likeneſs, to aſſure us 
of thy good will towards us, and to 
inftruct us in our duty towards thee, 
and to give us hope of no lels than 
immortal life, by patient continu- 
ance in well doing. 

We remember with all thankful- 
neſs his miraculous Birth, at which 
the Angels rejoyced ; his moſt holy 
Lite; his bitter Agony, and bloody 
Death ; his glorious Reſurrection up- 


on this day from the grave; his 


B z Aſcen- 


Aſcenſion into the heavens, to ſit on 
the right hand of the Majeſty on 
high ; his Triumph over all the 
powers of darknels ; and his Sove- 
reign Dominion over all Angels, Au- 
thorities and Powers, 
whom thou haſt made 
{ſubje&t to him. O'God, how great 
was thy love to the ſinful ſons of 
-men! which moved thee to paſs by 


1 Pet, 3. wit, 


ſuch innumerable - offences, where-. 


by they had provoked thy ſevereſt 
-diſplealure. How great was that 
love! which hath honoured our mor- 
tal nature with ſo high a glory ; and 
.committed the care of our immortal 
ſouls to one ſo mighty to ſave, and 
ſo full of kindneſs, and moſt tender 
.charity toward us. O the __ 
.of thy love! which hath choſen us 
-to be thy ſons and heirs, together 
with Chriſt Jeſus; and ſet ſuch an 
'high Prieſt over thy houſe and fami- 
ly, to make interceſhon for us, to 
diſpenſe all divine bleſings to us, 


and ſend forth Angels themſelves 
| | to 
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to be miniſtring ſpirits. for thew 
who ſhall be heirs of fal- RR 

vation. Who can under- FOO 
ſtand the exceeding riches of thy. 
grace 1n —_— the Holy Ghotlt to - 
be a. witnels of our Saviours Relur- 
retion and Exaltation ; and to make- 
us-abound in hape, that we 
ſhall be one day railed 
from the dead, and carried to hea- 


Rom, 15. 13. 


re-. ven, and keep a perpetual reſt, af- 


ter 0ar- ſhort labours here, with our: 
bleſſed Lord and Maiter, in hus eter- 
nal glory ! 

O that we could begin it this day, 
indevout Meditations of theſe things, 
in unſpeakable joy and ſatisfaction” 
of heart in the aſſured hope and ex- 
pectation cf them, and in bleſſing» 
and praiſing thee, who haſt given us 
ſuch good hope , and everlaſting 
conſolation. Lift up our minds, we: 
pray thee, this morning , above all: 
theſe little things here below, which 
are apt .to diſtra&t our thoughts, and 
tura away .our eyes from that hea- 

B' 3 venly 


venly bliſs. And keep them above 
in the ſerious contemplation of it; 
till we be 1n love with it, and our 
hearts be fully bent and refulved to 
{eek 1t every day in thole ways 
wherein Jeſus hath gone betore us, 


though it ſhould be with the lols of all 


that we here poſſeſs. It is but meet 
and fit that we ſhould wholly quit our 
own will, and devote our ſelves. to 
follow thine ; eſpecially ſince thou 
hat ſhown ſuch unuſual kindneſs to- 
wards us, 25, it we had been inno- 
cent, we durſt not have preſumed t9 
cxpect from thee. 

We are aſham'd, O Lord, to think 
that ever we have diſobeyed thee, to 
whom we ſtand fo deeply indebted, 
both as we are thy creatures, and as 
we are nd by the precious 
blood of thy Son Jeſus. It grieves 


us, : that we have tranſgreſſed any 


of thy righteous and googl Laws, by 
which it is our happineſs as well as 
our duty to be govern'd. We ab- 
hor the thoughts of ever breaking 
them 
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them any more: befceching not on- 
ly thy gracious pardon, but thy ac- 
ceptance of our intire reſolution to- 
agree with thy Will in all things, for 
the time to come. We here again' 
moſt ſolemaly dedicate all rhe 
powers of our {ouls and bodies tothy 
ſervice: defiring unteignedly that 
all the thoughts and deſigns of our 
minds, all the affections and patſhons 
ofour hearts, and all the actions of 


-our. life and converſation may be 


pure . holy and unreproveable in thy 
light. . 

For which end we moſt humbly 
implore the afliſtance- of thy 
ſpirit, which our Lord hath in- 
couraged us to hope thou wilt give 
to thoſe, that ask and feek it with 
their whole heart. O ler thy mer- 
cy be upon us according to thy 
word, according as our hope is in 
thee, and our hearts fincerely and 
ltedfaſtly ſet to keep thy Command- 
ments. Search ws, O God, ,,, __ 
and know our hearts: try 24. «ape 


B 4 ts, 
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ts , and know our thoughts, And ſee 
if there be any way of wickeaneſs: in 
#s, and lead us in the way everlaſt- 
ing. F:ll our minds with awful and 
reverend thoughrs of Thee, as our 
Sovereign Lord and Judge. Settle 
in us an immutable love to. Thee ; 
and the higheft efteem of thy ta- 
vour and grace, as better than lite it 
ſel That ſo we may ſtudy above 
all things to approve our very 
hearts, and all our actions to thee; 
end teet the ſenſe of thy acceptance 
of us, giving us greater pleaſure, 
than all the world can afford us. 
Make it our delight to praiſe thee, 
to call to mind thy loving kindnels, 
to offer to thee the ſacrifice of thank(- 
giving, and to meditate on thy pre- 
cious promiſes. Help us to take heed 
to our ſelves,left our hearts 
be. at any time avercharged 
with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs , and 
the inordinate cares of this 


Luk. 21. 34. 
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tion without covetouſneſs, and 10 he 
conr 


life : To have our converſa- 
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content with ſuch things as we have * 
To poſſeſs our bodies in 
ſanitification and honour * 
To love eur neighbours as Rom. 13. 9. 
our ſelves; And as we 

would that others -ſhould Math.7, 12, 
do to 14s, to do even ſo to 
them: To live peaceably, 
a much as in us tyeth, 
with all men: To put on "3-4 
the ornament of a meek 
and quiet ſpirit : To take 
thoſe who have ſpoken in the name of- 
our Lord, for an example of - ſuſfering 
affiiftion,and of patience : 
and when we ſuffer as 
Chriſtians, not to be aſhamed, but to gle- 
rifie thee our God on this behalf. 

And accept, good Lord, .of all 
the rn and acknowledgements + 
of all thy People met this-day to- 
gether, according to thy wall : and: 
aſſiſt us -to render -thee -{till more: 
hearty . and affectionate praiſes , in' | 
that holy Aſſembly, to which we are 
going -to .joyn our ſelves.. - O that 
B:5 all 


1 Thel. 4. 4. 


Rom. 12, 18, 


Jam. $+ 12, 


2 P.t. 4. 36s * 
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all people on the face of the earth 
were united together, likewiſe, in 
one body to ſhew forth thy praile. O 
that thy way were known upon 
earth; thy ſaving health among all 
Nations. And that all Chriſtian 
Kings eſpecially, may be filled with 
thy holy Spirit; and think it their 
Crown and their Glory, to be the 
devout worſhippers and faithful ſub- 
jects of the Lord Jeſus, the King of 
Kings, and the Lord of lords. O rhat 
thy Prieſts may be cloath- 
ed with righteouſneſs, and 
thy Saints ſhout aloud for joy, Thatall. 
who are in diſtreſs and miſery may 
rejoyce allo, in hope that all afflictr 
ons thall turn to their good, and f- 
Heb. 12.1, Ferwaras jield the peacc- 
: able fruit of righteouſneſs. 

© Lord, hear us; and make thy 
face toſhinc upon thy fervants : that | 
we may enter into thy gates with 
thankſgiving, and into thy courts with 
praiſe: that we may be thankful 
wnto thee, and bleſs. thy _—_ 
or 


Plal, 132, 9. 
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For the Lord is good; his mercy is 
everlaſting : and his 
truth endureth to all gene- 
YAFIONS, 


ICO, 4 $. 


Our Father, ec. 


Au ro —_—— — ————— 


ft N'tz h [4 o 


Lord moſt high; the Holy 

One, who inhabiteſt Eternity, 

who only haſt immortality, and art 
moſt blefled in thy own tncompre- 
henſible perie&ions. Thou art to 
be feared and loved, and worſhipped 
and praifed, by us and all reaſonable 
creatures, who have any knowledge ; 
how great, how mighty, how: wiſe 
and merciful thou art. All thy 
works praiſe thee, O Lord, and we 
more eſpecially ought to bleſs thee; 
whom thou haſt made to underftand 
thy moſt adorable excellencies, 
which are far beyond the higheſt of 
all our thoughts. And we have yct 
»* a 
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a more particular obligation to thee, 
tor thy marvailous love in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, whom thou haſt ſent in great hu- 
mility to viſit us, who are byt duſt 
and aſhes; to make his abode among 
us ; to teſtifie thy great love to us; 
and aſſure. us of thy good will, not- 
withſtanding our many offences ; and 
to.make us exceeding great and preci- 
ous promiſes, to invite us to approach 
thee, and to: incourage our obedi- 


ence to thee. We thank thee that ” 


he hath ſealed them with his bloud; 
and thou haſt confirmed them by his 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, and the 
coming of the holy Ghoſt;& that thou 
haſt given. us ſo many happy opportu- 
nities to. acquaint our ſelves with the 


crath and purity of the Chriſtian Re- | 


l1g1on: which comforts us in this ſtate 
ot mortality and miſery , with: the 
bleſſed hope of eternal life. 

Bleſſed be thy goodneſs for that 
great conſolation ; and that thou 
haſt ſhown us the way to. it by his 
doctrine and example.; and afſlred 

| us 


_—_ 
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us of the aſſiſtance of thy holy Spi- 
rit to inable us to follow after .him, 
to that glory which he. poſſeſſes. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, that we 
have felt it io often in our minds and 
hearts ; inſpiring us with holy 
thoughts ,. exciting 1n us devout at- 
fections and godly reſolutions, filling 
us with Divine Joys, and with com- 
fortable expeatians of the glory 
that ſhall be revealed. We thank 
thee, that thou haſt permitted us 
this day to attend upon thee, toge- 
ther with our Chriſtian Brethren, in 
the publick Duties of thy Worſhip 
and Service. And that there we 
have received any good inſtructions, 
any holy exhortations, and Chriſti- 
an incouragements , to proceed and 
go forward in the courſe of well 
doing: and have begun 1n any mea- 
ſure that eternal reſt, which we wait 
for with all the faithful, when we 
ſhall praiſe, and thank, and love thee 
our heavenly Father, better than we 
can do now, whilſt we are in theſe 


frail 


: 


. 
'T 
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frail bodies, and abſent from the 


Lord. . 

We can do no lefs than offer up 
agait our ſouls and bodies to thee, 
to be order'd and govern'd by thy 
bleſſed Will, and not our own: that 
ſowe may be every day more pre- 
pared for that happy ftate, and draw 
nearer and nearer 1n the diſpoſition 
and temper of our ſpirits, to that im- 
mortal blefledneſs. Ir is our fatisfa- 
&ion, our {ecurity, the ecale and joy 
of our hearts, to be under the con- 
duct of thy unerring wiſdom ; ' to 


follow thy counſels, and to be de- | 


termined 1n all things by thy holy 
Will: who art io good, and haſt 
given us fuch large demonſtrations 
of thy abundant kindneſs and = 
will tous, as will not let us diſtruſt 
thy tender care of us; whatſoever 
it 15 thou wouldeſt have us do or 
fuffer in this worid. O God, purite 
our minds and thoughts more per- 
featly, that we may never concelve 
amus of thee ; but have right _ 

. henſions 
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henſions in all things: and all our 
paſſions and affections likewiſe, that 
we may intirely love thee; and re- 
joyce in being beloved of thee; and 
humbly contide in thee; and ab- 
ſolutely reſign our ſelves to thee ; 
and be filled with conftant devoti- 
on towards thee, our Almighty Cre- 
ator, and moſt merciful Redeemer. 
Poſſeſs our hearts with ſuch alively 
ſenſe of our relation to thee in both 
relpe&ts, and ofthe honour thou haſt 
done us in preferring us ſo much 
above the reſt of our fellow crea- 
tures; that we may ever behave 
our ſelves ſuitably to the dignt- 
ty of our Nature, and of our Reli- 
gion, 

Othat we- may never degenerate 
into a baſe and unworthy love of any 
thing here below: nor- be oppreſſed: 
with the burden of the cares of this. 
hfe: nor ſink under the weight of 
any affliction: nor. be vainly puffed 
up withthe greateſt fulnefs of earth- 
ly goods, if thou art. pleaſed to be- 
ſftow 


ſtow them on us. But aſſiſt us with 
thy grace, to abhor that 
which is evil, and cleave 
to that which is good, Diſpoſe us to 
a diſcreet and temperate uſe of all 
the pleaſures of this world. Indue 
us with true modeſty and humility of 
ſpirit , that we may zot think of our 
ſelves morehighly than we 

_ 12. » 10» ought to think ; but think 
ſoberly , according to the 
meaſure which thou hait dealt unto us, 
Keep us from being wiſe in our own 
conzeits : and inable us ſo to order 
our ſelves, that our moderation may 


Rom, 12. Os 


be known to all men. Make. 


Phil. 4. 5. , , 
wn us - kinaly. affettionea one 


to axother in brotherly love : To de 
light in doing good ; to ſhew all meek- 
neſs to all men To render 
to all their dues : Tribute 
to- whom tribute is aut, 
cuſtom to whom cuttom , fear to whom 


Tit. 3- 2, 
Rom. 13, 7.8. 


fear , honour to whom: honour : and to 


owe no man any thing, but to love one 


azother, Make us lo happy; that we 


may 
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may be able to. /ave owr enemies, to 
bleſs thoſe that _ us, to 
do good to them that hate 
us, to rejoyce with them 
that do rejoyce, and weep with them 
that weep. Compole our ſpirits to a 
quiet and ſteady dependence on thy 
good providence ; that we may not 
take too much thought for our life , 
nor . be —_— for any — 
thing : but by prayer and II 
ſupplication with thankſpi- 
ving, F#till make known our requeits to 
thee our (God, And help us to pray 
alway, and not faint: In Tuk.18, 3 
every thing to grove thanks, 
and offer up the ſacrifice 
of praiſe continually : To Heb. 13. 15. 
paſs the time of our ſojour- 1 Pete 1.17, 
ning here in fear : Tobe- mom 5.2. 
lieve thoſe things which we 

ao not ſee , and to rejoyce 

it hope of thy glory . To Luk, 21.19» 
poſſeſs aur ſouls in pati- 
ence: And to learn in 


whatſoever tate we are, therewith to 
be 


Matth, 5. 44. 


Rom, 12, 15. 


Phil, 4. 6. 


x The. 5. 13, 


Phil. 4, 11,12. 


be content: Make us know both how 
to be abaſed, and how to abound : eve- 
ry where, and in all things inſtruct us, 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to ſuffer need: being in- 
abled to do all things through Chriſt 
which ſfrengtheneth #s, That we feel 
ing the joys of uprightneſs and inte- 
grity of heart ; our Religion may be 
the greateſt comfort and pleafure to 
us, and we our ſelves an ornament to 
our Religion, 


O that we could alway by an inno- 
cent, good and uſeful lite, commend. 
the Doctrine of God, our Saviour, 


to thoſe who converſe with us: And 
that the light of all Chriſtians did 


ſo ſhine before men, that others be- 


holding their good works, might be. 


moved to glorifie thee, and hearti- 
ly to believe on the Lord Jeſus, 
Send forth thy Light and thy Truth 
into all the dark corners of the 
Earth: That all Kings 

Plal.72.11,122 may fall down before him, 
""_ and all Nations ſerve _ 
nd 
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And indue them whom thou haſt 
placed 1n ſuch high Authority over 
others with that divine Spirit which 
was in him: that they may aetzver 
the needy when he crieth ; the poor alſo, 
and him that hath zo helper, That they 
may ſpare the poor and needy, and ſave 
and redeem their ſoul from deceit aud 
violence 3 and their blood may be preci- 
ous in their ſight. 

Bleſs theſe Kingdoms wherein we 
live; and as thou hait long continu- 
ed to us the knowledge. of thy 
Truth:. {o give us grace to bring 
forth. fruith becoming the. Goſpel ;; 
that thou mayſt not cut us down as 
barren trees, which cumber the 
ground. Lord, {ave the King, and 
eſtabliſh his Throne in yg 
that we may ſee many happy days 
under his government: and be com- 
forted now after the time 
that thou haſt plagued us ; 
and for the years wherein we have ſuf- 
fered adverſity. Proſper the pious 
endeavours of all thoſe, that faith- 
fully 


Pal. 90. 15, 
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fully feed and inſtru&t thy. People ; 
and- increaſe the number of them. 
O- that the. ſeed which hath been 
ſown this Day, may take deep-root 
in all our hearts, and: bring forth 
iruit abundantly : that being not for- 
getful hearers, but doers of 
the work, we may be all 
bleſſed iz our deed. Help us 1n all the 
week following, to ſet 4 
watch before our mouth ; 
and to keep the door of our lips, Pre- 
ſerve us that our heart incline not to 
any evil thing, to prattiſe wicked works, 
with men that work iniquity : but we 

may be always followers 
1 Pet, 3+ 13, of that which 1s good; 
and as we have received 
how we ought to walk and 
pleaſe thee our. Goa, ſo we may a- 
bound more and more. 

Prote& us, we beleech thee, and 
all our friends every. where , this 
night. Grant. us quiet and undi- 
ſturbed reft and ſleep: and awaken 
in the morning theſe good Gongone 
an 


Jam.1, 25,26. 


Plal. 141+ 3, 4+ 


3- Thel. 4. 1, 
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and deſires again -1n our hearts ; 
that the words of our Sa- 
wviowr may abide in us, 
and we is him ; #1ll we come to end 
leſs life together with him ; * 
whom we are incouraged-thus to ad- 
dreſs -our ſelves unto thee, and- to 
continue to pray, as he hath ranght 
us in his holy Goſpel, ſaying, 


Fob. 15. 7. 


Ozr Father, $&c. 


A ſhorter form of Prayer for the Lords 
day e Morning. 


Moſt holy and eternally Bleſſed, 
() The heaven, and the 
heaven-of heavens is thine, 
the earth alſo with all that therein ts. 
Thou -art every where, and -canſt 
not be excluded from any place: but 
art preſent to the greateſt ſecrets of 
our ſouls, and iceſt the cloſeſt and 
moſt retired thoughts of our hearts. 
Thon knoweſt very well with what 
| deligns 


Dewt. 10, 14, 


be deceived by any words that we 
are able to ſpeak 1n thy praiſe, whilſt 
our hearts are far from thy tcar and 
love. | 

Behold, O Lord, our hearts are 
full with delires to be poſſeſſed with 
a mighty reverend fenle of thee, and 
all the benefits thou haſt beſtowed 
on us: and to be lifted up to Hea- 
veninlove to thee, and joy 1n thee, 
whiltt we bleſs and praiſe thee, and 
{peak good of thy Name. We here 
remember with all humility and 
thankfulnels, that thou art our Crea- 
tor. And acknowledge thy care ard 
providence over thy ancient people 
in bleſſing and ſanctifying a day, 
wherein thou thy ſelf reſtedſt from 
thy works, that they might ceale 
from all other imployments ; and 
admire thy wondertul works, ex: 
tcl thy power, bleſs thy good- 
neſs,. and be aſtoniſhed at thy 
wiſdom, in - making, prelerving, 
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deligns and affections we now bow ' 
our telves before thee, and can{t not : 


& ; 
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adorning and governing this excel- 
lent frame of the world. The hea- 
vens declare thy glory, O) God, and the 
firmament ſheweth thy handy-work. 
The Sun, the Moon, and all the 
hoſt of Heaven proclaim the great- 
nels and ſplendor of thy Majelty, 
The whole earth is full of thy rich good- 
neſs : ſors the great and 
wide ſea, wherein are 
things moving innumerable, both ſmall 
and great living creatures, There is 
nothing but what ſpeaks of thee ; and 
above all, the children of men, whom 
thou haſt wonderfully made, and cu- 
riouſly wrought, and impreſſed with 
thine own Image ; that they might 
underſtand thee, and love thee, in 
all and above all things. 

The variety, the order, the ſted- 
faltne(s of all thy works in this grear 
world, abundantly utter thy ado- 
rable perfections.But thou,O Lord, by 
thy goodneſs in giving thy Son for 
us, and then railing him up from the 


plal, 104. 24, 


dead, and ſetting him at thy right 


hand 
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wonder and praiſe; and conſecrated 
a Letter reſt .and holy-day -of re- 
joycing ; wherein we thould behold 


the glories of another world, and | 


have before our eyes the happineſs 
thou intendeſt for. us there, together 
with all the excellent means which 


lead unto it. Thou giveſt us occali- | 


on not only to reflect upon all the 
good things thou haſt provided tor 
our bodies ; (which we can never ac- 
knowledge enough ; the very health 
and eaſe of one Day deſerving te 
thankfulneſs of many) but we mutt 
allo remember , that we are thy re- 
deemed ones, and that thou haſt 
done great things for our 4ouls in 
thy Son Jeſus, who 41s entred into 


rhe heavens for us, and gone to pre- | 


pare a reſting place for all thoſe that 
tollow ham, This exceeding riches 
of thy grace infinitely ſurpaſles all 
our acknowledgements ; 1ince all 
the prailſcs we are able to render 
thee, are lels than is due for thy 
tem- 


| 


| 


hand, haſt given us new matter of | 


| 
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temporal bleſſings. To this love we 
owe the knowledge of thee; the true 
and only God ; our freedom from I- 
dolatry, and a vain converiation ; the 
true Principles of holy living ; the 
benefit of repentance 3 the pro- 
miſe of a pardon ; the afliſtance of 


_ thy holy Spirit ; the miniſtry of thy 


Angels ; the hope of immortal life ; 
and the pledges our Lord hath left 
us of his endleſs love. To this we 
owe thy forbearance in the days of 
our ignorance ; thy unwearied pa- 


| tience towards us ina continued re- 


bellion ; and thy earneſt intreaties of 
us, when we were paſſionately bent 
upon our own deſtruction. Thou 
haſt ſent us, in much love, many holy 
Inſtructors and Guides, to bleſſednefſs. 


| We have had the benefit of ſundry 


pious Sermons , good Examples, 
wholeſome admonitions, and ſerious 
counſels, of the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and divers reſtraints of fear, 
and ſhame, and love: and thou ſtill 
purſueſt us with thy merciful kind- 

ue neſs, 


neſs,and beſcecheſt us to attend to thy 
call, and receive thy bleflings, and 


make thee our choice, and be eter- | 


nally happy in thy Divine favour 
and likeneſs, What ſhall we ren- 
der tothe Lord for all his benefits to- 
wards us? 

O help us-to manifeſt our real 
and unfeigned deſires to make ſome 
worthy returns. to thee, by our care- 
ful improvement of the holy op- 
-portunity which thou this Day put- 
teſt into -our hands. -O that our 
minds may be more inlightned to un- 
.derſtand the truth, as 4t 1s in Jeſus; 
that -our wills may be more ſedfaft- 
ly reſolved to cleave unto it ; that 
our affetions may be excited to a 
ſtronger and more ardent love to 
thee, and to a greater delight an 
thee; and all the powers of our fouls 
diſpoſed to ſerve 'thee at all other 
times, more cheerfully and readily, 
in all the Duties of Piety, Sobernels 
Righteouſneſs and Mercy. So that 
every Day may become anholy reſt 
to 
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to the Lord ,” by cealing to do evil, 
and conſtantly doing well: and we 
may gloritie thee throughout our 
whole life; 1a all our a&ions fow- 
ing forth thy praiſes, who 

haft called us out of dark. * —— 
zeſs into thy marvailous light, accord- 
ing to thy abundant mercy in Chriſt 
Jelus. By whom thou haſt given us 
2 good hope in Thee, that thou 
wilt hear our Prayers, and do for 
us above all that we can ask or 
think; which we humbly beg in 
thoſe holy words, which he hath 
taught us, ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


> — 


Another at Night. 


Moſt bleſſed for evermore; the 
Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all Comfort. How precious 
are thy: thoughts to us-ward ? how 
, © 4 great 
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great is the ſum of them ? Thou re- 
newelt thy favours continually, and 
art ſtill pouring upon us innumera- 
-ble benefits : of which this is not 
the leaſt, that thou giveſt us leave 
to come into thy preſence, to call 
thee Father, and to make known 
.our requeſts to thee, by prayer and 
{upplication with thankigiving. We 
accept , O Lord, with all thankful- 
neſs .this thy great grace and loving 
kintneſs to us : and are here again 
proſtrate before thee this Evening, 
to acknowledge thy goodneſs 1a 
making us ſuch excellent Creatures ; 
capable to know thee, and acknow- 
kedge thee, and love thee, and by be- 
ing made like thee, to be eternally 
happy with thee. 

Bleſſed be thy name, that we are 


now alive ; .and that we have lived | 


ſo long in health, and ſtrength, and 
peace, and plenty of all good things: 
whereas our eyes might have been 
conſumed with grief, our bones 
fore vexed , and we might haye 
mingled 
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mingled our drink with continual 
weeping. We are bound unto thee 
for the free uſe of our underſtand- 
ings ; for the good inclinations we 
find in our walls ; for any devout 
affections whiclr are ſtirring in our 
hearts ; for all the advantages we 
have had by our education , good 
company, and holy examples: And 
more clpecially for the illuminati 
ons of the Holy Ghoſt by thy bleſſed: 
Goſpel ; the breathings of it fre- 
quently into our ſpirits ; the impor-- 
tunities thou haft uſed to draw us 
to thee; and the great and' preci- 
ous promiſes whereby thy love in 
Chrik Jeſus conſtrains us to reſign 
our ſelves intirely to the obedience 
of thy Precepts. 

VVe ought likewiſe to admire and 
praiſe thee , for thy goodneſs to all 
thy creatures, who live daily upon 
= bounteous allowance. The eyes of 
all wait on thee, and thou 
grveſt them their food in ogel. 246, 
awe ſeaſon, Thou diffuſeſt thy bleſ- 

C 3 lings 
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ſings in ſeveral ſtreams to every one 
of them , according to their needs. 
That thou giveFt them, they 
gather : thou openei thy 
hand, they are filled with good. We 
give thee the glory of the plenti- 
tul proviſion thou haſt made for 
them : and more particularly admire 
thy great liberality to the Children 
of men; under whoſe feet thou haſt 
put in ſubje&tion, a// Sheep and Oxen, 
yea, and the Peaſts of the Field, the 


104. 28, 


Fowl of the Air, and the Fiſh of the 


Sea, and. whatſoever paſſeth through 
the paths of the Waters, O Lord, 
we praiſe thee for thy goodneſs 
to thoſe who praiſe thee not them- 
ſelves. Be thou adored and acknow- 
ledged in thy bounty,which bettows 
ſo many bleſhngs unasked and un- 
ſought ; and continues them not- 
withſtanding abundance of provor 
cations, and moſt high offence that 
they have given to thy merciful 

kindneſs. 
And let thy goodneſs to thy 
Church 
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Church be never forgotten by us, 
which thou haſt in all Ages protect- 
ed and defended : in a- marvailous 
manner. propagating the Goſpel of 
our Saviour, confounding its oppo- 
ſers, and ſpreading it by the power 
of the. Holy Ghoſt over the face of. 
the Earth. We thank thee tor thy 
ſingular favour to thele Countries 
wherein we live. To whom theſe 
glad tydings of Salvation have 
or or ; and who have long en- 
joyed a more glorious light than mia- 
ny other places ; and been deliver- 
ed from rhe darknels of Popiſh fu- 
perſtition, and from ſundry attemps 
that have been made to bereave us 
of this happineſs; and are again ſet- 
tled after many confultons in a peace- 
able enjoyment of thy true. Religion : 
which thuu haſt allo continued to 
us, though we have not brought 
forth fruit worthy of the Goſpel of 

thy Grace. 
O that all thy undeſerved good- 
nels may have this effe& upon. us; 
+ Bi to - 
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to make us heartily love thee, and 
devoutly worſhip Thee, and zea- 
louſly obey thee, and ſtedfaſtly truſt 
and hope in thee for ever. That 
by a careful improvement of zhe 
knowledge of thee our God, and our 
Lord Feſus Chrizt, by whom thou haſt 
given us all things that pertain unto 
life and godlineſs ; we may till en- 
Joy this ineſtimable treaſure, and all 
thy love to us may at laſt be finiſh- 
ed in thoſe eternal joys, which he 
hath promiſed to the fairhful. And 
as we have been taught, exhorted 
and incouraged this day out of thy 
holy word ; and have likewiſe pub- 
lickly acknowledged our obligati- 
ons to thee, and made profeſſion of 
love, and gratitude, and dutifulneſs 
ro thy Divine Majeſty : So help us 
all the week following openly to 
teſtifie the truth and honeſty of 
our hearts, in all this, by a blame- 
leſs converſation ; in all humility, 
meekneſs, temperance, righteouſnels, 
charity and peace, with all —_ 
that 


l! 
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that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. 

Bleſs our Soveraign , the Defen- 
der of the Faith we profeſs ; and 
all imployed under him, in their 
ſeveral offices : that they may be: 
inſtruments of continuing to us theſe: 
holy opportunities ; with all other 
good things that may make theſe 
Kingdoms happy. O that all onr 
Friends may be thine; and if we 
have any enemies, Father , forgivei 
them. Comfort and ſupport the 
ſick, the needy, and all other di- 
ſtreſſed perſons, with an immovea- 
ble belief of thy wite. and good pro- 
vidence: to which give. them grace 
patiently and obediently to refign 
themſelves. And whea all our ſenles. 
this night: ſhalt be: bound up with 
ſleep, be thou, O Lord, our: keeper : 
and :afrer the refreſhment of that” re: 
pole, and this holy. reſt. from our las 
bours, raite us. in: the morning to» 
r:turn. unto them with. cheerful? 
minds, and ready wills; praiſing till 

C 5 and: 
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and' magnitying thy multiplyed mer- 
cies tO us 1h Chriit Jeſus, by whom 
we preſent our felves and petitions 
to-thee : ſaying further, as he hath 
taught us. 


Orr Father, &c. 


Another for the Afternoon, or any other 
time of that day. 


O Moſt Holy , Glorious and 

Bleſſed. Thy Name is excel- 
tent 1n all the earth ; and thou art 
for ever praiſed. by all the Hoſt of 
Heaven , who are never weary of 
thy ſervice. We thy creatures, fin- 
ful duſt and aſhes, have many times 
profeſſed it is our happinelſs,. to joyn 
with thoſe Heavenly Inhabitants 1n 
admiring, worſhipping, bleſſing and 
loving thee, the great Lord of all; 
with pure hearts, in unity of ſpirit, 
fincere triendihip, and brotherly 
ac- 


ATT 5 TE FFT] YP * HH FT Pe 2 ee ge 


S 
4 
n 
d 


A 


us ws 


y 
Wa 
on 


Sunday, Prayers for Families. 35 
accord one with another.” We 
have often ſpoken great things of 
thee ; and declared thy ſervice to 
be the. {weeteſt pleaſure , and one 
Hour ſpent in holy Meditations, de- 
vout. affections, and chearful thank(- 
givings, to be far better than all the 
time we ſpend in other imployments. 
How much then, if we mean fincere- 
ly, and according to our words, 
ſhould our hearts rejoyce that we 
may ſpend a Day in thy Courts,8 are 
invited toa longer attendance on-thy 
divine Majeſty, in- the duties of thy 
worſhip and ſervice. We are aſhamed 
that any wearineſs. ſhould ſerze on 
our ſpirits ; and that it ſhould be 
irk{ome to us, to renew our thoughts 
and acknowledgements of thy inf 
nite goodneſs. Behold, O Lord, we 
are reſolved again to addreſs our 
ſelves unto thee with praiſe and 
thankſgiving, for giving- us fuch- op- 
portunities to. look ' back © to thee, 
the Author of our being ; ro lift up 
our Souls towards our. Heavenly 

Country ; 
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Country ; and unite them to the 
firſt and chiefeſt good ; from whence 
we derive whatloever we have, or 
hope to enjoy. Belſeeching thee to 
» us to draw near unto thee, with 
hearts full of wonder at thy incom- 
prehenſible Majeſty ; full of love 
to thy moſt wile and Almighty good- 
neſs ; full of thankfulneſs for thy be- 
nefits ; full of deſires to be what thou 
wouldſt have us ; and full of joy 
that thou wouldit have us be lo hap- 
Py- in being made thy children, par- 


takers of a Divine Nature, and heirs 


of immortal life. . 

VVe admire thy glory, O great 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, which 
ſhines in the whole Creation ; thy 
greater glory in the work of our 
redemption, by the miraculous Birth, 
Life, Death, and Reſurre&tion of 
Chriſt Jeſus; and the greateſt of all, 
which we hope and wait for at his 


appearing , when he ſhall. come to be | 
admired in his Saints, and glorified © 


ia all them that believe, Thou haſt 
done 
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done great things for us already : 
thou haſt promiſed to do greater: 
and thou art Daily performing thy 
promiſes, and preparing us for the 
accompliſhment of them all, in the 
higheſt bleſſedneſs. O God of all 
grace, make us wiſer Stewards, than 
we have been, of thy manifold gifts 
and graces, which we are intruſted 
withal. Help us carefully to huſ- 
band this ſacred opportunity which 
thou continueſt to us, to the beſt ad- 
vantage of our immortal Souls. Ga- 
ther in our thoughts from our ordt- 
nary buſineſs. Fix them on thy ſelf; 
and hold them in the contemplation 
of thy infinite mercies, and of thoſe 
Divine Truths which repreſent our 
Duty , and thy exceeding love and 
kindneſs towards us. Chale away 
all worldly affte&ions, and over-awe 
our ſpirits with a ſenſe of thy Di- 
vine Preſence ; that by ſerving thee 


with a religtous reverence this Day, 


we may” be diſpoſed to walk in thy 
tear all the reſt of our lives: Having a 
| gratc- 


_— — 


—  —— 


| 


| 
| 
| 


OE rm ens nm mmm — 


grateful remembrance of thy bene- 
fits 3. 2 deep and ſerious refle&ion 
upon. our own reſolutions, and thy 
gracious promiles ; an holy jealouſie 
over our ſelves, leſt we ſhould be un- 
faithful to them; and a pious care 
in all things to approve our ſelves 


38 Prajers for Families. Sunday 


the conſtant and diligent ſervants of | 


the Lord Jeſus. 

O that our thankfulneſs, and good 
affections, and zealous deſires, may 
not end with our prayers, nor con- 
clude with this Day : But we may 
be poſlefled with ſuch a ſtrong and 
habitual ſenſe of thee, and of our 
obligations to thee ; that we may 
every day earneſtly and heartily 
ſerve thee in all the a@ions of Chri- 
ſtian piety, and be unwearied in 


well doing unto the conclulion of 


our hves. 
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| Another. 


Moſt holy, great and glorious 
Majeſty of heaven and earth. | 
| To whom all the blefled Company 
above do, with the higheſt adm 
ration and love, give continual 
praiſe, and thanks, and honour, and 
worſhip , and obedience ; acknow- 
ledging thou art above all that they 
are able to ſpeak of thee, or aſcribe 
| and render to thee. Much more art 
thou exalted above the thoughts of 
ſuch poor mortals as we, who are 
clothed with fleſh, and live far re- 
mote from the throne of thy glory. 
And yet, ſuch ts thy goodneſs, thou 
condeſcendeſt to admit, nay, to draw 
us to a fellowſhip with thoſe holy 
ſpirits; that we may thereby be 
| made happy, and called thy ſervants, 
though, when we have done the beſt 
we can, very unprofitable. 
+ What is man that thou art mind- 
ful. of him? what are the fons of 
men 
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men that thou doſt at all conſider 


them ? Thou haſt crowned us with 
glory and honour here below, and 
raiſed us. to a Dominion over the 


works of thy hands. Thou haſt in- 


dued us with underſtandings to | 


know thee, and with wills to love 
thee ; whoſe moſt excellent wiſdom, 


Almighty power , and ſurpaſſing | 


goodneſs, we diſcover in all thy 


works of wonder. But what 1s ſin- | 


ful man, that thou ſhouldeſt ſo-much 
regard him, as to ſend after him, 
to- ſeek and fave him, when he: was 
loſt? Lord! what grace was this, 
that thou ſhouldeſt vouchſafe to 
ſpeak with us , and communicate 
any thing of thy mind to ſuch for- 
getful and ungrateful wretches? 
But that thou ſhouldſt ſpeak to us by 
thy Son, and declare thy mind in 


—_ 


ſuch words of grace and tavour, and | 


publiſh ſuch kind intentions to- 
wards us, and recover us with fo 
much coſt, and purchaſe us. to thy 
ſelf with. the. precious bloud of = 
on 
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Son Jeſus, and ſend thy holy Spirit 
to purifie us ; that we might have 
thy Image renewed in us, and be 
made fit ſociety for thy ſelf again, 
and reftored to immortal life : Lord ! 
how much doth it exceed all be- 
lief, hadſt thou not given us, in ten- 
der mercy, ſuch abundant aſſurance 
of it ? VVe have thoſe reaions to 
bleſs thee, which the Angels have 
not. We mult admire thee, not only 
as the great Creator and Preſerver 
of all things ; which we heartil 

do, and give thee the glory of all 
thy marvailous works : but allo as 
the Redeemer of Mankind out of a 
forlorn condition, by the manitfeſta- 


' tion of thy ſelf in our fleſh, by the 


blood of thy Son , the conſtant 
breathings oft the Holy Ghoſt, the 
light of thy Goſpel , and an un- 
wearied patience, which hath wait- 
ed on us, and propounded to us 
no leſs happineſs, than to fit toge- 
ther 1n heavenly places in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; who is adyanced far above all 
prin- 


name that 1s named, not only 1n this 
world, but in that alſo which is to 
COme. 

We praiſe thee, O God; we mag- 
nifie thy moſt holy Name ; we con- 


knowledge of : for we are twice 
thy Creatures ,. and thou haſt a dou- 
ble title to all we have. O ſtir up 


and love: thee , and offer up: the (ar 
crifice of thankſgiving to thee. Fill 
our hearts wich joy and gladnels, 
that we have another opportunity, 
wherein to recount thy mercies tq 
us ; to be further inſtructed in thy 
mind and will declared by our Sa- 
viour 3 and to be under the com- 
tortable influences of Heaven, to che- 
riſh thoſe holy thoughts , affections, 
and reſolutions which are begun 1n 
us, and to promote our growth and 
increaſe in all wiſdom, goodneſs and 
vertue. Poſſeſs us with fuch a _ 
enlte 


42 'Prayers for Families. SDUNday.. 
principalities and powers, and every | 


te(s our ſelves bound to thee, above 
all other Creatures, that we have any 


all that is within us to bleſs thee, 
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ſenſe of thy continued love towards 
us ; that we may teſtifie our true 
and hearty thankfulnels for it, by 
attentive conſideration of all that 
we hear out of thy Holy Word ; 
and by laying it up 1n our hearts; 
and efteeming it more than the great- 
eſt treaſures of this World ; and en- 
deavouring every Day to have our 
converſation as becometh the Go- 
{pel of Chriſt. That fo our prailes. 
being not. meerly words, but real 
deeds , and all the. fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs 3; we may be: bleſſed in our 
deed, and at laft hear our Lord ſpeak- 
ing to us in thoſe gracious words, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
rit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the World, A- 
men. 
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A Prayer for the Morning, when there | 


is 4 Communion. 


Moſt holy,holy,holy, Lord God 


Almighty ; the Father of mer- | 


cles, the God ot peace and comfort: 
oy whoſe power we, and all things 
elſe, were: created ,. and. by whole 


ood providence we: are all pre- | 


{erved and maintain'd. Be thou eter- 


nally bleſſed and praiſed , worſhip- | 
ped and ſerved, with the moſt ar- | 


dent love, who haſt made mankind 
ſo like to thy ſelf, and ordered: fo 
many of thy creatures to ſerve us,and 
choſin rather to make us anew, and 
create #5 again in Chrift 
Feſus unto good works, 
than let us be undone by our ſhame- 
ful diſobedience to thee. For thou 
hajt ſent thy only begotten 
Son into the world ( ado- 
red be thy inconceiveable love) that 
whoſoever believeth in him might not 


periſh, but have everlaſting life. And 
he 


Epheſ, 2, 10, 
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he hath laid down his lite for that 
end, and redeemed us by his blood 
from the hands of our enemies ; and 
triumphed over them all moſt glo- 
riouſly ; and in token thereof aſcen- 
ded into Heaven ; and poſſeſſed the 
Crown of Immortal Life, and fat 
down at thy right hand, and obtain- 
ed dominion over Angels, and Men 
and all Creatures. 

We have felt the bleſſed fruits of 
his Death, and Reſurrection , .and 
Royal Power, whereby he is able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt 
all them that come to thee 
by him. Thy holy Spirit hath breathed 
often into our hearts : we have been 
inſtructed in the Goſpel of thy grace: 
and thy Servants, the Miniſters of 
thy Word, have not ceaſed to call 
upon us, yea, to importune us, to 
follow after -our Saviour, to that 
heavenly bliſs in which he lives. 
And now again thou vouchlafeſt to 
us an happy opportunity to improve 
our ſelves in-Chriſtian Wiſdom, De- 


VOt10N, 


Heb. 9. 25. 


neareſt approaches to thy Divine 
Majeſty. 

O till us, we pray thee, with a 
lively and ſtrong ſenſe of thy boun- 
teous goodneſs, which hath been fo 
many ways expreſled towards us. Fill 
us with pious diſpoſitions to re- 
ceive more of it, according to thy 


precious promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Stir up 1a us ſuch thankful acknow- | 


ledgements to Thee, ſuch hearty re- 
ſolutions to obey Thee, ſuch earneſt 
deſires and longings to partake more 
and more of thy Fine Nature, ſuch 
love, delight, and joy in well do 
ing ; that our Souls may be lifted up 
above, to that glorious place where 
our dear Saviour is 3 and we may 


comfortably expect , and be truly 
prepared for, a bleſſed tranſlation | 


thither at the great Day of his ap- 


pearing, | 
Our preat- unfruitfulneſs, we con- 
fels, in the knowledge of Chritt, 


may 
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votion and holineſs ; and we have ' 
received thy kind invitations to the ' 
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may juſtly make thee deny thy gra- 
tious influences from Heaven upon 
us. But, O God of all grace, who 
multiplyeſt mercy, and delighteſt in 
doing good, parden us and make 
us better, both at once. Quicken 
our Souls to hear thy Holy Word 
with greater fear and reverence ; to 
ſing thy praiſes with greater cheer- 
fulneſs and gladneſs; to pray to thee 
with more earneſt afte&ion and ſtea- 
dineſs of mind; to approach to thy 
holy Table, with the deepeſt hum1- 
lity and devotion of ſpirit ; and to 
receive the renewed pledges of thy 
love, to our very great increaſe in 
Faith, and Hope, and Love to Thee, 
and to all the World : That fo this 
may be a good Day to our Souls, 
wb we may be —_ and enabled 
to ſpend the re{t of our Days better, 
as becomes the mens of the 
Lord, who have taſted how graci- 
ous he 1s, and who have received 
the earneſt of Eternal Life. O that 
our Converſation may be in Heaven, 


by 


48 Prayers for Families, Sunday, 


by the conſtant love and exercile of | 
purity, righteouſneſs, mercy and | 
godlineſs : That we ever ſtudying 

to glorifie thee, our heavenly Father, 

by bearing much of this good fruit, | 
may have the more aſſured hope, | 
that thou wilt glorifie us with thy {| 
ſelf. Tx 

And inſpire, we beſeech thee, the 1 
-hearts of all others that meet toge- t 
ther this day, to magnitie thy great | # 
and glorious Name, with the like 
religious affections towards thee: 
That we may all preſent our ſelves a 
living ſacrifice, holy, ac- a; 
ceptable unto thee, which 
7s our reaſonable ſervice, 

Help us all to put on ( as thy elef 
children holy and belvved) bowels of 
mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 

meekneſs , long-ſuffering ; | 
0-0 forbearing one another, 
ety and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel againit any; 
even as Chriſt forgave us, ſo incline ( 
us alſo to do, And above all theſe thy 
things 


Rom. 12. 1. 


= 


Sunday. Prayers for Families, 49 


things to put on charity , which is the 
bond of perfeFneſs. And let the peate 
of thee our God rule in our hearts, 
to which we are called in one body ; and 
make us ever truly thankful. Hear 
us, we beſeech thee, O moſt merci- 
ful Father ; and after we have per- 
fected holineſs here in thy fear, bring 
us. all to compleat our praiſes and 
thankſgivings to thee, in the great 
Aſſembly of Saints and Angels, 
through Chriſt Jeſus our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour : To 
whom be plory both now 
and for ever, Amen. 


2 Pct. 3. ulr, 


Dur Father; &o. 
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A Prayer at Night when there hath 


been a Communion. 


' Eternally bleſſed Lord God ; 
the Creator of the World , 
the Father of. Angels and men, the 
D King 
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«King of infinite. Majeſty and Power, | 
.who canſt do what thou plealeſt £- 
very where. The hea- 
ven, and the heaven of 
heawens rannot contain thee, who 
art inthroaed onely jn thy own | 
- greatneſs, and crowned with the glo- | 
ry of thy own uncommunicated per- 
fegions. There is nothing can be 
. added to thee, by us, or any other 
- exeatures ; of whole (ervices thou haſt 
no need ; ſeeing thou art abſolute | 
ly bappy in thy (elf, ad give#t to 
An all os and breath, and | 
+17: 35% all things. But it is our | 
-perfetion and happineſs to admire | | 
.and praiſe ' thee whom we cannot | |, 
.comprehend ; to love thee as much | 
.as we know thee; and to obey thee | | 
-.as much as we.love thee , with 4 per | 
SIA feet heert, and withs _ 
I -willing mind .: for the þ 
fl 
A 
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Lord ſearcheth all hearts , and ander- 
$handeth af the imaginations of the 

thoughts. 
We praife thee thexefaxe,O Gad,we 
ar 
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acknowledge thee to be che Lord. 
VVe give thee the glory that is due 
unto thy name: and with hearty 
love offer up our ſelves again intire- 
ly. unto thee, whoſe we are, and for 
whom we were made. Juſtice and gra- 
titude , fear and love, hope and in- 
tereſt , whatſoever hath any power 
to move our hearts, do all prels, 
and mightily urge us conſtantly to 
devote and conſecrate our ſouls and 
bodies to thy faithful ſervice, We 
cannot negle& thee, unleſs we wil 
calt away our ſelves ; nor fin a- 
gainſt thee, unleſs we will be our 
own acculers, judges and tormen- 
tors ; and throw our ſelves -into the 

reateſt miſeries. Thou -haft been 
lo good to us, that it we ſhould not 
become good likewite, we muſt hate 
and abhorr our ſelves ; who cannot 
but love and delight in thoſe who 
thow us any kindneſs, and beftow 
any benefits upon us : though they 
are but thy Miniſters and Seryants, 
that have nothing, and can do no- 
D 2 thing, 


thing , but what thou haſt given 
them, and inclineſt them to do. 

By thee we were formed and 
brought out of our Mothers Womb. 


And by a greater mercy were early . 


born again, and made thy children 
an Chriſt Jeſus. We have been thy 
care ever ſince; and been inſtructed 
in that Covenant of Grace (into 
which at our Baptiſm we were re- 
ceived) by the — thou. haſt 
given us .of thy blefled Golpel. 
VVherein we-read the great love of 
our Saviour in dying for us; and 
have the promiſe of his Spirit to 
ſandifie and govern us, his holy Pre- 
cepts for the rule of our actions, his 
glorious Example to excite and 
quicken us, and the hope of eternal 
bliſs, by his Reſurre&ion from the 
dead, to incourage and comfort us 
in well doing. And in the mean 
time we enjoy the ſociety of thy 
Saints, the miniſtry of thy Angels, 
and the dire&ion and aſſiſtance of 
thy faithful ſervants, the —— 
ors 
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dors of peace and reconciliation: 
with thee; All which fruits of thy: 
wonderful love we have long enjoy- 
ed ; and thou haſt this day enter-- 
tained us at thy Table : where. 
thou haſt refreſhed us with the Com- 
munion of the body and blood of 
Chrift Jeſus; the earneſt of a bleſſed 
Reſurre&tion-, and the pledge of 
immortality, Beſides innumerable 
good' things, which thy moſt tender 
mercy hath been pleaſed to beſtow 
upon our- bodies, to make our paſ- 
ſage to-that blefſedneſs, through all: 
the troubles and dangers of this life, 
the more eaſie and delightful to us. 
And all this thou haſt done for thoſe 
who have been too idle and uſeleſs, 
cold and dull, inconſtant, and ſoon 
weary of their duty , forgetful of 
benehts, and: unfaithful to their own 
promiſes, But thy infinite goodneſs 
till continues to do it ; ro make us 
more diligent , more zealous, more 
ſteadfaſt and immoveable,, more 
mindful of thee, and of- our. own 
D 3 holy 
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holy purpoſes, that we may be a- 
bundant , as there is reaſon, in the 
work of our Lord, knowing that 
our labour ſhall not be 1n vain 1n the 
Lord. 

And that is the moſt ſincere and 
fervent deſire of our ſouls likewile, 
who here moſt humbly belſeech thee, 


by the power of thy holy Spirit to 


preſerve in us a perpetual and affe- 
&ionate remembrance of all thy un- 
deſerved kindneſs to us. Stir up all 
that is within us every morning tg 
bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name: 
That by a renewed, ſerious aeknow- 
tedgement of thy benefits, we may 
be more and more ſtirred up to lovs 
and to all good works. O that the 
Lord Jelus may be always in our 
thoughts, and in our hearts ; that 
we may make Him our pattern, as he 
1s our hope! O that nothing may 
be ſo dear unto us in this world, as 
his holineſs, his humility, his good- 
neſs and charity ; his meeknels and 


patience, his ihtire truſt in thee, and | 


relig- 
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reſignation to thee, his delight to- 
do thy will, O God, in hope of 
that eternal life, which _ 

thou who can#t not ye haſh Tb 
promiſed to ws. Fix our minds and af- 
fections more ſtedfaitly on that glo- 
ry wherewith he 1s crowned, by his - 
obedient ſuffering. of death, that we 
may never be weary nor faint in our- 
minds under any ſufferings for well” 
doing : but continuing. faithful to ' 
the death, may alſo receive the - 
Crown: of Life. 

Accept, we pray thee, of this our 
bounden duty and ſervice; pitty our 
great . weakneſſes ; pardon all our 
ſins and negligences ; and deny us 
not the grace of thy holy Spirit, 
which we have implored, to inable 
us to amend our lives according to 
thy holy Word : But after thou Naſt | 


refreſhed us with quiet fleep this 
night, let us feel it moving our hearts 
to the ſame holy thoughts, acknow- - 
ledgements., delires and: reſolutions 
which it now works in us ;-through 

D4. wt 
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thy mercy declared to. us in Chriſt 
Teſus. In whoſe words we con- 
clude our Prayers, ſaying, as he hath 
taught us. 


Oxr Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come ; Thy will be done incarth, as it 
is tn heaven, Give ws this day our | 
daily bread; And forgive us our | 
treſpaſſes » 4s We Jogos them that 
treſpaſs againſt us : And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, &C. 
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E humble our ſelves, O Lord' 

\ y of Heaven and Earth, before: 
thy glorious Majeſty ; we heartily ac- 
knowledge thy Sovereign Dominion' 
over us and all creatures ; we praiſe 8& 
magnihe-thy eternal Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Truth ; and we ren-- 
der thee our. moſt unfeigned thanks 
for the innumerable benefits which 
thou .in thy bounty haſt loaded us- 
withal : Above all-for the gracious 
declaration thou haſt made of thy: 
good will to us in Chriſt Jeſus ; by 
whom thou haſt invited and incou-- 
raged finners to-return to thee, and- 
D 5 dire-. 
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dire&ted them in the way to ever- 
laſting bliſs. 

VVe bluſh to think of our ſhame- 
ful forgetfulnels of thee, and ingra- | 
titude to thee; to whom we owe 
all that we have in this world, and 
all our hopes in the next. VVe moſt 
humbly implore thy tender mercies 
in the forgivenels of all our ins, 
whereby we have offended, either 
in thought, word , or deed, againſt 
thy juſt and holy Laws. For we 
are truly ſorry for all our mi{-doings: 
we utterly renounce whatſoever. 1s 
contrary to thy will : and. here de- 
vote our ſelves intirely to the obe- 
dience thereof. Accept, O moſt 
merciful: Father, of this renewed: 
Dedication; which we make of our 
whole man, body, ſoul and ſpirit to 
thee. And as thou doſt inſpire us ' 
with holy reſolutions, ſo accompa- 
ny them always with. the aſliſtance 
ot thy grace ; that. we may be able 
every day to offer up our few more 
ſincerely, and more. FOE tO- » 
thee: 
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thee: with more pure affection, and 
hearty devotion , and ready -diſpo- 
ſition to thy ſervice. 

VVe adore thy great grace which: 
hath brought ſalvation to-us, and 
reaches us that denying all angodli- 
neſs and worldly lafts, we n | 
ſhould live foberly , vighte- © OO 
ouſly and goaly in this preſent world. 
We will indeavour, O Lord, to- pre- 
ſerve a grateful ſenſe of thy mighty 
love in our mind, and to follow the 
doctrine and example of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus ; as becomes thole who 
have ſuch a bleſſed hope, and: look for 
ſo great Salvation at the day of his: 
glorious: appearing. VVe Jefive 20 
bove all things to be ſo pure and un- 
defiled, fo meek and gentle, ſo hum-- 
ble and lowly, fo -uſf and mercitul,. 
ſo pn_ and- patient , contented: ' 
and thankful as our blefſed Lord: * 
2nd Maſter was: And we hope that - 
thou wilt fulfil all the gracious pro- 
miles he hath made to us, which we 
elteem fat greater treaſure than -* 


thou- 
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thouſands of gold and ſilver. They 
are the ſupport, the comfort, the {a- 
tisfaction of our hearts. VVe ask 


nothing, but that it may be to thy 


ſervants according to his Word. 
Thou haſt mercifully kept us the 
laſt night, blefled be thy continued 
goodnels, and raiſed us again to ſee 
the light of this morning : Receive 
us likewiſe all this day into thy pro- 
tection, to which we moſt humbly 
commit our ſelves. VVe truſt our 


ſelves and all belonging to us with | 


thee our Creator and Redeemer. 
VVe ſubmit to thy orders, and are 
willing to do and ſuffer what. thou 
pleaſeſt : I aiting for the 
mercy of our Lord Chrift 
Teſus unto eternal life, 

And we delire, thou knoweſt, the 


Jude: 21, 


good of all mankind, as well as our | 


own ; eſpecially of all Chriſtian 
People. : that they may all walk 
worthy of the Goſpel, and live to- 
gether in unity and godly love. For 


which end, we pray that all Chri- ' 


{tian 
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{tian Kings, Princes and Governours, 
may be wile, pious, juſt and merci- 
ful ; indeavouring that all their ſub- 
jects may lead peaceable lives under 
them , in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
And more particularly that our So- 
veraign may be bleſſed with a reli- 
gious, quiet, long and proſperous 
Reign: and that all his Minilters of 
State, and Officers of Juſtice ma 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge the t 
that 15 repoled in them ; ſeeking 
in their ſeveral places how to right 
the oppreſled, to comfort the afflict- 
ed, to provide for the poor and 
needy, and to relieve all thoſe that 
are in any miſery. Blels all our ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors and Inſtructors: ſuc- 
ceed their labours ; and give us grace 
to follow their godly admonitions, 
to eſteem them very gh _ 

in love for their works he ad 
ſake ; and to be at peace among our 
ſelves. The fame bleſſings we crave. 
for all our friends, relations and ac- 
quaintance ; that we may all live ia 


Per 


perfet love and peace together: 
doing our duties to thee, to each o- 
ther, and to all men fo faithfully, 
that we may give a comfortable ac- 
count of our ſelves, and rejoyce to- 


gether at the great day of the Lord 


Jeſus. In whoſe holy words we be- 
ſeech thee to help us ſtill more heat- 
ily to offer up our deſires to thee. 


Onr Father, &c. 


At Night. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 

ther ; by whom we were made, 
and in whom we live, move, and 
have our being : to whoſe tender 
comPyaſſions we owe our ſafety the 
day paſt, together with all the com- 
forts of this . preſent life, and the 
hopes of that which is to come. V Ve 


praiſe and laud thee, O Lord , the- 


Creator and Govcrnor of the world. 


VVe 
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VVe aſcribe all Greatneſs, Might,Ma- 
jeſty, V Viſdom, Riches and Bounty 
to thee; whom all the Hoſt of Heg- 
ven continually admires and ac- 
knowledges with the moſt joyful re- 
verence. VVe bow our ſelves like- 
wile before thee, and worſhip thee, 
in an humble ſenſe that we are no- 
thing in compare with thee, and have 
nothing but what we receive from 
thee. Unto thee do we 
give thanks, antothee do = 75. 1. 
we give thanks, O God, AD 
our exceeding joy , who 
daily pouref® thy benefits upon us.. 
Bleſſed be thy great goodneſs, for 
our continued health, for our food. 
and raiment , our peace and ſafety, 
the ſociety of our friends, the love. 
of our neighbours, and” the ſucceſs 
of our. honeſt labours : But above 
all things , for ſending Jeſus Chriſt 
into the world to dwell among us, 
to dye for us, and to dire us in- 
the way to immortal life. We thank 
thee. that we.feel 1n our hearts-any 
Motion» 
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motion towards thee, and that we 
have made the leaſt progrels in thoſe 


paths of life, O Lord, we preſent 


our ſelves here before thee to be 


inſpired with ſuch a vigorous and full 


ſenſe of thy love, as may move us 
more powerfully towards thee ; and 
put. us forward with a greater ear- 
neſtneſs,, zeal and diligence in all 
our duty. There 15 nothing 1n hea- 
ven or earth that we can delire, but 
to be beloved of thee ; who pol- 
ſeſſeſt both, and art able to make 
thy friends as great and happy as 
thou pleaſeſt. Aſſiſt us therefore 


{till by thy grace to the recovery of 


ſuch a lively Image of thee in all 
righteouſneſs, purity , mercy, faith- 
fulneſs and truth ; that we may 
know thou lovelit us. O that Jeſus, 


the hope- of glory, may be formed, 


in us, 1n all humility, meeknels, pa- 
tience, contentedneſs, peaceablenels, 


and abſolute ſurrender of our- ſouls: 


and hodies to thy holy will and: 


plealure : That we may no longer Hoe, 
1 
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but Chrifh may live in us, and the 
life we lead in the fleſh 
may be by the faith of 
thy Son, O God , who loved us, and 
gave himſelf for ms. The remem- 
brance of that love 15 moſt dear and 
precious to us. VVe cannot often 
enough make mention of ſo great 
kindnels, as his making himſelf freely 
an offering for our ſins. It moves us, 
again to offer up our ſelves — 
to thee, to do thy will, O God, 
as our bleſſed Lord and Maſter 
did. We repoſe alſo an inttre con- 
fidence in thee, and ſtill truſt our, 
ſelves with thee, who haſt or pared 
thine own Son, but given 
him up for us all, VWVe  & 3b 
will humbly and reverently accept. 
of whatſoever thou ſendeſt us; and 
in every thing give thanks, 
which is thy will concern- 
ing us in Chrift Feſus. We hope thou 
wilt never leave us, nor forſake us: 
but condu@t us ſafe through all va- 
rieties and changes of our __— 
9) $7) 
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here, in an unchangeable love to 
thee, and an holy compoſure and 
tranquillity of mind in thy love to 
us, till we come to live with thee, 
and enjoy thee for ever. 

And now that we are going to lay 
our ſelves down to {leep, take us 
into thy gracious protettion ; and 
ſettle our ſpirits in ſuch quiet and 
delightful thouphes of Jeſus, that 
we may be willing to leave this 
world, and go to him: Who dyed 

| for ns, that whether wt 
z'Thel, 5. 10, 

wake or fleep, we ſhows 
live toptther with him. 

To his bleffing we commend all 
man-kind , of whatſoever rank and 
condition they be ; high and low, 

rich and 'poor : that they may all be 
| ſo happy as to do their ſeveral du- 
ties carefully, and to enjoy cot 
tentedly whatſoever is needful for 
them. VVe leave all we have with 
thee, eſpecially our friends, and thoſe 
who are dear unto us ; deſiring that 
when we are dead and gone , they 
may 
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may lift up their Souls in this man- 
ner unto thee, and teach thoſe that 
come after to praiſe, love and obey 
thee : and that, if we awake again. 
in the morning, our mouths may 
likewiſe praiſe thee agiin with joy- 
ful lips, and we may {till offer our 
ſelves, a more acceptable ſacrifice to. 
thee through Chrilt Jeſus. In whoſe 
words we beſcech thee to hear us, 
according to the fulleſt ſence and in- 
tention of them. 


Onr Father, &c. 
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A LL honour, glory and praiſe be 
g1ven to thee, O Lord, our 
Creator , Redeemer and Comforter, 
by us, and by all the world. Thou 
art worthy of all our love, ſervice 
and obedience, being moſt excel- 
lent in thine own nature, and of fo 
abundant kindneſs to us thy crea- 
tures. Who moſt humbly therefore 
proſtrate our ſelves before thee this 
Morning, ' to make thee our thank- 
ful acknowledgements for all th 
benefits, and tender thee our mo 
hearty and affectionate ſervice, and 
wait 


wait upon thy tounty for the caon- 
tinuance of thy grace and mercy to 
us. Though weare nut worthy, we 
confeſs , of the leaſt regard from 
thee, whom we have ſo much neg- 
leted, and whole love and cle- 
mency we have too often abuled ; 
yet we hope thou wilt accept of this 
{mall oblation which we make of 
our ſelves , our ſouls and bodies, 
with unfeigned devotion to thee, 
Pardon and torgive us, we molt hum- 
bly beſeech thee, all our paſt of- 
fences; the remembrance of which 
15 grievous and bitter to us : and 
vouchlafe us the grace of thy holy 
Spirit to enable us to do thy wil 
with greater care and diligence for 
the time to come. Let 1t ever ac 
company and aſſiſt us, according as 
thou ſeeſt us ſincerely deſirous and 
ſtudious to pleaſe thee, in all the 
aQtions of an holy life, in chaſtity 
and temperance, Juſtice and fidelity, 
mercy and charity, meeknels and hu 
Mility , patience and contentednels 
1M 
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innocency and peace ; and in conti- 
aual prayers , Praiſes and thank(gi- 
vings to thee, the Father of mer- 
cies 1n Chriſt Jelus our Lord, 

VVe ſee how frail and weak our 
bodics and all their enjoyments are; 
and therefore we the .more earneſt] 
deſire to have our ſouls inriched wit 
thoſe immortal treaſures. of thy Di- 
vine Grace. :O that we may never 
ceaſe moſt zealouſly to ſeek and pur- 
ſue them ; and that we may#hink 
our ſelves happy enough in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of them 3; and may rejoyce 
in nothing ſo much, as in having .our 
fruit unto holineſs, that in 
the end we may attain e- 
ternal life. Sutfer not our ſpirits to 


Rcem.6&6.22, 


Jink too deep into the love of any, 


the deareft good, that we have in 
this world : But rather by all theſe 
carthly things , which thy goodneſs 
affordsto us tar aur ſupport, eaſe and 


delight, raiſe our minds and hearts 


£0 thoſe Celeftial enjoyments which 
ay1ll yield us eternal pleafure and fa- 
tisfaction. 
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tisfaction. -Set our affections princi- 
pally on things above. Make us fo 
wiſe as to provide our ſelves friends 
that never dye; and to be ſtill pre- 
Parng our ſelves by all divine quali- 
ties for their company and ſociety: 
that ſo they may receive us, when 
—_ we remove hence, into 

\ their everlafting habita- 
F102S, 

Thus now we commend our {elves 
this day to thy moſt gracious pro- 
tection , guidance and bleſſing : 
hoping that the ſame good provi 
dence which preſerved us and our 
habitations the laſt night, from fire, 
and innumerable other dangers ( for 
which we thank thee) will guard us 
this day from all evil and miſchief, 
and bring us in lafety of foul and 
body to praiſe thee in the Evening, 
Help us thankfully to receive, and 
ſoberly to uſe all thy mercies ; quiet- 
ly tv do our own: bultnels, and bear 
our ſeveral burdens ; to be guſt 1 
our dealings; innocent and harmlels 
in 
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in our converſation ; well pleaſed 
with the proſperity of our neigh- 
bours ; delirous of the good of all 
the VVorld : eſpecially that they 
may all love, and honour, and joyn 
together in magnifying and praiſing 
thee» our Lord and Governour, 
whoſe Name is excellent in all the 
Earth. | 

More particularly , we implore 
thy mercies towards theſe Kingdoms 
wherein we live. Remember not a- 
gainſt us our high Pom—_— Spare 
us.good Lord,and have patience with 
us; if perhaps we may bring forth 
better fruit, becoming thy holy Go- 
{pel, and all the care thou haſt taken 
about us. Indue our Soveraign with 
much Wiſdom from above, that he 
may always diſcern what 1s moſt pro- 
fitable for us, and 'earneſtly purſue 
it to the utmoſt of his power. Bleſs 
him in his Relations ; 1n his Coun- 
cellors; in his Judges, and all other 
Others ; in all the Nobility, Cler- 
gy Gentry, and Commonalty of the 
E Realm: 
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Realm : that _ one of them may 


uprightly and zealouſly do their du- 
ty, to the maintenance of thy true 
Religion, and the increaſe of Piety, 
'Honeſty and Brotherly love among 
us, Comfort and relieve all thoſe 
that are in any diſtreſs, trouble or 
anguiſh, either of body -or of mind, 
And give us tender and pitiful 
hearts towards them, ready to help 
and eafe them according to our 
abilities : That we following the 
example of our merciful and com- 


paſſionate High-Prieſt Chriſt Jeſus, | 


tnay have now the benefit of his in- 
tercefſion for us, and at laſt be ad- 
tmitred into the high and holy place 
where he is. In whoſe bleſſed Name 
Aid words, we conclude our Prayers. 


Our Father, &c. 
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E fall down before Thee, O 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
and worſhip thee in the deepeſt hu- 
mility of our fouls : —— 
that we are thy Creatures, who ſtan 
infinitely bound unto thee, by innu- 
merable bleſſings and favours which 
thou haſt conferred upon us , out of 
thy meer bounty and goodneſs. VVe 
owe our lives to thar alone, and 
all the comforts of them; together 
with all the hopes we have hereafter 
either in this World, or the other. 
And bleſſed , for ever bleſfed be 
thy merciful kindneſs, for giving fuch 
glorious hopes by the Lord Jeſus : 
By his Death, and Reſurre&ion ; by 
his Aſcenfion, and being inthroned 
at thy right hand ; and by the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt to be a wit- 
nels of his Majeſty and Glory. We 
rejoyce, O Lord, in that great fal- 
E 2 vation 
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vation which thou haſt ſent unto us ; | 


.and cannot but be {till praiſing thee, 
whoſe love hath ſo aboundeg to- 
wards us, beyond all our thoughts 
and deſires. Pardon, we moſt hum- 
. bly beſeech thee, out of the ſame 
: grace and mercy , all our paſt neg- 
lects of thee, our inſenſibleneſs of thy 
benefits, our careleſnels, or incon- 
ſtancy in our obedience , and parti- 
,cularly whatſoever we have done 
or omitted this day, contrary to 


thoſe holy - purpoſes and reſoluti- 


-Ons wherein we ſtand ingaged to | 


thee. 


And vouchſate us the afliftance 


.of thy holy Spirit to inable us to 
rform thoſe vows better , which 
ere we renew of greater gratitude, 

and more chearful and ftedfaſt obe- 

-dience to thy divine Majeſty for the 

time to come. Awaken our minds 

to frequent and ſerious reflections 

-upon thy undeſerved and "moſt 

bountiful mercies towards us. Touch 

Our hearts with ſuch an Rr 

an 


% 
, 
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and dutiful ſenſe of them, that our 
wills may be overcome to yield 
themſelves wholly and abſolutely 
tothee. And' that we may feel thenr - 
conſtantly provoked: to love and 
good works, help us ever-to ſer our 
Lord and Maſter, by whoſe name 
we are called, before our eyes 3 
and to admire his unſpotted purity; 
his condeſcending humility, his ten- 
der-hearted charity, his meeknels of 
wiſdom, his hearty truſt in rhee, 
and reſignation to thee , his for: 
givenels of injuries, his patience un- 
der. reproaches-and cruel torments, 
his peaceable and contented fpirit, 
his acknowledging thee in all things; 
and ever ſeeking thy Honour and 
Glory : That being 1n love with all 
theſe, and valuing them more than 
life it ſelf, we may never ceaſe our 
indeayours till this Image of our 
dear Lord and Maſter be formed in 
our hearts. 

O Lord Jeſus favourably behold 
theſe holy defires, wherewith our 
E 3 ſouls 
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ſouls aſpire towards thee. Prelerve 
and maintain them ; incourage and 
increaſe them ; make them reſtleſs 
and unwearied till they be accom- 
pliſhed in the injoyment of this 
great bleſſednels. 

Thou who haſt begun a good work 
in us, finiſh and compleat it, we 
moſt humbly and earneſtly beleech 
thee. Give us thy grace continually 
for our ſeaſonable relief and ſuccour: 
that we perſevering in well doing, 


may have a ſolid and lively hope 


in our death, of coming to ſee thee | 


n that high and holy place where 
thou liveſt and reignelt for ever- 
more. 

As for all the things of this lite, 
we moſt heartily refer our ſelves to 
thy Fatherly VViddom and Good- 
neſs, O Lord God Almighty : truſt- 


ing thou wilt order for us that which | 


1s moſt convenient, and bleſs our 
honeſt diligence with ſuch a compe- 
tent portion of them, that we may 
have the more leiſure to give _ 
IU 
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nual praiſe , honour , bleſſing and 
thankſgiving to thee whoſe mercies- 
endure for ever. 

Accept, we pray thee, of our 


| thankful acknowledgements at this 


time, for thoſe which this day hath: 
added to the reſt of thy bencfits, 
which thou haſt been continually 
heaping: upon us ever ſince we were - 
born. And let all the people of the 
Earth praiſe the Name of the Lord, 
which tis highly exalted above all 
bleſſing and praiſe. O that all the. 
Kingdoms of the World would be- 
come the Kingdoms of our Saviour 
Chriſt: and that all they who ac- 
knowledge. his authority would re- 
—_ obey his . holy Laws ; that” 

wars, oppreſſion and cruelty may 
ceale among Chriſtian people, and 
they may live together in brotherly 
love and unity. Make our Soveraign 
and all his Realms happy by a great 
increaſe of true knowledge, godli- - 
nels and vertue:every where. Bleſs 
all our friends ; forgive our Ene- 
E:.4 mues.; 
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mies 3 requite all the kindneſs of | 


our benefactors ; comfort every one 
of thy deſolate and afflicted ſervants ; 
and turn their mourning and hea- 
vine(s, into joy and gladnets at the 


And now that we are going to 
repoſe our ſelves ; keep us, we be- 
feech thee, and all belonging to us, 
in ſafety. Refreſh our wearied ſpi- 
rits with comfortable reſt and ſleep ; 
and when we awaken again in the 
morning , diret our thoughts tm- 
mediately to thee, our merciful pre- 
ſerver ; and help us to imploy all 
our renewed ſtrength to thy honour 
and glory, according to thy will de- 
clared by Chriſt Jelus ; in whoſe 
blefled. Name and Words we com- 
mend our ſelves to thy infinite 
Mercies. 


Our Father, &c. 
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the . Poſſefſor of. Heaven and 
Earth.. All the Angels worſhip. 
and adore thy incomprehen{able 
Majeſty with the: humbleſt :reve- 
rence ; and. rejoyce 1n-. rendring 
praiſe, bleſſing, and thankſgiving. to - 
Thee, the Father of. Spirits : For » 
thou haſt created all things, and in - 
wildom haſt thou made: them all, 
and fpread-thy tender mercies over 
all thy works. It'1s no lefs our haps 
pineſs. than our duty to joyn-our 
T hearts - 


'S Moſt great and mighty Lord ; 
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hearts and voices with that heaven- 
ly hoſt , molt gratefully to acknow- 


ledge thy bounty to us among the | 


reſt of thy creatures, and thy par- 
ticular grace and favour in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt merciful Savi- 
our. and Redeemer. VVe can never 


ſufficiently admire that love which | 


gave him to dye for us, and hath 
made him the Lord of life and glo- 
ry ; that he may be the Author of 
eternal Salvation to all thoſe that o- 


bey him. All the love we have is 


too little to give thee, to whom all 
our. ſervices are due by a former ti- 
tle. Our higheſt praiſes fall infinite- 
ty ſhort of thy moſt excellent Maje- 
fly; and we are aſhamed of the moſt 
affectionate thanks we can render to 
thee ior thoſe ineſtimable benefits 
which thou haſt conferred on us, 
and fo long continued to us. 

How much greater reaſon - then 
have we to be abaſhed at our ſhameful 
11gratitude and diiobedience to thy 

divine Majeſty-; for which we- are 
59 | heartily 
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heartily ſorry, and. donow molt ear- 
neſtly repent our ſelves of -it : un- 
feignedly reſolving , and: proteſting 
to be more faithful 40 thee: for the 
time to come. Pardon us.therefore, 
Good Lord;-and receive us-unto-thy 
mercy. Accept' of our. renewed 
vows ta ſtudy and. 'do..our duties 
conſcientiouſly , towards thee, and 
towards all men: And-as thou haſt 
excited theſe holy. delires and: pur- 
poſes in our hearts, ſo inable us to - 
perform them . conſtantly in the 
whole courle of-our life. 

Our blefſed Saviour hath told us, 
thou wilt as readily give thy holy 
Spirit to them that ask it, as a Pa- 
rent will-give bread to his' hungry. 
children, . O Father of- mercies, let 
1t be unto us according to his VVord. 
Cheriſh theſe little beginnings of 
goodneſs which thou ſeeft in our 
fouls ; and proſper all our endeavours 
to attain a greateg, meaſure .of it. 
And ſince at the beſt we are but un- 
-profttable ſervants, and can do no - 
Mvre ; 


8:4 Prayers for Families. Wedneſday, 


more than- was our duty to do: in- 
able us to do eyery thing, which 
thou haſt nies & us , heartily, 
with good will, and true love to 
thy ſervice. VVe know this 1s all 
that can, in the leaſt, commend us 
to thy free grace and favour: and 
therefore we moſt humbly again 
devote our ſelves. to do thy Wall, 
with a cordial affe&ion to it. VVe 
would ever approach unto thee with 
delight and pleaſure : and feel it 
the joy of our hearts to think of 
thee, to praiſe thee, to give thee 
thanks, and to offer our ſelves with 
abſolute. reſignation to thee. O- that 
Mercy may always pleaſe us as it 
pleaſeth Thee ! that we may be 
firictly juſt and righteous; may chear- 
fully paſs by injuries ; freely den 
all defires of ſinful' plea(ures ; wil 
lingly ſubmit to- thy fatherly: corre- 
ions ; and perform the duties of 
our ſeveral relations, with ſingleneſs 
of heart. Render us ſo mindful: cf 
the great love.of our Lord and: Mz- 
ſter 
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ſter Chriſt, that we may be zealouſly 
concerned for his glory, and uſe 
our utmoſt diligence to do Him and 
his Religion ſome honour in the 
world : delighting to commemorate 
his Death and Paſſlton , making a 
joyful ſacrifice of our ſouls and bo- 
dies to him, and deſiring moſt ear- 
neftly that his kingdow may come , 
and all mankind ſubmit themſelves 
to his Government. 

Fulfl, moſt merciful Lord, all our 
petitions ; and as thou haſt mighti- 
ly prote&ed us, and our dwellings 
this laſt night from fire and thieves, 
and whatloever might diſturb our 
repoſe. (bleſſed be thy goodneſs) fo 
accompany us all this day with thy 
bleſſing : thar we may pleaſe thee 
in body and ſoul, and be-fafe under 
thy defence ; who- art nigh to all 
thoſe that. call upon thee, that call 
upon thee in truth. And O that-all 
thoſe who are forgetful of their 
duty to thee, may be awakened to 
a lively ſenſe -of all thy benefits, 
and - 
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and fill the whole world with thy 
prailes. Stir up _—_ the minds 
of all Chriſtian People, to an- 
quire after and follow the Truth, as 
it is 1n Jeſus: abandoning all Vice 
and wickednels,and exerciling them- 
ſelves to have conſciences void of 
offence, towards thee, and towards 
all men. And diſpoſe the hearts of 
all their Kings and Princes, to make 
themſelves the greateſt examples of 
Chriſtian Piety to all others. Blels 
theſe Kingdoms, and indue our So- 
veraign with fuch excellent VViſ- 
dom, and holy Zeal for thy honour 
and glory ; that we may fee many 
days under his Government. 
O that true Religion, Juſtice , Mer- 
cy, Brotherly kindneſs, and all things 
ff that are praile-worthy may 10 
flouriſh among us, that we may en- 
joy the bleſſings of peace and plen- 
ty, and there may be no complain- 
ing in our ſtreets. | 
We recommend to thee all our 
friends and nezghbours; all the mw 
the 
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the ſick, and other afflicted perſons : 
deliring thoſe mercies for them 
which. we ſhould ask for our ſelves, 
were we in their condition ; incou- 
raged hereto by the large declarati- 
ons which thou haſt made of thy a- 
bundant goodneſs to Mankind in our 
Lord Jelus. In whote words we 
conclude our humble ſupplications 
unto thee ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 
A Lmighty and everlaſting God ; 


the Soveraign Lord of all crea- 
tures in Heaven and Earth, and our 
moſt merciful and gracious Father 
in thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, We moſt 
heartily acknowledge that our be- 
ings, and all. the comforts of them 
depend on thee, the Fountain of 
all good. VVe have nothing but 
what 
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what we have received thence : and 
is owing intirely tv thy tree and 
bounteous love, O moſt bleſſed 
Creator ; and to the unſearchable 
riches of thy grace, O moſt bleſſed 
Redeemer. To thee therefore be 
given by us and all creatures, whom 
thou haſt made to know how great 
and- how good thou art, all honour, 
glory and praile ;-all love, ſervice 
and obedience, as long as we have 
any being. It is but meet, right, 
and our bounden duty, that we 
ſhould at all times, and in all places 
]1ve thanks unto thee, O Lord; and 
devoutly reſign both foul and body 
to thee, to be abſolutely governed 
and -ruled according to thy holy 
will and pleaſure, Weare heartily 
ſorry that we have not done it, from 
the very beginning of our lives till 
this-time. Weare aſhamed to think 
of. our injuſtice and ingratitude, in 
— our own delires ſo long, 
and 'rendring our ſelves, no ſooner, 


moſt humbly obedient, in all things 
TY 
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to thee. Our hopes are _ in 
thofe infinite mercies, which have 
{pared us notwithſtanding, and open- 
ed our eyes to {ce our errors, and 
touched our hearts with ſome ſenſe 
of our duty. 

And we hope in them not only 
for a pardon, which we earneftly 
implore according to thy gracious 
promiſes made in Chriſt Jelus, but 
tor the power of thy holy Spirit, to 
further and promote thoſe godly re- 
ſolutions , which we feel already in 
our hearts, to live as becomes thy 
creatures; and as becomes the Diſcr- 
pr of Jeſus Chriſt, who were ear- 
y dedicated to thee, and have of- 
ten ſince vowed themſelves to thy 
ſervice. As thou haſt made us to 
underitand the reaſonableneſs and 
goodneſs of all thy Laws : fo make 
us more and more in love with them; 
that they may be writ upon our 
hearts, and our wills may cleave un- 
to them, as our very lite. Keep a- 
live ſuch a powerful ſenſe of t go 

an 
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and of the love of our Lord and Sa- 


viour in our mind ; that we may 
naturally fear and reverence thee, 
and ſtudy to be approved of thee, 
and beloved by thee, and account 
it our higheſt perfe&tion and hap- 
pinels to be like thee. 

O that it may ever be the joy of 
our hearts to be Righteous as thou 
art Righteous ; to be Mercitul, as 
thou our Heavenly Father art Mer- 
ciful ; to be Holy, as thou who haft 


called us art Holy, in all manner of | 


converſation 3 to be indued with 
thy Divine Wiſdom, .and. to reſem- 
ble thee in Faithfulneſs and Truth: 
O that the memory of our bleſſed 
Saviour , and his admirable exam- 
ple may be always dear unto us: 
that we may cheartully follow him 
12 his Humility, Meeknels, Patience, 
Contentednels , Peaceableneſs, and 
Delight to do thy Will, O God, in 
every thing as he did. Accept, we 
moſt humbly beſeech thee , of theſe 
delires of our ſouls after thee ; and 


gra” 
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graciouſly affiſt and ſtrengthen them, 


according as we unfeignedly offer 
them up unto thee. Accept likewiſe 
of our thanks for thy merciful pre- 
ſervation of us all this day ; by which 
weare come in ſafety to the conclult- 
on of it, and are here before thee 
with a new load of thy benefits up- 
on us, added to other innumerable 
bleflings which thou haſt formerly 


| beſtowed. We are bold again like- 


wiſe to commit our ſelves unto thee 
this night; and to truſt in thy mer- 
ciftul protection and care over us, 
when we can take no care of our 
ſelves, or any thing elſe belonging 
to us. Defend us from all the pow- 
ers of Darknels, from evil Men, 
from Fire and all ſuch fad accidents : 
and raile up our ſpirits, together 
with our hodies, in the morning, to 
ſuch a vigorous .ſenſe of thy conti- 
nued goodneſs, as may provoke us 
all the day long to an unwearied di- 
ligence in well doing. 

And the ſame Mercies that we beg 
for 
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for our ſelves, we deſire for the reſt 
of man-kind; eſpecially for all thoſe 
who are called by the name of Chriſt, 
O that every member of that body, 
of which He is the head,may do their 
duties with all fidelity, according 
to the ſeveral offices to which thou 


haſt aſſigned them. That Kings may 


be tender-hearted, as the Fathers | 
of their Countries ; and all their | 


Subjets.may be dutiful and: obed- 
ent to them as their children: That 
the Paſtors of the Church may feed 
thy Flock with Wiſdom and Under- 
ſanding ; and the people may all ſub- 
mit unto them,and follow their godly 
counſels: That the rich and mighty 
may have compaſſion on the - poor 
and miſerable ; and all ſuch di- 
ſtreſſed people may bleſs the rich, 
and rejoyce in the proſperity of 
thoſe that are ahove them. Give 
Husbands and V Vives, Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants, the 
grace to behave themſelves ſo in 
their ſeveral Relations-, that they 
may 
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may adorn the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things; and being an 
honour to his Religion here, may 
receive immortal honour and glor 

hereafter from the hands of Chril 

Jeſus ; in whoſe holy Name and 
words, we continue to beſecch thy 
grace and mercy towards us, and all 
thy People every where: ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Heavens, 


| hallowed be thy Name : Thy kingdom 


| come ; Thy will be done in earth, as it 


is in Heaven, Give us this day our 
daily bread : And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us : Hnd lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 


evil, &c. 
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| Lord, the high and holy One, 
| () whoſe glory i above 

the earth and heaven. VVe 
thy Creatures proſtrate our ſelves in 
the humbleſt adorations of Thee: 
aſcribing to Thee all Power , VVit- 
dom , Riches , Might, Majeſty, and 
Dominion ; and acknowledging that 
to Thee of right belongs all Wor- 
ſhip, Bleſſing , Thankigiving and 
Praife ; together with all Honour, 
Love, Service and Obedience for 
ever more, Bleſſed be thine Omni- 
potent 


Plal.148.13; 


Pl 
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potent goudnelſs , which hath ad- 
vanced us to ſuch a degree of being, 
that we are capable ro tbok back 
to thee from whom we come ; to 
know thee, to love thee, to acknow- 
ledge thy great bounty towards us, 
and to reſemble thee in Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. All that is within us 
bleſſes thy Holy Name, for breathing 
into us unmortal ſpirits, that we may 
eternally admire thee , praiſe thee, 
love thee, and joytully render thoſe 
grateful acknowledgements which 
we owe unto thee. We can never 
ſufficiently magnifie thy mercies to- 
wards us ; eſpecially thoſe in the 
Lord Jelus, in whom thy Grace hath 


ſo exceedingly abounded.as to turpaſs | 


not only our deſerts, but the largeſt | 


of our deſires. Bleſſed, bleſſed, for 
ever bleſſed be thy fatherly good- 
neſs, who haſt ſent him from heaven 
ſo unexpectedly to viſit us vile 
wretches, who-dwell in houſes of 
clay, whole foundation is in the 
duſt. Lord! what is man;that thou 


art | 
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art mindful of him ; or the fon of 
man, that thou didſt thus viſit him? 
VVe thank thee, according to our 
poor ability , from the very _ bot- 
tom of our hearts, for his manifeſta - 
tion in our fleſh ; for the charitable 
teſtimonies he gave of his love to 
mankind in the courle of his life ; 
for that aſtoniſhing grace in ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to dye for us ; for his 
glorious Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion 
to Heaven ; for the Soveraign Power 
and Authority, which thou haſt gi- 
ven him at thy right hand ; for his 
compaſſionate interceſſion for us ; 
and the aflurances we have received 
of his being the King of Glory, and 


| of his continued kindneſs to us, by 
| the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. We 


will never ceaſe to blels thee for that 
great ſalvation,which was firft preach- 
ed by the Lord,and was con- __ 
| firmed by them that heard A _ 
him ; and for the witneſs which thou 
bareft to them, both with ſigns and 
wonders, and with aivers miracles 


| F ' and 


| 


to thy own will, We rejoyce 1n the 
Light of thy holy Goſpel ; that we 
ſee the way to be happy both by 


the Doctrine, and example of thy | 


Son Jeſus ; that we have the in- 
couragement of his precious pro- 
-miſes 3 and ſuch good hope of re- 
miſſion of ſin, and eternal life, in 
the day when he ſhall judge the 
world in righteouſneſs. O how much 
are we bound unto thee, for that 
comfortable hope which thou hat 


given us, of ſeeing our dear Saviour | 


41 all his glory, and being there 
where he 1s, and reigning with him 
for ever! VVe again render thee our 
moſt hearty thanks, for that ever- 
lafting conſolation and good hope 
through grace, which thou haſt gi- 
ven us : and for all thoſe benekts 


likewiſe, which thou art pleaſed to | 
beſtow upon us, to make our ſtay | 


.here -on Earth the more convent- 
ent and delightful to us. VVe are 
every way obliged to thee, be- 
yond 
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yond all that we are able to expreſs 
or conceive. Thou teedeſt us, and 
clotheſt us 3 thou preiervelt our 
health, and our ſtrength ; thou haſt 
delivered us from innumerable dan- 
gers; and when thou haſt chaſtiſed 
us, it hath been in great mercy and 
clemency, and nut according to our 
deſerving. 

O that all the world would ſhew 
forth thy praiſe, and devote them- 
ſelves to the ſervice of our Lord. 
Let all Kings of the Earth {ubmir 
themſelves unto him, and glory 4 
the Name of his obedient Subjects. 
High and low, rich and poor, let 
them praiſe the Name of the Lord, 
from this time forth and for evyer- 
more. 

Accept , moſt gracious God , of 
theſe unteigned detires of us thy ſer- 
vants; who, for our parts, intirely 
dedicate our felves, both ſouls and 
bodies, unto thee : Reſolving in all 
things to walk worthy of thee, who 
haſt called us to thy Kingdom and 

F 2 Glory, 


: Glory, and bleſſed us allo with ma- 
.ny other good things which make 
this life to be a more eaſie paſſage to 
-a better. We will never forget how 


ſtudy to expreſs our grateful remem- 
| .brance of thy mercies , by living 
| ſeberly , righteouſly and 
"Tit. 2, 12,13. oaly in this preſent world; 
| Jooking for that bleſſed hope , and the 
| glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Feſus Chrift, Fa- 
-vour, we pray thee, theſe holy pur- 


begun, and to perfe& holineſs in 


faith, vertue ; and towver- 
Fue , knowledge ; and to 
knowledge , temperance ; 
«nd to temperance , patience ; and to 
patience , godlineſs ; and to goalineſs, 
brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly 
:kindneſs , charity. That theſe things 
being in us and abounding , they may 

make 
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.much we are indebted to thee : but | 


Poſes with the conſtant aſſiſtance of 
thy good ſpirit ; that we may be | 
.able to accompliſh what we have | 


thy fear, Help us to add 7to or 
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make ts to be neither barren, nor un-' 
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Feſus Chris; 

Preſerve us this day eſpecially ; 


that we ſwerve not preſently from-- 


theſe pious reſolutions : But may - 
give ſuch a proof of their ſincerity, 
by our being ſtedfaſt and immove- 
able in all well-doing,notwithitand-- 
ing any temptation to the contrary ; 
that we may have the better hope: 
we ſhall perſevere to the very end, 
through thy continued grace in 


| Chriſt Jeſus ; in whoſe words we 


deſire all that vhou ſeeſt needful, ei- 
ther for our Souls or Bodies, ſay- 


ing, 
Ozr Father, &c. 


At Night. 


We are here again proſtrate be- 
tore thee, O Lord of Hea- 


F 3 ven 
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ven and earth, to joyn our ſelves 
with all that holy company , who 
—_Y"Y reſi not day and nipht, ſay- 
ing , Hiely , holy, holy, 

Lord God {liehty, which was, and is, 
and is to come, Thou art Yoo! fy, O 
Lexa, to receive glory, hononr , and 
power : for thou ha5t created all things, 
ana for thy pleaſure they are and were 
created, Bleſſed be thy divine good- 
neſs, which hath made the children 
of men but little lower than the 
Angels; ard crowned us with ſuch 
giory and honour, that We are Ca- 
able to accompany that Heavenly 
Hoſt in giving continual thanks and 
praiſe unto thee. Praited be thy 
Name that we are now alive; and 
that we have the uſe of our rea- 
fon and underſtanding ; and enjoy 
ſo many of the comiorts and con- 
veniences of this preſent life ; and 
have attained a good lope through 
Chriſt Jeſus of being immortally 
happy. O how great was thy love 
which ſent him into the world to 
dire 
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direct us 1n the way to that happi- 
nels by his holy doctrine and lite ; 


and to be a propitiation for our ins - 


by his death ; and to be the firs that 


| ſhould riſe from the dead, 


and ſhould ſhwwy light un- Cs. 

to the world, VVe rejoyce 1n that 
light of life :- We molt cheartully 
devote ourſelves to be the taithful 
Dilciples of him.the Prince of peace, 
the Lord of lite and glory, It 1s our 
happineſs as well as our duty to be 
governed by him, and obey his com- 
mands. We are ſenlible that they 
are all equal, juſt and guod-: and 


that thou haſt done us an 1nhnite - 


kindnels, in teaching us to deny un- 
godlineſs and wan", luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteoully , and godly 
in this preſent world. 

And therefore we here again moſt 
heartily ſurrender our wills to thine : 
deſiring that we may unchangeably 
cleave unto it, with the greateſt and 
moſt intire love and affection to all 
its commands. O that there may a- 
F 4 bide 
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bide for ever in us ſuch a ſtrong and 
powerful ſenſe of thy mighty love 
towards us in Chriſt Jeſus, as may 
conſtrain us freely and willingly 
to pleaſe thee in the conſtant ex- 
erciſe of piety and devotion ; righte- 
ouſneſs and mercy ; temperance and 
chaſtity ; meeknelſs and patience ; 
trath and fidelity ; together with 
fuch an humble, contented and 
peaceable ſpirit, as. may adorn the 
Religion of our Lord and Maſter, 
O God, that theſe holy deſires and 
inclinations may never dye , nor 
languih in our hearts: but be kept 
alive in their vigour and force, by 
the perpetual inſpirations. of the Ho- 
ly Ghot. 

VVe wait upon thee for that pro- 
mile of our Saviour, to aſfhiſt and 
promote our ſincere indeavours, to 
preſerve our Souls unblameable 1n 
the love of thee our God , and of 
all man-kind. VVe heartily delire 
the proſperity and welfare of every 
one of them, as well as our pug 
that 
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that they were all ſo wiſe and happy 
as to acknowledge and ſubmit them- 
ſelves to thee, by obeying thy holy 
Laws. Elpecially we detire that all 
Kings and Princes may become our 
Saviours Subjects ; and conforming 
themſelves to his will, may be ren- 
dred thereby moſt excellent exam- 
ples to all other men. Indue our 
Soveraign with abundance of the Spi- 
rit of counſel, and judgment, and 
the fear of our Lord. Make him 
happy in wiſe and faithful Mini- 
ſters; in loyal and peaceable Sub- 
jects ; and in the good ſuccels of all 
his enterpriſes, for the honour of Re- 
tigion, and his Peoples tranquillity. 
We commend to thy mercies all our 
Friends, Relations, and Benefactors : 
deſiring that all who have done 
us good , may be requited an hun- 
dred fold here, and obtain at laſt 
eternal life. And all that have done 
evil to us, as we heartily forgive 
them, ſo we earneſtly deſire: rhey 
may obtain thy gracio1s pardon. 

Þ 5 To 
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Together with. theſe we remember 
likewiſe all that are in affliction, 
whatſoever it be cither of ſoul or 
body: to whom we with eale, and 
comfort, and ſeaſonable relicf ; that 
they may rejoyce 1n the end for the 
Days wherein they have ſeen ad- 
verlity. 

In theſe holy thoughts and de- 
fires we now are bold to commend 
our ſelves to thy protection this 
night; who haſt preſerved and 
bleſſed us ( we moſt thankfully ac- 
a all the day paſt. We 
repoſe our ſelves in the belief of 
thy good providence ; with which 
we 1ntrult our felycs, and ail be- 
longing to us. We would lay down 
our ſelves to ſleep, with hearts. full 
of love to thee, and humble faith 
and hope in thee : Defiring we may 
awake again in the ſame manncr, ard 
find that we are {till with Thee. 
Diipole us, good Lord , by the reit 
thou giveſt us always to ſcrve thee 
more zealoully with our renewed 
ſpirits; 
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ſpirits: that after the few days and 
nights we have to pals in this world, 
we may come to thy eternal reſt to- 
gether with Chriſt Jelus. In whole 
bleſſed name and words, we ſtill re- 
commend our ſelves to thy mercies. 


Orr Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come; Thy will be done incarth, as it 
is in heaven, Give us this day our 
daily bread; And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us : And lead mus not 
int» temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, &C. 
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God , moſt blefſed for ever: 
whoſe the world is, and the 

fulneſs thereof ; who needeſt not a- 
ny thing that we can give thee, 
for thou giveſt us whatſoever we in- 
joy. We proſtrate our ſelves before 
| thee to make ſuch poor expreſſions 
as we are able, of the ſenſe we have 
of thine infinite bounty tous. It is 
but fit and meer that we ſhould ac- 
knowledge and praiſe thee, though 
we can thereby add nothing unto 
thee. It is our happineſs to have 

2 
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Friday. 
a grateful remembrance of thy goud- 
nels to us: and to be kait unto 
thee in hearty love, and dutiful af- 
tection all the days cf our lile. 

We thank thee therefore, O Lord 
of heaven and earth, who haſt load- 
ed us continually with thy benefits. 
They are great, and many more than 
we can number ; both towards our 
bodies, and towards our ſouls; for 
the comfort of this life, and our e- 
verlaſting Salvation in the Lite to 
come. For ever adored be thy love 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath given us 
an undoubted teſtimony of thy fa- 
therly care and providence over us : 
and incouraged us, though we have 
offended thee, to addreſs our ſelves 
to thee, with good hope of thy gra- 
cious acceptance of us into friend- 
ſhip with thee again. We love thee, 
O Lord, above all things. We free- 
ly offer our ſpirits, ſouls, and bodies 
to Thee, with moſt ſincere devotion, 
and the heartieſt affection to thy 
ſervice. There 1s nothing we _ 
a 
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and long for ſo much, as to have a 
lively ſenſe of thy marvatlous love 
always poſleſhng our Hearts ; that 
may {till conſtrain us to love thee, 
to obey .thee, to truſt in thee, to be 
content with the portion thy love 
allors unto us, and to rejoyce even 
in the midſt of all the troubles of 
this life. 

We cannot chuſe, O Lord, when 
we ſeriouſly think of what thou haſt 
done for us; but abſolutely commit 
our (elves to thee.and 1ntirely conftide 
in thee for the time to come. Since 
thou haſt zot ſpared thy 
own Son, but delivered a 
him up for us all, how ſhalt thon not 
with him alſo freely give 15 all things ? 
We depend upon thee eſpecially for 
the grace of thy Holy Spirit ; for 
the power of which in our Hearts, 
exciting thele holy deſires and god- 
ly reſolutions, we moſt humbl 
thank thy divine Majeſty. O that we 
may feel it perpetually bearing us up 
by the ſtrength of our moſt holy 
faith, 
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faith, and by the power of love and 
hope, above all the temptations, 
which at any time allault us. That 
we may keep our ſelves unſpotted 
from the world ; and no appetite 
of pleaſure, of glory, or of riches 
may ever mm us from our duty : 
but we may ſtill cleave to thee in 
Righteouſneſs , Purity , Humility , 
Charity, and all other divine ver- 
tues, of which our Lord hath given 
us ſo great an example. 

For his ſake we hope for a fa- 
vourable acceptance of theſe our 
praiſes, acknowledgments and pray- 
ers. For we muſt be ſtill beholden 
to thine infinite goodneſs, for the 
teaſt regard to any thing that we 
can do, who are but unprohtable 
ſervants. And we wait upon. the 
ſame goodneſs tor thy bleſſing to ac- 
company us all this day ; that we 
may do nothing, but what we know 
is plealing to thee, and may be fo 
proſpered, protected and aſſiſted by 
thine Almighty power, that ws may 
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| return with our hearts full of love 


and thankfulneſs tro Thee in the 
Evening , again to praiſe and mag- 
nihe thy continued kindnels to us. 
Unto which we commend moſt 
heartily the reſt of man-kind: de- 
firing that they may all know thee, 
the true God , and Jeſus Chritt 
whom thou haſt ſent : whom to 
know 1s eternal life. And O that 
all Chriſtians would walk worthy of 
thy high and heavenly Calling ; that 
others ſeeing their good works , 
may be invited thereby to acknow- 
ledge and glorifie thee our heavenly 
Father. More particularly we deſire 
the increaſe of wiſdom and goud- 
neſs, to all Chriſtian Kings and 
Princes ; and a plentiful portion of 
the Spirit of thy Grace to all Chri- 
{tian Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons : 
that they may be eminent inſtru- 
ments of thy honour, and their peo- 
ples good, by the authority of their 
Doctrine _ godly Exampie. Make 
our Soveraign und us all- happy n 
CAC 
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each other ; by the faithful diſcharge 
of our ſeveral duties, in the places 
wherein thy molt high wiſdom hath 
ſet us. And we delire the comtort 
of thoſe that mourn, the eaſe of thoſe 
who are in pain, the health of the | 
ſick, the releaſe of poor Priſoners | 
and Captives, the quiet and fatisfa- 

ion of thole who are 1a trouble 

and anguiſh of mind, and the true 

content of all men in whatſoever | # 
condition they are : that we may '7 
be all continually giving thanks to | #/ 
Thee, the Father of mercies, for '| t 
the joy thou ha#t ſet before us, and the {t 


hope we-have, by running our Chrt- V 
{tian race with patience, to come 0 
to that bleſſed place into which Je- 1 
ſus our fore-runner is already entred n 
for ws. By whom we continue to t 
deſire, in his own words, that thou t 
mayſt be glorified every where, in v 
our well doing ; ſaying as he hath l 
taught us, 1 


Our Father, &c. 


- = we —_ — % 


Friday, Prayers for Families. 115 


At N ight, 


and Governour of the world. 
How great and manifold 
are thy works! in wifſ- 
dom hat thou made them all. The day 
# thine, the night alſo is p 
thine: thou haſt prepared TT 
the lizht and the Sun. Wethy crea- 
tures, a ſmall part of mankind, pro- 
{trate our ſelves before thee this e- 
vening, in the humbleſt adoration 
of thy divine Majeſty : prailing thy 
incomprehenſible pertections , and 
rendring Thee our thanks for all 
the, benefits thou haſt beſtowed on 
the whole world , eſpecially on us 
whom thou haſt called to the know- 
ledge of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus. It 
15a marvailous love wherewith thou 
haſt loved us. Thou haſt not dealt 
lo with all People ; and as for thy 
great 


() Lord, the Almighty Creator 


Plal, 104. 24, 
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cms and precious promiſes they 
1ave not known them. 

VVe are bound therefore more 
particularly to offer up unto thee 
continually ſpiritual ſacrifices by 
Chriſt Jeſus : and to laud and bleſs 


thy great and glorious Name in the 


Friday.. 


behalf of our ſelves, and the reſt of | 


man-kind : among whom thou hatt 
left innumerable teſtimonies of thy 
careful providence, in that thou dv 
_ them good, and giveſt them 
"417 Rain from Heaven , and 
fruitful ſeaſons, line their hearts with 
food and gladneſs, VVe praile thee, 
we bleſs thee, we magnihe and ex- 
tol thy wiſe and powerful goodnels, 
we thank thee for thy never ceaſing 
_—_— towards us ; eſpecially that 
thou haſt vouchſafed to ſend Jeſus 
Chriſt 1o reſtore us by his appearing 
among us , and his humbling -him- 
ſelf to the death for us, and his glo- 
rious Reſurrection from - the Grave 
and Aſcenſion on high, to a bleſſed 
hope of thy mercy unto eternal =— 
= —_ 
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We can do no leſs than devote our 
ſelves, ſouls and bodies, eternally to 
thee : returning , what we have re- 
ceived from thee, back again with 


the greateſt love, and molt grateful 
| acknowledgements. 


Accept , we 
pray thee, O moſt gracious and mer- 


+ | ciful Father, ct this ſmall oblation 


we make thee, of our moſt hearty 


\ and unfeigned reſolutions to wor- 
| ſhip and ſerve thee; in the conſtant 


| 


| Thee and all Men to our livcs 


exerciſe of righteouſneſs, mercy, 
meekneſs , patience , humility , and 


| purity, with whatſoever is lovely 


| and .of good report. And we hum- 


bly beg thy holy Spirit may con- 
ftantly accompany us ; inabling us 
to think of theſe things, to cleave 
unto them, to delight 1n them, and 
to | na in a free and willing 

ormance of all our duty towards 


end. 

And we moſt heartily deſire the 
reſt of man-kind may at laft be fo 
happy as to come acquainted with 
the 


— 
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the excecding riches of thy grace in 

G *kciſt. O that hy way 
Plal, 7.2: ray be known upon earth, 
Rom.15.10.6, 4d thy ſawing health a- 


mon all Mapians that all | 


the Gentiles may rejoyce with thy Pev 


”_ 


ple, and we may with one mind and 


one mouth glorifie thee our God, even 


the Father of our Lord Feſws Chri#t, 
O that all Idolatry and ungodlinels, 


all cruelty and filthineſs, all rapine 


and violence, may be aboliſhed and 


rooted out of the earth; and true | 


piety , righteouinel(s, holineſs, and 
brotherly kindneſs may flouriſh 1n 
the room thereof, For which end 
we beſcech thee indue all Kings and 
Princes, eſpecially rhoſe that are 
Chriſtian, wath a great ſenle of thy 
Soveraign Authority over all; that 
they may humbly obey thee, as they 
deſire others ſhould obey them; 
and govern all their People with 
great wiſdom, uprightneſs , and a 


tender compaſſionate care of their | 


welfare. O that no covetouſnels, 
am- 
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ambition, or revenge may rule in 
any hearts, provoking them to war 
and blood-thed : but there may be 
great peace 1n all Lands , by ob- 
icrving the holy Laws of the Prince 
of peace, Chriſt Jeſus. 

More particularly we recommend 
unto thy bleſſing, theſe Kingdoms 
wherein we live : beſeeching thee 
to be merciful to our fins, in giving 
us grace to repent of them, and to 
bring forth fruits meet tor repentance 
and amendment of life. Bleſs our 
Soveraign, and all that are imploy- 
ed under him, either in Spiritual 
or Civil affairs, with all thoſe graces 
which are neceſſary for the right 
diſcharge of their duties in ſuch 
ligh places. Proſper all their pious 
indeavours for the good either of 
mens ſouls, or outward eſtates ; that 
true Religion and Vertue increaſing, 
and all ungodlineſs and vice being 
put to ſhame, we may become a re- 


er | nowned Nation, and a praiſe in the 


30 | 


m- 


Earth. We commend to thee allo, 
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O Father of mercies, all thoſe who 
are in adiſtreſled and ſorrow ful con- 
dition : moſt earneſtly deſiring their 
ſcaſonable relief and comfort ; with 
their releaſe from thoſe troubles, 
when thou pleaſeſt. And now that 
we are going to lay down our ſelves 
to ſleep, we put our ſelves and 
our habitations, with all that be- 
long unto us, into thy moſt gracious 
protection : hoping thou wait take 
care of us, when we cannot ſo much 
as think how to ſecure our ſelves 
from any danger that may approach 
us. Thou haſt been our Helper, 
Keeper , and Defender , therefore 
under the ſhadow of thy Wings will 
we ſtill rejoyce. VVhen we cloſe 
our Eyes, let theſe holy thoughts 
of thee, and affections towards thee, 
{till remain in us, and poſſeſs our 
hearts ; that they may awake a- 
gain with us in the morning, and 
ſend up our fouls in renewed love, 
and thanks, and praiſe to thy di- 

y1ne 
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vine Majeſty by our bleſſed Saviour 
and Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus. In 
whoſe words we continue to im- 
1 plore thy mercies towards us. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
c hallowed be thy Name : Thy kingdom 
d come ; Thy will be aone in earth, as it 
- #s in Heaven, Give us this day our 
's daily bread: And forgive us our 
e Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
h treſpaſs againſt us: And lead us mot 
5 tnto temptation, but acliver us from 
h | evil, &c. 
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Lord ; all thy works praiſe 

thee, and declare the greatneſs 

of thy Majeſty, Power, Wiſdom 
and Bounty which ſurpaſs all under- 
ſtanding. Thou art good unto all, and 
thy tender mercies are over all thy 
works, Thou art holy in all thy ways, 
and righteous in all thy doings : and 
keepeſt truth for ever. Thy Kingdom 
is an everlaſting kingdom, and thy do- 
minion endureth throughout all genera- 
tions, We all decay and four the 
heavens themſelues wax old like a gar- 
G 2 ment : 
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ment : but thou art the ſame, and thy 
years ſhall have no end. 

NVe adore Thee , O Lord moſt 
high, and moſt willingly joyn our 
hearts and voices this Morning toge- 
ther with all the hoſt of Heaven and 
Earth, to laud and praile thy glori- 
ous Name ; and give thanks unto 
thee, whoſe mercy cndurcth for 
ever. VVe think our ſelves happy 
that we know thee; and that we 
live under the care and providence 
of thine Almighty and moſt wile 
goodneſs; and that we have a good 
hope, not only of thy bleſſing and 
favour here, but of life for | ever- 
more. Bleſſed be thy Name for 


ſending thy Son Jelus, to give us | 


theſe hopes, by his Death, and Re- 


ſurre&ion, and Aſcenſion to Heaven, | 


and the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Bleſſed be thy Name who halt train- | 


ed us up in his Religion, and given 
-us the means and opportunities to 
know thar love of thine which paſſes 
xnowledge. V Ve thank thee tor all 


the | 
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the bleſſed operations and motions 
of thy holy Spirit in our hearts: 
and that thou haſt ſo early inclined 
us to fear thee, and love thee, and 
place our contentment and fatisfactt- 
on in thy love and favour, which 
is better than life it (elf, And that 
thou haſt alſo added 2 number of 
other mercies, for our comtortabie 
ſubſiſtence in this World : having 
granted us ſo long health, peace and 
plenty ; a great many friends, loving 
relations and acquaintance ; and 
continued .the enjoyment of them to 
this day, though we be ſo unworthy 
of the leaſt of thy favours. VVe 
thank thee, O God, that now thou 
haſt graciouſly renewed thy kind- 
nels unto us, in protecting us the 
laſt night from all the powers of 
darkneſs, and every evil accident; 
and raiſing us up this morning in 
health and ſafety to praiſe thy good- 

nels. 

More eſpecially we praiſe thee for 
any ſenſe we have of theſe thy mer- 
G 3 cles : 
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cies : humbly waiting on thee for 

the increaſe of it, and for thy gra- 

cious pardon of all our unthanktul- 

neſs and undutiful behaviour to- 

wards thee ; which we moſt heartr 

by bewail, and deſire, and will en- 
eavour to amend, 

And for that end we implore 
the help of thy holy Spirit, which 
our Lord hath incouraged us to ask 
of thee; and told us thou wilt not 
deny to thoſe that earneſtly ſeek it, 
and continue to knock importunate- 
ly at the gate of Mercy for it, We 
believe all his promiſes to be faith- 
ful and true ; and therefore humbly 
depend on thy mighty Power to 
ſtrengthen and inable us to do our 
duty towards thee, and towards all 
men ; with care, and diligence, and 
zeal, and perſeyerance to the end, 
Indue us, good Lord , with a ſpirit 
of true and fervent devotion , to 
Thee our Creator and Redeemer: 
with upright, juſt, and charitable 
hearts to all our Neighbours: - 

Wit 
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with temperate , contented and” 
humble minds, in every eondition- 
and ſtate of life, unto which thou: 
ſhalt pleaſe to call us. 

Help us to be meek and gentle in: 
our converſation ; prudent and di- 
ſcreet in ordering all our affairs ; 
good and uſeful 1a every relation ; 
obſervant of rhy fatherly provt- 
dence in every thing that befalls us ;' 
grateful for thy benefits; patient un- 
der thy chaſtiſements ; and readily 
diſpoſed to every good word and” 
work. Preſerve 1n us a conſtant re- 
membrance of thine all-ſeeing eye ; 
of the many promiſes and vows we 
have made of fidelity to thee ; of 
thine ineſtimable love in Chriſt Je: 
ſuz3, whereof thou haſt given us fo 
many pledges ; and of the great ac- 
count we muſt give to him, the 
Judge of all, at the day of his ap- 
pearing: That ſo we may continue 
Hedfaft and unmoveable , and be 4- 
bundant in the work of. the Lord; 
knowing that our. labour ſhall not be 

"FT 3 in. 
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in vain in the Lord, Deliver us, we 
belcech Thee, from all inordinate 
cares and deſires ; from vain hopes 
and caulcleſs fears; and fo. dipole 
our hearts, that death it ielf may not 
be dreadful to us : but we may 
welcome it with a cheartul counte- 
nance, when and howloever it ſhall 
approach. 

O that our hearts may be ſo firm- 
ty {ettled and eſtabliſhed in the true 
Religion , and our minds kept ſo 
tree from all deluſions ; that no- 
thing may affright us, or ſhake our 
conſtancie: But we may rather chule 
to dye, than diſhonour our Saviour, 
who dyed for us. VVe reſign our 
ſelves to thy wiſdom and goodnels, 
who knoweſt what 1s beſt for us: 
hoping thou wilt zever ſuffer ws to be 
tempted above what we 
are able, and wilt with 
the temptation alſo make 
a way to eſcape, that we may be able to 
bear it. 

We commend unto thee, — 
a 


1 Corinth, 10, 
13, 
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all mankind , eſpecially thy Church 


and choſen people : theſe Kingdoms 
more particularly, of which we are 
members; that we may be all faith- 
ful to our Lord Chriſt, and zealous 
of good works. Bleſs our Sove- 
raign, his Councellors, his Miniſters, 
and all imployed in publick bulinels, 
whether Spiritual or Civil ; that they 
_ be conſcientiouſly induſtrious, 
and whatſoever they do may pro- 
ſper, for the good of all thole who 
are committed to their charge. Be 
gracious to all our friends, and thoſe 
who are dear unto us. Keep us all 
in thy fear, and love, and obedience 
while we live; and makeus willin 
todye,and to be with Chriſt whic 
1s beſt of all. Cuide us, good Lord, 
and govern us by the ſame ſpirit of 
wildom- and goodnels, that we may 
be {o united: to thee here, as not to 
be eternally ſeparated; when thou 
art pleaſed 'to- order our departure 
hence: Bur that we all at laſt may 
have an happy meeting 1n the other 
oY and 
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and better world ; to dwell with 
thee 1n love and joy, that ſhall ne- 
ver dye, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, in whoſe 
words we {till beſeech thee to hear 
us. 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night . 


LE honour and glory, thanks ' 
A and praiſe, love and ſervice be 


rendred by us, and all other reaſon- 
able Creatures to thy great and glo- 
rious Majeſty, O Lord ; who hat 
brought us into the world ; and pre- 
ſerved our life moſt tenderly to this 
moment ; and made it ealie and 
comfortable to us by more mercies 
than we can number. And to all 
the former halt added thole of this 
day, which we have paſled in peace, 
and health, and ſafety ; bleſſed - | 
1903's 
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thy never-cealing goodne(s. Above all 
we acknowledge thy unconceiveable 
love in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom thou 
haſt made a gracious proviſion for 
our Souls, and their everlaſting hap- 
pinels in the other world : Having 
ſent Him to us with the promitfes 
of eternal life; and to be the Way 
and Director to it; and given him to 
dye, that he might ſeal his promiſes 
with his bloud ; and raiſed him a- 
gain from the dead, that our faith 
and hope might be in thee, O God. 

Eye had not ſeen, nor 
Fax heard, neither did en- 
ter into the heart of man the things 
which thou haſt prepared for them that 
lbwe thee. We love thee, O Lord, and 
give our ſelves, borh ſouls and bodies - 
to thee : molt earneſtly deſiring to. 
be inſpired with ſuch a ſenſe of thy 
infinite goodnefs, that we may love 
thee more , and ſerve thee better ; 
with all our heart, and witlr all our 
ſoul, and with all our ſtrength: 

We confeſs we. have not walked 
worthy 


1 Cor. 2.9, 
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wv orthy of the great-benchts we have 
received ; and therefore may juſtly 
tear thou ſhouldeſt with-hold thy 
tender mercies , and ſhut up thy 
loving kindnels in diſplealure. But 
the deſires and holy reſolutions thou 
haſt wrought and continueſt 1n- our 
Souls, to amend and become {till 
more fruitful in all good works, 
incourage us to hope in thee for 
pardon through the blood of Jelus 
Chriſt ; and tor the aſſiſtance ot thy 
holy Spirit, to 1inable us to. accom- 
oliſh that which we intend and pur- 
pole, to grow more and more in 
wiſdome and knowledge , and in 
righteouſnels and true holineſs. O 
that this Image of thine may appear 
every day fairer and more beautt- 
ful before thce, and in the ſight of 
all men! That ſo we may adorn the 
Religion we profe(s; and be a good 
Example unto others ; and have a 
folid foundation of peace and com: 
fort in our own hearts; and be a- 
ble to hope 1n thee for thy. future 
mercy 


— 


Saturvay. Prayers for Families. 173 
mercy in Chrilt Jelus, even unto 
eternal lite. 

VVe commend our ſelves to thy 
wonted grace ; and ina ſenſe of what 
thou haſt done already for us, and 
what thou haſt promiſed to do, de- 
pend on thy goodnels for what thou 
jeclt protitable and conducing to 
our chiefeſt good : referring our 
ſelves w holly to thy wiſe will and 
plealure 3 and reſolved contentedly 
to ſubmit to thy appointments,thank- 
fully to receive thy mercies, and 
to reſt ſatished with our portion, 
whatioever it be that thou ordereſt 
for us. Make us but ſtedfaſt in thy 
fuith and love, unwearied in well 
doing , patient and conſtant under 
all ſufferings, full of a lively hope 
in thy mercy, and willing. to dye 
when and as thou pleaſeſt; and we 
have enough. 

In confidence that thou. heareft 
us, and art every where, and never 
flumbereſt nor. {leepeſt ; we com- 
mit our ſelves to the cuſtody of thy 
watclh- 
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watchful providence this night : to 
be ſecured and protected by Thee, 
when we cannot at all attend to vur 
own preſervation. May it pleaſe thy 
goodneſs to give this whole family 
a comfortable reit and repoſe ; to 
defend this habitation, and all about 
us from fire and ſuch like fad acci- 
dents; to deliver us from the power 
of evil ſpirits, and of evil men; and 
to raiſe us in health and cheartulneſs 
to praiſe thee, and to glorifie thee, 
both in Soul and Body the next 
day. Then will we ſing of thy power, 
yea, we will fing aloud of 

P o 59.16, thy mercy in the morning : 
b becauſe thog haſt been our 
defence, and our refuge at all times, 
Hnto thee, O our ſtrength , will we 
fing : for God is our defence, and the 
God of our mercy. We 
will praiſe the Lord with 
onr whole heart, in the aſſembly of 
the upright, and in the Congregation. 
For it i 4 good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord, 
and 


In.T, 
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and to fing praiſes unto thy Name,O0 
moſt Fu Ah "= forth thy loving 
kindneſs in the morning, and thy faith- 
fulneſs every night. 

The earth i thine , and the fulneſs 
thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein. 
Let all the people praiſe thee, O God; 
let all the people praiſe thee, O that 
all the ends of the world would remem- 
ber and turn unto the 
Lord ; and all the kin- **©*Þ —_ 
areds of the Nations worſhip befere 
him. For the kingdom is the Loras,; 
4nd he is the Governour among the Na- 
tions, Bleſs eſpecially all Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes ; that it may be 


an abomination to them to 
and Prov, 16, I'S. 


24. 1. 


commit wickedneſs ; 
their thrones may be eſtabliſhed by 
righteouſneſs. And incline the hearts 
ot all thole who have any authort- 
ty in thele Kingdoms to love and 
hold faſt thy true Religion, and to 
live according to it ; that by mercy 
«nd truth the King may be 16, 28. 


Pr _ 
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preſerved : and his Throne be uphol- 


den by mercy. ; 

We heartily deſire the eaſe, peace 
and ſatisfaction of all thoſe who are 
in pain, troubie, and perplexity : 
and that all poor milerable people 
may find fupply of their wants from 
thy bounty, and the charity of thoſe 
on-whom thou haſt beſtowed plenty 
and abundance. We humbly allo 
wait for thy bleſſing upon all our 
Relations and Friends : truſting in 
thee. for ſuch a meaſure of: health, 
and. all other good things, as thou 
judgeſt uſeful for us; and eſpecially 
that, the Lord Jeſus will deliver ws 
from every evil work, and 
_— us to his heaven- 
ly kingdom : To whom be olory for ever 
and ever, Amen. 


1 Tin. 4, $. 


Ozr. Father, &c. 
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A ſborter Morning Prayer for 
any Day in the Week , when 
there is not time, by reaſon 
of ſome extraordinary occaſi- 
oas, for the other. 


S Moſt great and glorious Cod, 

the Soveraign of the World: 
Upon whom we continually de- 
pend ; to whom we owe all the love; 
the ſervice, and the praiſe that we 
are able to render to all eternity. 
VVe adore thy infinite mercy, from 
whence we have received ſo many 
bleſſings. for the comfort of this lite ; 
and by which we have a ſure Hope 
of good things, in the life to come. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, which hath 
not ſuffered us to wander without 
inſtruction, after the fooliſh deſires 
of our own hearts: but hath clearly 
ſhown 
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ſhown us where our happineſs lyes. 
VVe receive with all thankfulneſs 
thoſe holy words, which teach us 
the bleſſedneſs of poverty and con- 
tentedneſs of ſpirit ; of meekneſs and 
humility of mind ; of hungering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs; of mer- 
cifulneſs and purity of heart ; of 
peaceableneſs, and patient ſuffering, 
for doing the will of our Lord 
Chriſt, 

O that we may have grace to [a- 
bour alway to be in the number of 
thoſe bleſſed Souls, that never ſet 
their hearts on any thing ſo much, 
as theſe heavenly vertues ! O that 
we may ever think and feel our 
ſelves happy, in the comfort of thoſe 
great and precious promiſes, of be- 
ing made the children of the high- 
eſt, the Heirs of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and at laſt of ſeeing thee 
our God. It ſuffices, O Lord, that 
we have theſe glorious hopes here- 
after : which make us believe, thou 


wilt not let us want what is necel- 
ſary 
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fary for us, whilſt we continue here. 
We commend our ſelves, with an 
humble confidence, to thy watch- 
ful providence this day : — 
thee to guide and aſliſt us, that in all 
our defires, words and actions, we 
may keep our ſelves innocent, and 
undefiled before thee ; and be d1- 
{poſed to do all good, as we have 
opportunity. 

And we heartily defire that all 
mankind may be filled with the ſame 
devotion to thee : and eſpecially 
that all Chriſtian people may glo- 
rite thy Name, and be joyful in 
thee, And the greater any are 1n 
Dignity and Power, raiſe their ſpi- 
rits to the greater pitch of Wiſdom, 
Mercy and Piety : that they may 
right thoſe that ſuffer wrong ; and 
defend rhoſe that have no helper; 
and provide for the caſe and com- 
fort of all miſerable creatures; to 
the utmoſt of their power. In this 
ardent charity we commit both ſouls 
and bodies ro thee ; beſeeching thee 


to 
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to increaſe our love to thee, and to 
alt men, till we' be fit to be tranſlated 
to the region of love and joy, and 
perfe&t ſatisfaction, through Chriſt 
Feſlus: who hath taught us,when we 


pray, to ſay 
Our Father, &c.. 


— 


Another ſhort Prayer for the eMorn- 
ing. 


Bleſſed Ged ; be thou acknow- 

ledged, praiſed. and loved by 
us, and all the children of men ; 
on- whom thou poureſt continually 
thy benefits. They are great and 
many : we know not the ſumme;, nor 
underſtand the value of them. The 
Angels themſelves admired thy love 
to us in Chriſt Jeſus; and are be- 
come miniſtring Spirits to them, 
who are Heirs of Salvation. VVe 
enjoy the continual fruits of thy 
watch- 
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watchful providence; by which we 
have been kept in peace and ſafety 
the laſt night, and are raiſed this 
morningin health and ſtrength, both 
of body and mind: beholding all 
things belonging to us, juſt as we 
left them with thee, when we went 
to lleep. 

Accept, we moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, of this poor tribute of praiſe 
and thanks ; together with the 
hearty oblation of our Souls -and 
Bodies, which we here dedicate 
again to thy ſervice. Vouchſafe us 
the continued aſſiſtance of the grace 
of thy holy Spirit ; to 1nable us to 
make good thoſe vows that are up- 
ON Us , of obediently keeping thy holy 
will and commandments, and walk- 
ing in the ſame all the days of our life. 
Pardon, good Lord, all our breaches 
of this Sacred Covenant. Deal not 
with us according to our fins, nei- 
ther reward us after our 1n1quities : 


| But in the multitude of thy tender 
| mercies pitty our errors and wan- 


drings; 


— 
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drings ; and help us againſt our in- 
hrmiries. 

Give us leave this day to put our 
ſelves into thy powerful protection, 
and to de i on thee for thy mer- 
ciful guidance and aſſiſtance ; thar 
we may be more faithful to thee 
in the diſcharge of our duties, and 
never ſwerve from the rules of So- 
briety , Righteoulnel(s , Charity and 
Godlineſs. So thall we return with 
joyful hearts to praiſe thee in the 
Evening: and teach thoſe who ſhall 
come after us , to continue thy 
praiſes in the next generation. A- 
men, for thy mercies ſake in Chrilt 
Jeſus ; in whole words we prelent 
the earneſt deſires of our hearts for 
our felyes, and all our Brethren ; 
laying, 


Onr Father, &c, 
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A ſhort Prayer for the Evening, when 


there is not time for the longer. 


'S Cod ; we thy creatures, who 
have taſted liberally of thy 
bounty many ways; and been 
bleſſed in our ſeveral imployments, 
and mercifully preſerved from ſe- 
veral dangers this day ; are here 
met to joyn together, in moſt hear- 
ty thankſgivings to thy divine Ma- 
jelty ; which with one accord we 


ofter up unto thee. It is the great- 


elt happineſs of all, we acknow- 
ledge , that we have any ſenſe of 
thee in our minds ; any love to 
thee in our hearts ; any remem- 
brance of thy benefits ; any holy 
diſpoſitions to obey thee ; and any 
hopes that thou wilt pardon our ſins, 
_ make us partakers of eternal 

All that wedefire of thee, O Lord, 


A | is the continuance and increaſe of 


this 
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this happineſs : that we may be poſ- 
{eſſed with a ſtronger ſenſe of thy 
Majelty, thy Soveraign Power, thy 
unſearchable Wildom, Goodneſs and 
Truth; and be filled with a more 
ardent love to thee, and to all righte- 
ouſneſs; and delight to do thy Will 
in every thing, and rejoyce in hope 
of thy immortal Glory, As for all 
the things of thus life, in a grateful 
remembrance-of thy many paſt mer- 
cies, We intirely truſt thee for the 
tune to come : referring our ſelves 
to thy Wiſdom: and relolving to be 
content with that portion, which thy 
good providence 1s pleaſed to aflign 
us. -Help us but to be ſtedfaſt and 
unmoveable in the work - of our 
Lord, to bring forth all the fruits 
of the Spirit,: love, joy, peace, long- 


ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 


meekneſs and temperance ; and we 
ſhall think. oyr ſelves rich enough, 
and well provided for in every {tate 

and condition of life; Ns 
In theſe holy thoughts and defires 
we 
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we commend our ſelves to thy gra- 
cious protection this night; hoping 
to find them freſh and lively ia our 
ſouls, when we awake in the Morn- 
ing: and deliring withal the happi- 
nels of the reſt of the world, that 
they may know thee , and acknow- 
ledge thee, and be guided unto, 
and walk in the way that leads to 
cyerlaſting life , through Chriſt Je- 
{us our bleſſed Redeemer. In whoſe 
powerful name, and comprehenſive 
words, we continue to pray as -he 
hath taught us ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


Anather for the Evening. 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe, 
O Lord of heaven and earth, of 
our intire dependence on thee, and 
of the duty we owe thee, and the 


many promiſes and vows wherein we 
H ſtand 


146 Prayer for Families. 


ſtand ingaged to thee, we fall down 
before thee, this Evening, and with 
all reverence worſhip thy divine Ma- 
jeſty : Giving thee the glory that 
15 due unto thy Name, and acknow- 
ledging thy multiplied mercies to us, 
particularly thoſe of this day ; to 
the concluſion of which thou haſt 
now ſafely brought us, with new re- 
ſolutions in our hearts to continue 
for ever in thy faith, and fear, and 
love, and obedience. 

It is but juſt and reaſonable, and 
we feel likewiſe, by daily experi- 
ence, that 1t 15 our happineſs, tv keep 
thy Commandments ; .and to main- 
tain chearful thoughts of thee, and 
an hearty friendſhip with thee, by 
complying in all things with thy 
Holy Will. ©© pardon our folly, 
_ gracious God, in forſaking at 
any time that perfe&t Rule , to fol- 
low- our own unruly deſires. Par- 
don ns, we beſeech thee, for we 
know not how to pardon vur felves 


_ 4uch .ingratitude to thee, and cruelty 
. £0 
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increaſe them ; 
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to our ſ:lves. It 1s the grief of our 
hearts, that we have, in the leaſt, 
offended thee ; and our nwlt ear- 
neſt, unfeigned defire to be pre- 
ſerved hereafter in an exat confor- 
mity to. our Rule in every thing. 
Yea, we would delight to do thy 
Will, O God, and take ſuch a plea- 
ſure in all the acts of ighecoutiels 
mercy, meekneſs, and gentleneſs to 
our Neighbours ; and in praiſing and 
acknowledging thee the God of all 
grace; and 1n living in an humble 
tenſe of thy bounty and our own un- 
delſervings, and 1n a temperate and 
thankful ule of all thy bleflings; that 
we may have the continual teaft of a 
good conſcience, and the conſtant 
comfort and ſatisfaction of having 
thee alway for our friend , and our 
gracious Father in Chritt Jeſus, 

O thou who art the Inſpirer of 
ſuch holy counſels, deſires and pur- 
poſes, keep them for ever in our 
hearts. Incourage , ſtrengthen and 

that after the refreſh- 

H 2 ment 
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ment of a quiet {Jeep this night, we 
may feel them lively and powerfal 
in the Morning: and with renewed 
joy we may {till devote our ſelves to 
thy faithful ſervice. O that our 
triends, and all thy people in every 
place, may partake of the ſame mer- 
cies we deſire for our ſelves : and 
howſoever we arc ſevered one from 
another in this world , grant us an 
happy meeting at the day of our 
Lord, in whoſe words we pray thee 
to hear us. 


Onr Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come; Thy will be done inearth, as it 
is in heaven, Give ts this day our 
aaily bread, And forgive us our 
rreſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us : And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, &c. 


PRAYERS | 
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PÞ CE BUS DO NS, 


A Prayer for the Morning tobe ſaid by 


any Perſon alone, 


Moſt holy, bleſſed and glo- - 
() . rious Majeſty of Heaven and 

Earth. VVho-art before all 
things, becauſe they all received 
their being from thee ; and who 
art of thy ſelf, infinite in all per- 
fections. Before thee, who art ſo 
great- and incomprehenſible , I moſt 
humbly proſtrate my {elf this Morn- 
ing ; rejoycing 1n this happy liberty 
which thou vouchlſafeſt me, of re- 
tiring my thoughts a little from this 
world, to look up unto -thee, the 
H 3 Fa- 
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Father of my being. I adore and 
praiſe thy eternal Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodnels. I heartily acknow- 
ledge the duty which I owe thee, 
both as I am thy creature, and as 1 
am a Chriſtian. I bewail all my neg- 
les of it, my backwardneſs unto it, 
or cokineſs in it. I intreat thy gra- 
cious pardon, and ingage my {elf, 
tor the time to come, more heartily 
and hrmly to thy obedience : be- 
teeching the grace of thy holy Spi- 
rit to inable me to perform all thoſe 
ingagements which are upon me. 
And bleſied be thy Fatherly good- 
neſs, which hath ſo often prevented 
me with that grace. I owe to it all 
the good thoughts and inclinations 
that are in my heart; all thoſe mo- 
tions that I feel in my foul towards 
thee, as my chiefeſt good ; with all 
the effefts and fruits of them in my 
life and actions : which incourage 
me to hope in thee for the conftant 
help of it, to further me in well do- | 
ing unto the end. 

O 


for particular Perſons. I5t 


O thou who haſt ſent thy Son 
from Heaven to dwell among us, 
who haſt not ſpared his Lite, but 
given him up for us all, who haſt 
raiſed him from the dead, and made 
him heir of all things, who halt gi- 
ven him all power in Heaven and 
Earth, that he may bleſs us and do 
us good ; deny not the deſires of a 
foul , that offers up it ſelf intirely 
in ſincere affection to thy ſervice. 
But aſſiſt me ſo mightily frum above, 
that T may make thee my conſtant 
acknowledgements likewiſe , for the 
ſenſible fruits of his Life, Death, Re- 
ſurre&ion, and Exaltation produced 
1n my heart: growing more and more 
in all Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Puri- 
ty , Humility, Goodneſs, and ever 
other divine Vertue, For whic 
end preſerve me alway in ſuch a {e- 
r10us temper of mind, that the ſenſe 
of my duty to thee, may make me 
always ready and forward to it; 
and the ſenſe of my weakneſs, may. 
make me watchful and diligent ; and 
H 4 the 
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the ſenſe of my former negligence, 
make me fervent in ſpirit; and the 
goodneſs of thy commands may ren- 
der me more truitfal and' abundant 
$a the work of our Lord ; and the 
nd 
great danger I have eſcaped, and the 
bleſlednels before me, may make me 
perſevere moſt patiently in all well 
doing, with joy and thankfulne(s. So 
that I may be like to Chriſt Jeſus my 
gracious Lord and Maſter, and do 
hm honour here 1n this world, and 
walk worthy of the great priviſedges 
he hath} beſtowed on me, and make 
grateful returns for all the vaſt re- 
ceipts I have had from thy moſt 
bounteous mercy. O that all my 
acknowledgements, and pious afte- 
&ons may be turned into actions 
of holinels and piety ; and all my 
actions may be ſpirited with zeal ; 
and- all my zeal: be regulated with 
prudence; and my prudence be void 
all guile, and joyned with perte&t 
integrity of heart : that adorning my 
moſt. holy faith and profeſſion by a 
re- 
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religious, upright, charitable, and 
diſcreet converſation whilſt I am 
here, I may receive approbation and 
praiſe, at the day of the Lord Je- 
ſus; and be numbered. among thy 
Saints in glory everlaſting. 

This, O Lord, is the ſum of all my 
deſires. Dipole me, by every thing 
that befals me, for eternal life, and 
it ſuſhceth. I wholly leave my con- 
cerns 1n this life to the wildom of 
thy goodnels.; that thou mayſt or- 
der what thou judgeſt to be fitteſt 
for me. I truſt thee with my (elf, 
and all I have : hoping thou wilt 
preſerve me from all things hurtful, 
ane lead me to all things profitable . 
for my ſalvation. 

The like I with to all the world; 
that unbelievers may be tranſlated 
out of the kingdom of darknels, 
into the Kingdom of thy dear Son ; 
and they who are called by the name 
of Chriſt may depart from all iniqui- 
ty. Inſpire all Kings and Princes of 
the Earth, with great wiſdom and 
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charity 3 and make them 11ke to thee, 
the Lord of all: who art good unto 
all, and: pleated in mercy, Indue ali 
our Paſtors and Guiaes with truc 
knowledge , piety. and zeal ; and 
ove me, and all Chriſtian pcople 
race to receive their 1n{tructions 
Y ith a meek, humble and obedient 
heart. Thou knoweſt the ſorrows, 
troubles and perplexities of all 
afflicted perlons ; tor whom I im- 
plore thy compaſſionate: relief. Sup- 
port them with a lively faith and 
hope in thy precious promiſes ; 
dilpoſe them thereby to a more 
ſri& oblervance of thy holy Com- 
mands ; and convert their prefent 
ſufferings into endleſs joys ;. when 
they have brought torth the peace- 
able ſruit of righteouſneſs. And 
whilſt thou art pleaſed to continue 
'to me that ea'e, plenty and profpe- 
rity which I enjoy ; fill me- with 
{uch a ſenfe of thy undeſerved good- 
neſs, that T may be the more ready 
to. do:good to thoſe, who are in mi- 
{ery 3, 
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ſery ; and by a ſober and moderate 
uſe of thy bleffings, be. prepared to 
endure patiently whatſoever change, 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to order tor 
me, into a worle condition. Pre- 
ſerve me all this day in innocence, 
and in love to thee, and to all men. 
And fince in all my ways 
I acknowledge thee ; do 
thou dire my paths, 
and teach me to guide my affairs 
with diſcretion. Thou art my hope 
and my confidence; my fatisfaction 
and = peace ; my glory and my 
joy ; therefore never leave Manor 
forſake me, but conduct me fafe- 
ly by thy. counſel” through all the 
buſineſſes and enjoyments; through 
all the temptations and troubles 
of this life , to that. bleſſed place 
where. our Lord Jelus liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of 
the ſame ſpirit, world without end. 
Amen. 


Prov, 3.6. 
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Oo Lord , tlie Creator of the 


world, and the Redeemer of 
mankind. Who knowelt all things; 
and canſt do what thou. pieafelt ; 
and wilt do that which 15s beſt tor 
thy children ; and haſt done us a 
world * of good already ; and pro- 
miſled to do more tor us, it we be 
obedient, than we can ask- or think ; 
and haſt given us the greateſt atſu- 
rance of the truth of thole promiles 
by.,ghy Son Jeſus ; who dyed for us, 
and whom thou haſt raiſed from the 
dead, and given him the promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which he hath pour- 
ed forth abundantly, toſhed abroad 
thy love 1n our hearts. I fall down 
betore thee in the lowlieſt. manner, 
to expreſs my fear and reverence of 
thy Almighty Power. ; my admira- 
tion of and ſubmiſſion to thy un- 
{earchable wildom ; my hearty love, 
and thankful acknowledgement of 


thy 
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thy wondrous goodneſs ; my truſt 
and conhdence 1n thy 'faithful Pro- 
miles; with my readinels, and ſincere 
purpoſes to pertorm all obedience to 
thy holy Commands. 

There is nothing , O Lord, ſo at- 
five to me, as the remembrance 
that I have any time offended thy 
Soveraign Authority. I am heartt- 
ly forry for the breaking of any of 
thy ſacred, righteous and good Laws. 
I abhor the thoughts of doing fo 
again, And protelt eternal enmity 
to all that 1s contrary to thy bleſſed 
Will: addicting my ſelf. with moſt 
hearty-affectionto thy true and faith- 
ful ſervice. Pardon me therefore, 
moſt gracious and merciful Father, 
and accept thele holy. reſolutions 
which thou haſt infpired me-withal, 
Strengthen, I beleech thee, and fur- 
ther them with thy continued grace, 
that no ſudden delires, vehement incli- 
nations, ineffectual purpoſes, no nor 
partial pertormances ,, may deceive 
and lead me 1nto a falſe opinion of 
my 
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my felt : but I may bring forth actu- 
ally, and with a conſtant fpirit, all 
the fruits of righteouſnel(s, which are 
by Chriſt Jeſus to the praiſe and glo- 
ry of thee, my God. Poſleſs me 
with ſuch a deep and ftrong ſenſe of 
thy _— Authority over all, of 
the obligations I have to thee, and 
the great kindneſs thou haſt done 
me 1n ingaging me to be thy ſer- 
vant ; that Religion may Sar ve- 
ry buſineſs of my lite, and my great- 
eſt pleaſure may be to pleaſe thee 
in every thing, and my higheſt de- 
ſign to attain that bleſſed immor- 
tality, which Chriſt Jeſus hath pro- 
miled. 

O lift up my afte&ions more and: 
more to thoſe things above, where 
ke. is : That Heaven may have. 
my heart, while this world hath 
my body ; and I. may have per- 
fect contentment of mind in well 
doing and patient ſuffering ; and the 
good hope I have of being eternal- 
ly beloved of.thee, th: Lord of hea- 
ven 
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ven and earth, may make me rejoyce 
ever-more. Free me from all inor- 
dinate cares for the things of this 
life ; from all diſtruſt of thy good 
providence ; fron all repining at 
any thing that befalsme: and inable 
me in every thing to give thanks ; 
believing that all things are ordered 
by the greateſt reaſon , and ſhall 
work together for good to thoſe that 
love thee. I doubt not of thy Fa- 
therly affe&tion to thole that ſtudy, 
in all ſincerity, to approve them- 
ſelves unto Thee : and therefore 
{till reſolve to leave my elf intirel 

to thy wiſe Counlels, that thou mag 
diſpoſe me into ſuch a condition 
as thou feeſt belt m this world, 
Remember me but of my duty ; 
quicken and excite me to it; 
{trengthen- me 1n the doing of it; 


ſapport me under all diſcourage- 


ments ; adviſe me in all difficult 
caſes ; and: comfort me with a ſted- 
faſt belief of thy Holy Word ; and I 
thall ever be giving thanks and praiſe 
unto. 
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unto thee, who dealeſt ſo bountiful- 
ly with me. 

Into. thy hands I commend this 
night, both ſoul and body, which 
have been mercifully prelerved in 
ſafety all this day. I repoſe my ſelf 
in the belief oft thy watchful pro- 
vidence ; and that thou givelt thy 
Angels charge of us, and art about 
our beds, and about our. paths, and 
{pieft out all our thoughts. O con- 
tinue theſe holy thoughts and de- 
ſires in me till I tall aſleep: that thou 
mayſt have a ſoul full of love to 
thee in thy cuſtody ; and I may re- 
ceive the light of the Morning, if 
thoa prolongeſt my lite, with new 
joy in thee, and thankful affection 
to- thee. 

I moſt heartily deſire likewiſe, O 
merciful God, the.govd of the whole 
world. - Pitty the follies of man- 
kind : deliver them from their ins, 
and from their miſcries. Heay the 
groans of every part of the .Crea- 
ture, that 1s yet ſubject to. the bon- 
dage 
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dage of corruption, and bring them 
all into the glorious liberty of thy 
children, Hear the daily prayers 
of the Catholick Church, Free her 
from all foul and dividing errours : 
Let the Truth, as it 1s in Jeſus, pre- 
vail, and peace be in all her bor- 
ders. Othatal} Chriſtian Kings and 
Covernours, may follow after peace 
and inſue it. Make thy Miniſters 
the Meſlengers of peace: and difpole 
the hearts of all Chriſtians to keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. Inlighten the minds of 
all Jews, Turks and Infidels with the 
knowledge of thy Truth. Give re- 
pentance unto ſinners ; and increaſe 
of grace and ſtrength to all thy faith- 
ful ſervants. Reduce thole that 
wander out of the way : raiſe up 
thoſe who are faln : confirm: and 
ſettle thoſe that ſtand ; and grant 
them a ſteadfaſt reſolution to per- 
ſevere 1n faith, love and obedience. 
Relieve and comfort all thoſe that 
are in any diſtreſs, Make the earth 
to 
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to bring forth her increaſe in due 
ſcaſon. And let all honeſt and in- 
duſtrious People be ſucceeded and 
bleſled in their labours. Remem- 
ber all thoſe to whom I am indebted 
for my birth, education, inſtruction 
or promotion : Thou who art rich 
in mercy, reward and recompence 
their care and love. Grant forgive- 
neſs and charity to all my enemies. 
Continue good will among all my 
kind Neighbours. Afiſt thoſe who 
are dying and leaving this World. 
Fit them for a better place ; receive 
the Souls which thou haſt redeemed 
with thy Sons moſt precious bloud, 
and- ſanatified by the Holy Gholt; 
and give us all a glorious reſurre&i- 
on and eternal hfe. Amen, Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 
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A ſhorter Prayer to be uſed by any one 
alone *in the Morning. 


Adore thee, O Lord, the Poſlet- 

ſor of Heaven and Earth; who 
ſurpaſſeſt all our thoughts, and doſt 
us good beyond all our deſires. 
There 1s all rea/on, that I ſhould ac- 
knowledge thee continually ; that I 
ſhould worſhip, ard praiſe, and love, 
and obey thee, whill I have my be- 
ing. I cannot but witneſs againſt 
my ſelf, whenſoever I negle& thee ; 
much more when I oppoſe thy moſt 
high Authority , by doing contrary 
to thy Laws. For thy Almighty 
Goodnels gave me my being 3 and 
by that alone have I been maintain- 
ed and liberally provided for : yea, 
it hath born with me very patiently 
in my rebellion , and uſed extra- 
ordinary means to make us friends, 
and ceales not its intreaties after ma- 
ny unkind denials ; but. continues 
to 
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to 1mportune me, till my heart 
conſent to yield it ſelf intirely to 
thee. 

I cannot with-hold my ſeit, O 
Lord, from thee, when I conſider 
what thou art, and what thou haft 
been to me: ſuch a tender, gracious 
and compaſlionate Father, as my 
greateſt affections cannot find words 
to expreſs. I. muſt again ſurrender 
foul and body into thy hands, which 
have been ſo long , ſo lovingly 
{tretched out towards me: reſolving 
to ſtay with thee, and never to 
depart away from thee. For the 
more I know of thee, the more I 
find that I. muſt. needs love. thee: 
and the more I love thee, the more 
I delire to love thee, and to reſem- 
ble thee, and to be beloved of thee. 
O that I may feel the power of thy 
love ſo great 1n my heart, that it may 
govern the reſt.of my paſſhons and 
afke&tions: and nothing 1n the world 
may. tempt me to difpleaſe. thee, 
but every thing proyoke me more 
to 
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to. love thee, aud delight -in - thee, 
and obey thee. For whom is there 
in heaven that I can deſire bt thee, 
er on earth beſides thee ? who art the 
bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords ; who 
only haſt immortality : and deſigneſt 
by thy Son Jeſus to raiſe us ſinful 
duſt and aſhes, to a kingdom, glo- 
ry, honour, and immortality in the 
heavens? I moſt earneſtly beſeech 
thee that this ſenſe of thee, may ac- 
company me whereloever I go, and 
in whatſoever I do this day. That 
approving my ſelf-to thee in ſuch a 
godly , ſober, righteous, charitable 
and prudent behaviour, as may a- 
dorn the Goſpel of my Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus ; I may have a 
greater aſſurance of .thy good will 
towards .me , and an undoubted 
hope of thy mercy in him to eter- 
nal life. In whoſe moſt bleſſed 
name and words I humbly recom- 
mend my ſelf, my friends, and all 
thy 
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thy ſervants to thy infinite charity ; 
laying as he hath taught us. 


Our Father, &c. 


Another for the Evening. 


Pcſirg , Glory , Honour and 


Praiſe be again returned to thee, 
O Father of mercy, from a mot 
thankful heart ; which offers up it 
ſelf alſo in holy devotion to thee. 
Who art my Soveraign Lord , my 
moſt loving Saviour, my Deliverer 
and Benefactor ; the Fountain of all 
the good things I enjoy at preſent, 
and the hope of my toul for ever and 
ever. Bleſſed be thy renewed kind- 
neſs to me this day paſt ; both to my 
felt and my relations, to my foul 
and my body, in my tranſactions 
with men, and in the liberty thou 
alloweſt me of addreſles to thy felt. 


Pardon , good Lord , whatſoever. | 
hath 
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hath eſcaped me in thought , word 
or deed, contrary to my duty : And 
accept of thoſe ſincere intentions, 
and unfeigned purpoles, which were, 
and I hope ſhall always be, in my 
heart, to ſtudy to approve my ſelf 
to thee in all well doing. 

It is but juſt and reaſonable that 
I ſhould follow thy will, and not 
my awn: and 1n a' grateful ſenſe of 
what I have received from thee, 1 
ought to be moved to imploy all 
the powers of my ſoul and body 
for thee. Bur ſuch is the goodneſs 
of thy will, that it is for my eaſe 
and pleaſure, and greateſt hpeh- 
neſs, to be abſolutely led and go- 
verned by it. I am ſenſible, O Lord, 
how much Iam indebted to thee for 
teaching me by Chriſt Jeſus, and al- 
to ſtrongly obliging me, to exercile 
my ſelf to all godlineſs, purity,righte- 
ouſneſs, humility, goodneſs, and 
truth. And accordingly I thank 
thee, above all things, for his holy 
inftrutions and example ; for the 


hope 
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hope thou haſt given us by his bloud 


that thou wilt be ſo merciful to our 
ſins, as not to deny us the power 
of thy holy Spirit to 1nable us to 
follow him, and obey his commands ; 
and for that exceeding great and pre- 
cious promite which he hath given 
us of immortal life, to 1ncourage us 
to follow him willingly and chear- 
fully, even to the death. O that I 
may feel a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in 
his Word, continually working with 
great power in my heart ; exciting 
me to an unwearied diligence, and 
zeal, and love, and patient continu- 
ance in my duty towards thee, and 
towards all men: That ſo my hope 
in thee may grow and increaſe, and 1 
may joyfully expect that hour which 
ſhall tranſlate me hence to the eternal 
happineſs of the other world. And 
during my ſtay here, I commend my 
iclf to thy good providence, which 
hath hitherto been ſo tender of me. 
I truſt thee wholly with my elf, 
ind all belonging to me : and am 
willing 
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willing in every thing to be diſpoſed 
of, -as thou ſeeit good. This night 
1 fly unto thy Almighty prote&tion ; 
hoping thou wilt keep me ſafely, and 
whether I awake in this or the o0- 
ther life, I ſhall ſtill be praiſing thee ; 
whole Mercy endureth for ever. 4- 
men ; for Chriſt Jeſus his fake ; by 
whom thou haſt incouraged me to 
hope in thee, and taught me to call 
thee Father ; ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy kingdom 
come ; Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in Heaven, Give us this day our 
daily bread : And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes » 4s we forgrve them that 
treſpaſs againſt us: And lead us not 
into temptation , but aeliver us from 
evil, &C. 
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Hat time which ts wont to be ſpent 

'T in the Church, in talking or look- 

ing about,before Divine Service begin ; 

may be better imployed in private Pray- 

er, to diſpoſe us to joyn with greater 
ſeriouſneſs inthe Publick, And indeed 
our buſineſs being there with God alone, 
and that place being ſeparated to his 

ſervice only ; the cuſtom, which now 
univerſally prevails, of entertaining 
diſcourſe one with another, is very un- 
decent (to ſay no worſe) and ought to 
be reformed, We have other times 
and places enow to confer with our 
neighbours ; and therefore have no 
temptation Fo pervert the uſe of this: 
which is ſet apart for devout inter- 
coarſe with God , and none elſe , 
by ſpeaking to him in Prayer and 
Praiſes, and hearing him ſpeak to us 
#n his holy Word, It i fit to filence all 
other ſpeech ; and therefore here follow 
ſome helps for that purpoſe: which 1 


hope all good Chriſtians will indeavour 


to uſe, or imitate; and not deſpiſe this 
loving aamonition. " Pra> | 


Private PRAYERS 


IN THE 
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A ſhort Prayer before Divine Service 
begins, 


TY Ehold, O Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, a Soul proſtrate before 
thee ; delirous to be filled with ſuch 
an awful ſenſe of thy divine Maje- 
ſy, that no other thing may inter- 
pole it ſelf, while I am in thy pre- 
ſence. Fix my inconſtant thoughts 
in a ſtedfaſt attention to thy moſt 
holy Word. Inſpire me with de- 
vout affections, when I ſet forth 
thy praiſe, and render thanks for all 
thy benefits. And excite in me ſuch 
fervent deſires for all thoſe things, 
whuch I ask of thee ; that I may feel 
I 2 my 


'the Creator of t 


mouth may praiſe thee with joy- 
: P 1 
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my ſelf better diſpoſed by theſe ad- 


dreſſes to thee, to every Chriſttan 
duty. the reſt of this day ; through 
Chrtiit Jeſus our Lord and Saviour. 


Amen. 


Another. 


TN an humble and thankful ſenſe of 
thine infinite goodneſs , which 


:-honoureth us ſo much as to ſpeak to 


us, and gives us leave to ſpeak to 


thee; I bow down my felt before 


thee, O moſt _ and holy Lord, 
e world, deſiring 

my mind may be poſleſled with ſuch 
oY thoughts - of thee, whom the 
eaven-of heavens cannot contain, 
and who openeſt thy hand and fil- 
leſt all things with good, that'I may 
moſt reverently worſhip thee ; and 


.afteftionately acknowledge thy 


bounty ; 'and ſet my heart open to 
receive thy holy Word ; and my 
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ful lips. Silence all other thoughts 
and deſires in me, while I am here 
in thy preſence. And lift up my 
heart ſo towards heaven, that-Lmay 
feel it united to that glortous-compa- 
ny above ; who perpetually praite 
thee, and rejoyce in thee, and do 
thy Commandments , hearkning to 
the voice of thy Word. Which I 
humbly beg in the name of Chriſt 
Teſus, which 1s ever dear unto thee ; 
and by Whom thou haſt promiſed to 
hear us. Amer. 


Or thoſe words of the Prophet David 
( which you read, Plal. 5.7. 17.71. 


118. 28. 119. 47, 48, Cc.) may 
be a little altered, in this manner : 


| us the multitude of thy mercy 1 
am come into thy houſe : and 
in thy fear will I worſhip toward 
thy holy place. Attend unto my 
cry, O Lord, and give ear unto my 
Prayer that goeth not out of feigned 
lips. 


I 3 
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lips. Thou art my God, and I will 


praiſe thee ; thou art my God, and 
I will exalt thee. And I will de- 
light my ſelf in thy Commandments 
which I have loved. My hands al- 
ſo will I lift up to thy command- 
ments which I have loved : and I 
will meditate in thy ſtatutes. Let 
thy tender mercies come alſo unto 
me , O Lord ; even thy Salvation 
according to thy Word. Look up- 
on me, and be merciful ung me, as 
thou ulſelt to do to thoſe that love 
thy. Name. Order my ſteps in thy 
Word: and let not any iniquity have 
dominion over me. 4menr. 


—__ 


A longer Prayer in the Church, when 
there « time for it, before the begin- 
ing of divine Service. 


I| Caſt down 'my ſelf, O Lord, in 
an holy fear and humble adora- 
tion of thine incomprehenſible Ma- 


jelty, 


g11- 
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jeſty, who filleſt heaven and earth; 
but delighteſt to make thy ſelf more 
peculiarly preſent to thole that ac- 
knowledge and praile thee, and are 
deſirous to be filled with a conſtant 
ſenſe of thee, and intire love to thee. 
Bleſſed be thy infinite goodneſs , 
which hath incouraged ſuch wret- _ 
ches, as I am, by the declaration of 
thy good will to us in Chriſt Jeſus, 
by thy moſt gracious invitations and 
precious promiles, and by the long 
experience I have had of thy kind- 
nels, to approach unto thee, O Lord 
moſt High. 

I accept moſt thankfully of this 
freedom and liberty of acceſs with 
confidence by the faith of Feſus ; and 
am here to joyn with the reſt of thy 
ſervants, in extolling and magnifying 
thy eternal Power , Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; in giving thanks to thee 
for thy innumerable bleſſings ; in 
h-2yino thy moſt holy Ward +, and 


making our humble ſupplications , 


for the continuance of thy unde- 
I 4 ſerved 
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ſerved grace and favour towards us; 
Compole mine and every one of our 
thoughts, to the moſt fitent admira- 
tion of thee : Strike our Spirits with 
a reverend apprehenſion: of the fſur- 
paſſing greatneſs and glory of thy 
Majeſty : Raiſe our affections to the 
higheſt pitch of love and: gratitude 
to thee: bow our wills to the moſt 
chearful ſubmiſſion: to all thy holy 
commands : and touch us with an 
unſpeakable joy, when we read 
and hear thy exceeding great and 
precious promules. 

Vouchlafe, moſt loving Father, 
the power of thy. holy Spirit to at- 
tend upon me; to draw my mind 
from all other things, and to give 
me ſuch a lively taſte of the plea- 
ſures of thy houſe, as may make 
me ever delight to attend upon thee 
here, and walk with thee, 1n every 


other place, with a perfect heart. 


Thae io my own heart not ron 
demning me , may have more 


and- more confidence towards thee , 
that. 
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that whatſoever I as& I ſhall. re- 
cetve of thee ; becauſe -l 
keep thy Commandments, 
and ads thoſe things which 


x Joh, 3, 21; 
22, 


are pleaſing in thy fight. O my God, 
truly my ſoul waiteth upon 
thee ; from thee cometh. *® —_— " 


my ſalvation. Hear my 

cry, O God, and attend unto my pray- 
er, for the honour of our Lord Je- 
ſus, and the love thou beareſt to - 
him; who hath. bid us ask, and we 
ſhall receive ; ſeek, and we ſhall 
tind ; knock; and it ſhall be-opened 
unto us. Let it be to thy ſervant, 
I moſt ardently beſeech thee, accord-- 
ing to his Word: Ame. . 


Another more large. . 


\ Lord of heaven andearth, who: 

art infinite and incomprehen(t- 

ble in thy being, eternal- in thy du-- 
I'S ration, 
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ration; and unchangeable in thy Na- 
ture : who can{t do what thon wilt; 
and delighteſt in doing us good. By 
thy Power I and all creatures were 
made ; by thy Wiſdom we are go- 
vern'd ; by thy Goodneſs and Boun- 
ty we are provided for ; under thy 
Soveraign Dominion we live; and 
unto. thy Majeſty we owe all reve- 
rence, ſervice and faithful obedience. 
I adore and humbly worſhip thee. 1 
acknowledge my felt bound by 1n- 
numerable tyes to fear thee, to love 
thee, to praiſe thee, and to ſerve 
thee with all my heart, and foul, and 
frength. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs 
that I have any hope, thou wilt ac- 
cept of ſuch a worthleſs thing as my 
love. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs. I 
admire at the riches of thy Grace, 
that thou doſt not reje& all the ſer- 
vice that IT can tender thee. Nay, it 
is. to: be aſcribed to this alone, that 
E am alive to worſhip thee, and have 
the doors of thy houſe ſtand open 
to me ; and that I have any heart 
t0 
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to enter into it, to offer up ſpiritu- 
al Sacriftices by Chriſt Jeſus. 

O God, loffer thee here my whole 
ſelf, which 1s all due to thee, be- 
caule I received it all from thee: be- 
ſeeching thee moſt earneſtly to make 
me feel that I am not minagwn any 
longer, but thine; by taking off my 
thoughts and affeQtions from all 0- 
ther things at this preſent, and filling 
me with ſucha reverend apprehenſt- 
on of thee , ſuch hearty devotion to 
thee, and heavenly joy in thee; 
that I may every day offer up my ſelf 
to thee more holy and more pure, 
more meek and merciful, more hum- 
ble and thankful, more cheartully 
diſpoſed to every good work, and 
better prepared to bear a part in the 
praiſes and ſervices of the glorious 
company above, 

Thou knoweſt the weakneſs of 
our nature, how ſoon our thoughts 
are tired and apt to ſtart aſide; when 
we dire&t them towards heaven * 


Vouchſafe me therefore the —— 
0 
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of thy holy Spirit to compoſe my 


mind to the moſt ferious, the molt 
earneſt, the. moſt devout and chear- 
ful: attention, 1n all the parts of thy 
Divine Service. That I may have 
the livelieſt ſenſe of thy glorious 
perfectiogs when I praiſe thee ; and 
the moſt delightful remembrance of 
thy 5 nag 1 I give thee thanks; 
and the moſt thirſty deſires to be 
conformed to thy Will, and to feel 
more and more the influences of th 
Grace, when I hear thy holy Word, 
and preſent my prayers and tupplica- | 
tions before thee. | 
Accept, O bleſſed God, of this. | 
good will and ſincere affection that. | 
I have to thy ſervice ; though per- 
formed: with broken and diſtracted: 
thoughts, and with too great liſtleſ[- | 
neſs and dulnels of ſpirit. And help 
me continually to out grow this 
weaknefbs, and to preſent thee with an 
heart more quiet, calm and. fit to 
receive thee-; more perfet and 
iNtire 1n ardent love to thee ; and 
more 
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more ſetled and fixed in thee, as its 
chiefeſt joy and happineſs. That ſo 
all the. reſt of. the actions of my. life 
may be a more conſtant and even 
performance of my duty, according 
to. the command and example of my 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. 
In whoſe name it-15 that I am bold to 
approach into thy preſence : be- 
lieving the Power. and Authority 
thou haſt. given him over. all, to 
bleſs us, and to do for us exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think. By him be glory unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, in the Church, 
throughout all ages, world withour. 
end. Amer. 
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Ar the concluſion of Divine Service af- 
fer theſe words, The grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, cc. 


Say, Amen, with the heartieſt and mo#t 
earneih affettion. And add ſome 
ſuch woras as theſe. 


Bax be thy name, O God, for 
the good hope which thy infi- 
nite charity hath given us ; by thy 
great grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
plentiful communication of the holy 
Ghoſt. O let thy mercy be upon 
me according as I hope in thee. Pre- 
ſerve me alway 1n thy love, through 
that abundant grace in thy Son 
Chriſt, and the powerful preſence 
of thy holy Spirit working in me 
mightily, this day and ever. 


Ar- 
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Or, aſter The peace of God which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, &c. you 
may ſay 4s the Apoſtle St. Paul, 
(2 Theſl. 3. 16. ) azd the Plalmiſt 


II5, 12,13, 18. 


Ow the Lord of peace _—_ give 

me peace always , by all means, 

The Lord be with us all. The Lord hath 

been mindful of us, he will bleſs ws. 

He will bleſs them that fear him, both 

ſmall and great. And we will bleſs 

the Lord from this time forth, and. for 
evermore. Amen. 


m—— 
| en— — 


A fhort Prayer for the Lords- 
Day , or any other , to be uſed 
at home before Morning Ser- 
Pice. 


(0) Lord, the Almighty Creator 
of the world, and the merci- 
ful Saviour of Mankind ; who art 


above 
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above all our thoughts, and excel- 
leſt:the praiſes of the higheſt Angels. 
Thou art greatly to be feared in the aſe 
ſembly of thy Saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all thoſe, that are about 
thee, IT moſt humbly deſire leave to 
joyn my ſelf with all thoſe holy ones, 
to worſhip thy moſt glorious Maje- 
{ty,.to. expreſs the due ſenſe I have of 
ol benefits (by paying thee my 
moſt thankful acknowledgements 
for them) to make thee the beſt ob- 
lation. I am able, and devote my 
ſelf intirely tothy obedience. Since 
thou haſt graciouſly inclined me to 
o into thy houſe, and there to ſet 

orth thy praiſe, to declare thy lo- 
ving kindneſs, to reſign my ſelf to 
thy VVill, to recommend my ſelf 
to thy Wiſdom, to ſubmit to thy Go- 
vernment, to approve the juſtice and 
goodneſs of all thy Laws, to pro- 
teſs that I am thy ſervant, to re- 
nounce all thy enemies, and to teſti- 
fie-my continued purpoſe to- follow 
thee againſt all the temptations of 
the 
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the world, the fleſh and the Devil: 
be pleaſed, good Lord, to pardon 
all my former failings, and at this 
preſent to accept my holy intentt- 
ons, and to inſpire me from above, 
that TI may chearfully perform all 
theſe acts of devotion to thy Divine 
Majeſty. 

And vouchſafe more fully to in- 
form- me in my. duty, to correct and 
amend what 1s ami(s-in me, to in- 
courage and: ſtrengthen my good re- 
ſolutions, and to affiſt me in all well 
doing. Fill me with a great love to 
thee, and to my blefled Saviour; 
to thy holy Word, and to all holy 
duties ; to Chriſtian people every 
where, and to all mankind. Per- 
fe&t me in Wiſdom, in Holineſs, and 
in Goodneſs. By all thy inſtru: 
ons, by all thy mercies, by all thy 
chaſtiſements, and hy all my prayers, 
praiſes and thankſgivings to thee, the 
Father of mercies ; make me ſuch as 
thou canſt love, and delight in, and 
reward at the great day of the. Lord 
Jetus. Amer. A 


| 
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A ſhort Prayer at home, after we are 
come from Church ; before Dinner. 


I| Adore thee again,O Lord of Life 
and Glory ; I acknowledge my 
dependence on Thee. I thank thee 
tor thy mercies, which thou never 
cealelt to heap upon me. Accept, 
I beleech thee, of that dedication 
I have made of foul and body, with 
praiſes and thank(givings, unto thee 
in the publick Congregation. Be 
merciful to all my fins : and indue 
me with the grace of thy holy Spt- 
rit, to inable me to preſent my ſelf, 
when I appear again before thee, 
a more holy and devout Sacrifice 
unto thee ; ſtedfaſtly reſolved, and 
chearfully diſpoſed, in every thing 
to be ordered by thy Will. For 
which end he pleaſed to ſettle and 
root in my heart a ſtronger belief of 
thy holy Goſpel, and to fix my 
thoughts and affections upon that 


unſeen happineſs and blits where 
our 
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our Saviour is : That nothing here 
below may either allure or affright 
me from my duty, nor ever make 
me remiſs or negligent in it ; bur I 
may be zealous of good works, fer- 
vent in ſpirit ſerving my Lord, 
from whom I expect the reward of an 
immortal inheritance. 

Preferve in me always a Religt- 
ous ſenſe of thee. And make me 
now ſo thankful and ſober a partaker 
of the refreſhments of my body, 
that they may not damp the devo- 
tion of my ſoul: But I may rather 
return to worthip thee with greater 
chearfulneſs and gladneſs of heart, 
after thou haſt added the good 
things of this world, to thoſe of the 
other ; according to thy abundant 
love in Chtiſt Jeſus. Amer. 
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A Prayer in private before the Evening: 
Serwice, 


() God who art rich in mercy to 
all that call upon thee , and 


haſt bid us pray without 
ceaſing , and rejoyce ever- 
more, In: obedience to thy com- 
mand, and incquraged- by the good- 
neſs of rhy Nature, thy gracious in- 
vitations, thy moſt precious pro- 
miſes, and the long experience that: 
I and others have had of thy boun- 
iy I am: bold again to approach into, 
thy preſence; to renew my requeſts. 
unto thee , to bleſs thy holy Name, 
to make profeſſion: of my love to- 
thee, and readineſs in all things to 0- 
bey thee. Quicken my thoughts 
and affections, O Lord, to a free 
and joyful attendance on thee in all 
holy duties : that no dulneſs nor 
wearinels may ſeize upon my ſpirit ; 
but ſuch a fervent love to thee my 
poſſeſs my heart , as may render all 
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the imployments of Religion my de- 
light, and the doing thy Will both 
now and alway my greateſt plea- 
ſure. 

And pals by, I moſt humbly be- 
{eech thee, all my unwilling indiſpo- 
ſitions. Accept of ſuch ſervice as I 
am able to render thee. And diſpoſe 
me by all my addreſfles to thee, to 
be more circumipe&t and watchful, 
more diligent and induſtrious, more 
forward and zealous in the perfor- 
mance of every part of my duty. 
That being led by thy Counſel, go- 
verned by thy Spirit, and preſerved 
by thy gracious Providence, I may 
at laſt be admitted into the com- 
pany of the bleſſed ; there to per- 
tect my praiſes and acknowledge- 
ments, and to receive the reward .of 
patient continuance in well doing, 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Whoſe grace 
be with my ſpirit. Amen. * 


ty 


| Nh; 


———_— 
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Another after the Evening Service is 
done, as ſoon as there is opportunt- 
ty to retire aloxe. 


I Acknowledge thy manifold ble(- 
ſings, O Lord, which are renew- 
ed upon me every moment. I owe 
my life continually to thee, with all 
the comforts of it. If I had no more 
to thank thee for, but the mercies of 
this day, they are ſo many, ſo great, 
that I could never thank thee enough 
for them. Thou takeſt care of my bo- 
dy, and of my ſoul. Thou feedeſt 
me at thy houſe, and at my own. 
Thou letteſt me taſte the bread of 
Life which came down from Heaven, 
beſides the many ſupports and refreſh- 
ments which thou affordeſt for this 
natural life. Several of thy creatures 
loſe their lives to preſerve mine, and 
thy dear Son hath not thought 1t too 
much to lay down his precious Lite 
for my fake. Thou ſpeakeſt to me, 
and givelt me leave to ſpeak to thee. 
Thou 
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Thou inſtruceſt me in my duty, and 
haſt made thoſe things my duty , 
which are really my happinels. 
Thou ingageſt me to do my ſelf good 
here, by promiſing a greater good 
hereafter. 

I praiſe thee ; I thank thee ; and 
will be ever ſpeaking good of thee. 
And it is a new favour that I may 
thus praiſe and bleſs thee, both in the 
aſſemblies of thy people, and in my 
own retirements. O give me an 
heart to delight in it, and in all other 
duties of a Chriſtian life. That 0- 
beying thy holy Goſpel in all things, 
and being never weary in well do- 
ing, I may find thy unwearied good- 
nels extending it ſelf to immortal 
life and bliſs through Chriſt Jeſus. 

O bleſſed Jeſus that thy holy Laws 
may be more deeply ingraven on my 
heart ! O that every truth 1 have 
learnt this day, may be fo faithfully 
preſerved and kept in mind ; as to 
become the rule of my life, or the 
ground of my hope, and a powerful 
mo- 
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motive to univerſal and uniform o- 


bedience to the end of 'my days! Q 
that the remainder of my days may 
be the better for this day : and the 
holy reſt we obſerve here on earth 
may be a beginning of the eternal 
reſt which we wait for at thy ſecond 
coming. Amen, Come Lord Feſis. 


—_—_— 


A Prayer upon any Feſtival in remem- 
brance of our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 


VIORY. 


Moſt glorious God, the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,theFa- 
ther of lights, from whom 
cometh every good, and e- 
very perfett oift; with whom there is 
no Mai roll nor ſhadow of change. 
Thou always walt, and ever wilt be 
happy without us, or any of the 
praiſes that we or any other creatures 
are able to render unto thee, Bur it 
1s our duty, our perfection, and high 


pri- 
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riviledge, conſtantly to acknow- 
Cn thee, with joy ang exukation 
of ipirit ; in remembrance of thy in- 
finite bounty to us, & to all the world. 
Every day tells us how good thou art, 
and every one of thy creatures calls 
upon us to magnthe thee, and love 
thee, and ſerve thee ; who haſt made 
ſo many of them to ſerve us. But 
this day gives us occaſion to remem- 
ber thy more ſpecial and extraordi- 
nary kindneſs to us the children of 
men ; which calls for our higheſt 
and moſt exalted praiſes, to be joyn- 
cd with thoſe of the bleſſed company 
above, who are never _—_ of gi- 
ving honour, glory, bleſſing and 
thankſgiving to thee, not only in 
their own behalf , but even for thy 
goodneſs to us thy unworthy crea- 
tures. | | 
O how great was that love, which 
an Angel came to give notice of! 
and which a multitude of an heaven- 
ly hoſt celebrated with. ſongs of 
praiſe , when thou ſenteſt thy dear 
K SON 


ſt 
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Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and 
in the fornvof a ſervant, to miniſter 


' to our neceſſities, to relieve our mi- 


lery, and to be.the way to everlaft- 
ing life! O the riches of thy grace, 


. that after mankind had forfeited all 


the rights of thy creatures, and had 
contemned and deſpitefully uſed ma- 
ny of thy meflengers, thou wouldſt 
in much mercy ereate us again unto 
good works, and for that end appear 
thy ſelf moſt ——_y among us, in 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt ! I thank 


.thee, O Lord, that thou haſt aſſumed 


our Nature unto ſuch a nearneſs to ! 


'thee,as we are not able to underſtand. 
T thank thee for the glad tidings| 


which Jeſus hath brought us from | 
heaven, that thou wilt be reconciled 
unto us; and' admit us again into thy | 
favour : and that he hath fulfilled al | 
righteouſneſs; and ſhown us in our 
ikeneſS: what thou art, and whar 
thou wouldeft have us tobe. I thank 


thee for the | redemption which he 


hath wrought for us by his bloud. 
And 
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And I rejoyce in the victory which 
he hath got over Hell and the Grave 
by his ReſurreRtion from the dead ; 
and in his glorious triumph, when 
he aſcended up on high, and led 
captivity captive ; and in his royal 
Power wherewith he was inveſted, 


* when he ſat down on the right hand 


of the Majeſty on high ; and in thoſe 


gifts which he received for men,evea 
tor the rebellious alſo, that the Lord 


God might dwell among them. 
Bleſſed be thy eternal goodnels, 
which hath made him a moſt merci- 
ful and compaſſionate High-prieſt ; 
and given us ſo great aſſurance, that 
he is become the author of eternal 
lalvation unto all them that obey 


m. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs , gghich 
hath ſent the Holy Ghoſt ; and con- 


tinued to us a ſucceſſion of Paſtors 
and Teachers, to be the Guides of 
our Souls, and to miniſter to us 
thoſe pledges of thy love, which 
our Saviour hath 
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the Communion of his . Budy and 
Bloud, 

O God, that my heart could 
aicend up to heaven 1n theſe devout 


meditations , and in ardent love to | 


thee, who haſt loved us in ſuch a 
marvellous manner ! - O that it might 
never come down again to this 
world, but with deſires left 1n it a- 
fpiring towards heaven! Touch my 
foul {o powerfully with a ſenſe of 
theſe things, that with an hearty and 
zealous afecion it may ever look 
towards thee, and towards my dear 
Lord and Saviour-Chriſt Jeſus. O 
fix mine eyes on him, as-he was here 
on earth, that I may learn of him, his 
humble and meek obedience to thy 
commands: and as he is now in hea- 
ven,tat I may truſt him for the per- 
formance of his precious promules, 
and patiently wait till he carry me to 
that glorious place where he 1s in- 
throned. Since he appeared among 
us to deſtroy the works of the De- 
va, and died to redeem us _ all 
Ul, 
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ſin, and roſe again that he might 
bleſs-us in turning every one of us 
from our iniquities, and 15 made Lord 
of all that he may govern us by his 
Laws, and reward and punyſh us ac- 
cording to our. works ; preſerve in 
my mind, I beſeech thee, a- conſtant 
and lively ſenſe of this great end of 
his whole undertaking for us : That 
he may ſee the fruit of the travail of 
his ſoul in me,and my whole life may 
be a ſerious ſtudy and endeavour to 
imitate him, by purifying my ſelf, as 
he is pure. 

O that thy fear and love, and an 
holy joy in thee, may preſerve me 
this day, from abuſing any of the 
good things which thou alloweſt me 
tor the refreſhment of my body. 
Give me ſuch a favour and reliſh of 
thy Divine Truths reveakd to us in 
the Goſpel, that I may not glut my 
ſelf with any fleſhly injoyments. as if I 
knew no pleaſure more excellent. 
But raiſe up my mind by them to bet- 
ter delights: that I may injoy them 
3 with 
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with thankſgiving to thee , with 
bowels of mercy to thoſe who are 
in need, with a taſte of ſpiritual and 
heavenly joys, and with hunger and 
thirſt after the fulnefs and perte&ion 
of thoſe, joys, when our Lord Jeſus 
thall come to ſhow us his glory, and | 
entertain us with eternal ſatisfaction 

!n his incomprehenſible love, Ame. 


one ws 


—————_ 


AA PRAVTED 


O N 


GOOD FRIJDAPYP 


In the 


MORN ING. 


'O. Moſt holy and eternally bleſ- 
ſed; the God and Father of. 
our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom I 
am incouraged to come unto thee. 
And how thall I come, O Lord, bur 
in the loweſt proſtrations of my foul 
and body ; with mine eyes full of 
tears, and my heart tull of grief and 
ſorrow, becaule I have been ſo undu--: 
tiful to thee, whoſe grace and mercy 
hath fo exceedingly abounded to- 
wards us ! When I caſt mine eyes 
upon my Saviour, and upon my elf, 
with the reſt of the children of men, 
K.4 I - 


200 A Prayer ox Good Friday 


I am aſtoniſhed at the wonderful 
greatnels of thy love, which ſur- 
paſſes the thoughts of Men and 
Angels. 

For what were we that thou 


thouldeſt make thy dear Son a man | 


of ſorrows , and acquainted with 
grief, for our ſake? That he ſhould 
become poor and mean, not having 
where to lay his head ; and indure 
likewiſe cruel mockings and buffet- 
ings; and be ſpit upon and abuſed ; 
yea, ſorely wounded and bruiſcd ; 
and drink that bitter cup, the vile 
and accurſed death of the croſs; 
where: he ſhed his moſt precious 
bloud, and gave himſelf a ranſome 
forus? O Lord, what was the whole 
race of mankind worth, that thou 
ſhouldeſt purchaſe them with fo dear 
a price? and by the obedience of 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſus unto the death, 
grant a pardon for their rebellion ? 
and ſeal a new Covenant of Grace 
in his bloud ? and by the ſame bloud 
conlecrate him to be an High-Prieſt 
with 
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with royal Power in the heavens, 
to give repentance and remiſſion-of 
ſin? and all this, fo freely, that we 
did not ſo much as deſire it, nor did 
it enter into the heart of men to con- 
ceive, that thou ſhouldeſt be fo gra- 
cious to them ? O bleſſed God, how 
rich is thy goodnels, that lets us 
withal injoy a great plenty of world- 
ly good things; much of that eaſe and 
pleaſure which was-denied our dear 
Saviour ? and yet weare linners,and 
he had no fin, neither was guile found 
ta his mouth: yea; we are ungrate- 
ful ſinners, ſo far from being ſenſi! I: 
as we ought of ſuch infinite. loving 
kindneſs ; that we may juſtly fear 
leſt this goodneſs of thine which was 
deligned to ſave us, ſhould through 
our unthankfulnels and negligence, 
prove the occaſion - of - our . greater. 
rune. 

I molt heartily bewail, O moſt 
merciful Father; my ſhameful forget- 
tulneſs of ſo great benefits, or my 
cold and dull remembrance of them. 


K.5 I: 
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I lament all the errors and milcar- 
riages of my life, which are the more 
heynous, I acknowledge, after ſuch a 
- plain declaration of 'thy diſpleaſure 


againſt ſin, and of thy marvellous | 


love to us ſinners. I am afflicted for 
the hardneſs and ſtupidity of my 
heart, which, alas ! is oft-times little 
pierced and wounded, whea I reflect 
upon his ſorrow and pain, and an- 
guiſh for the ſake of ſinners: and for 


the liſtleſsneſs and backwardnels of | 


my will to give up my ſelf abſolute- 
ly to him, who fo willingly gave 
himſelf an offering for our fins. I 
bluſh to- remember how weak and 
ſhort my thoughts have been ; how 
tranſient and ineffectual my paſſions, 
when I have meditated on his 
bloudy death and ſufferings : And 
am confounded” when I think: how 
ſuddenly I have ſtarted from thoſe 
holy purpoſes and reſolutions, which 
the ſenſe of his love hath ſometimes 
degot in my heart, 

I cannot but accuſe-and condemn 
my 


| 


 _ 
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my ſelf here in-thy preſence; but I : 
likewiſe condemn every ſinful defire 
that is ſtill remaining in me, to dye * 
and be crucified together with him. 
I would have nothing contrary to 
thy Will, to-have any power, or hive 
any -longer in me': and theretore 
here yield up my ſelf intirely m- 
to thy hands, to be conformed 1n all 
things to Chriſt Jetus who dyed for 
me. Fix my thoughts ſo conſtantly 
upon his dying love, and afte&t my 
heart ſo mightily therewith, thar I - 
may chearfully undergo any pains 
to be made like unto him in his hu- 
mility; in his obedience ; in his re- 
ſignation of himſelf to thy wiſe will 
and pleaſure ; in-his patience ; in his 
meeknels, in his charity, and forgive- 
neſs of his enemies; in his willing- 
neſs to quit all things for thy names 
ſake, and to truſt both foul and body 
with thee, in well doing and content- 
ed ſuffering , whatſoever it Le that 
thou requireſt of me. 

I delire not to live, O Lord, _ 
Tilat 
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that I may live to him that dyed for 
me. I rctule no reproaches , no po- 
verty, no-pain or trouble, if thy will 
cannot other ways be accompliſhed 
by me. Do whar thou plealeſt with 
me, ſo that I may but be perfected in 
holineſs,, and obtain ” gracious 
ardon through the redemption that 
15 10 Jeſus, 
I believe the vertue and power of 
his Sacrifice to be everlaſting ; and 
that when he had by himſelf purged our 
ſins, he ſat down on the right hand 
of the Majeity on high : And there- 
fore I look for the conſtant aſſiſtance 
of thy good Spirit, which he hath bid 
me ask 1n his Name, to inable me to 
purite my ſelf, and to tread in the 
{teps of his humble, meek and pari- 
ent Charity ; that ſo I may be pre- 
ſented unblameable and unreprovea- 
ble in thy ſight at the day of his ap- 
pearing. Great 1s rhe wildom of th 
love wherein thy grace hath mad. 
cd towards us in Chriſt Jeſus! Great 
ar2 the incouragements which thou 
hatt 
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| 


I we, p—_ — — c— i Law 


ai 


in the Evening. 205 


haſt given us, by his laying down his 
life for us, that he might take it a- 
gain and live for evermore !. Great- is 
the boldneſs that we have to exter in- 
to the holyest by the bloud of Teſws ; by 
4 new and living way, which he hath 
conſecrated for 65 through his fleſb ! 
Give me the grace, I beſeech thee, 
wiſely to conſlider and ponder. the 
merciful deſign of thy Grace ; to walk 
circumſpetly and exactly , as the 
redeemed of the Lord, as an heir of 
his love, that hopes to ſee him in im- 
mortal glory. O that the comfort and 
joy of this hope, to ſee Jelus who 
was ſo ſcorned and abuled, fitting 
upon his throne, and triumphing 0- 
ver all his enemies, may ſo raiſe and 
inlarge my mind by the power of it, 
that I may overlook and deſpile all 
the petty temptations of this world: 
looking ſtill ſtedfaftly unto him, 
and following him with unmoveable 
reſolution ; till -F come to poſleſs 
that which I hope for, and rejoyce e- 
ternally 1n his love. 

Hear 
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Hear me, O Father of Mercies, .| 
and deal gracioully with me far be- 
yond all my thoughts and deſires, 
tor his ſake; who is the Author and 
the finiſher of our faith, dyed once | 
for us, and now lives for ever to 
make interceflion on our behalf: By 
whom all honour, praiſe, thank(\- 
giving, love and obedience be ren- 
dered to thee by me and by all man- 
kind both now and for. ever, 4- 
men. | 


— 


A Prayer on Good Friday i» the E- 


Venins. 


Moſt holy, moſt gracious, the 

only wiſe God, mot bleſſed for 
ever. Wecannot conceive the great- 
neſs of thy perlections, nor is there 
any thing to which we can compare 
them. Thy holineſs is more unlpot- 
ted than the light of the Sun: Thy 
goodneſs ſpreads it felf more largely 


than 
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than its beams : Thy Wiſdom pierces - 
into thoſe ſecrets which are buried 

in darkneſs : and though all things 

alter and wax old, yet thou art the 

ſame unchangeable being , whoſe 

years have no end. How ſhall ſuch 

a vile wretch as I am take the bold- 

neſs to look towards thee, and ſpeak 
unto thee, who art {o great, ſo glo- 

rious, and dwelleſt in ght not to be 
approached ? 

Adored be thy wonderful love, 
who haſt incouraged our approaches 
to thee, by humbling thy cat to look 
down upon us, and by appearing 
graciouſly to us in our own fleſh. 
Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Praiſe 
be eternally aſcribed unto thee, who 
didf{t not abhor us, and utterly caft 
us out of thy light, when we had 
turned our backs upon thee ; bur 
ſent thy only begotten Son into the 
world, to call us again unto thee, yea, 
to beleech us, and oblige us, by lay- 
ing down his own life for us, to return 
unto thee and live. 

No 


—— 
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No thought can comprehend the 
unſearchable riches of thy Grace ma- 
nifeſted unto us in the Lord Jeſus, 
who was pleaſed to be.vilely intreat- 


ed, and, ſhamefully uſed, to ſuffer the | 


reproach of the Crols, and to ſhed his 
deareſt. bloud ; that we might not 


— — — ——— — — 


| 


ſuffer the pain of etcrnal death, but |, 


be reſtored to the dignity of thy 
children, and advanced to honour, 
glory and immortality together with 
him. Thou haſt found out a way to 


manifeſt thy molt tender love to us, |; 


without the leaſt ſuſpicion of ap- 
proving and loving our ſins ; and to 
preſerve thy Soveraign Authority, 
without deitroying thoſe who were 
in rebellion againſt it. Thou haſt or- 
dered {uch a chaſtiſement of our ini- 
quities, as might ſave and deliver us, 
who deſerved to be puniſhed : and 
{odiſpoſed the means of our redemp- 
tion, as to pardon and amend us, 
both at once. 

O the wiſdom of thy Love, which 
hath made him to be ſin for us, who 
| key 


INS 
- — — —— — ——— 


in the Evening. 209 


knew no fin, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs 
of thee our God in him! O the riches 
of thy Grace, which hath abounded 
to us in all wiſdom and prudence! 
Healing us by his ſtripes ; 
and condemning fin in the * P&. 2:24, 
fleſh by his ſacrifice for ſim; , 
and making him a curſe — 
or us, that we might in- Gil, 2. 14. 
herit a bleſſing, and re- 
ceive the promiſe of the Spirit, through 
faith in him, 1 ee, O Lord, how 1n- 
finitely T am indebted to thee. I 
behold the deſign of thy wiſe good- 
neſs in giving him for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniqui- 
ty, and purifie us to him- 
ſelf” a peculiar people Fealows of good 
works, I thank thee with all my 
ſoul, for his bearing our fins in his 
own body on the tree, that 
we being dead unto ſin, 
ſhould live unto — There 
1s nothing I can moredefire than by 
aoing righteouſneſs, to- be- 1 Joh. 3. 
come 


2 Cor. 5, 21, 


Tit. 2. 14» 


I Per, 2, 
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come righteous even as he t righteous, 
Aſhſt. me, I beſeech thee, to attain 
this end of his death and paſſion, b 
the power of that holy Spirit whie 
he hath thereby purchaſed for us, 


and hath likewiſe promiſed to us, | 


and is able to bleſs us withal. 

I dread to think that his precious 
bloud ſhould be loſt and fpilt in vain 
for me ; that ſo great a price ſhould 


be caſt away, wherewith thou haſt: 


bought me, to glorihe thee with my | 


body and ſpirit which are thine. O- | 
God pr 


eſerve in me ſuch a lively 

ſenſe of his grief and forrow, of his 
in and anguiſh ; that I may bitterly 
wo the cauſe of all his torments, 
and look on every ſin, as the moſt 
fearful curſe that can befal me, Pre- 
ſerve in me. a conſtant. ſenſe of the 
great value of my ſoul, for which he 


paid ſo dearly : and a = eſteem of | 
neſs and good- | 


that purity, righteou 
neſs, for the reſtoring of which he 
made himſelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a _— 
a 
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and was obedient to death, even the 
death of the Croſs. And eſpecially 
raile me to0a great height of love and 
gratitude to thee, and of hope and 
confidence in thy infinite mercies ; 
of which we have ſuch ſtrong aſlu- 
rance, by his being delivered for our 
offences, aud raiſed again | 
for oxr juſtification. Make AN 
me more and more in love with 
that lowlineſs of mind, that tender 
and compaſſionate charity,that meck- 
nels, patience and forgiveneſs which 
ſhone in his ſufferings. And fſub- 
due my will fo perfectly ; unto ſuch an 
abſolute, quiet and ready ſubmiſſion: 
to thy holy Will in every thing ; 
that my hope in thee may increaſe 
exceedingly : and not only ſo, but I 
may alſo joy in thee my God, through - 
ouwr Lord Feſus Chrift, 
by whom we have now re- 
cerved the atonement. 
Hear, Good Lord , the prayers of 
the whole Church, which thou ha#t 
purchaſed with thine ewn bloud, O 
that 


Rom, $. I I, 
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that every member thereof may | 


ſerve thee purely and orderly in the 


rank and condition wherein thou | 
haſt placed them , to their mutual | 
benefit and comfort, and' to the | 


conviction of thoſe who are ene- 
mies or ſtrangers tothe Name of the 
Lord Jeſus ; that they ſeeing our 
good works may gloritie thee our 
heavenly Father, and acknowledge 
that thou art among us of a Truth. 
Bleſs all the Miniſters of Religion 


or Juſtice : and endue them with | 


2 great love to the honour of our Sa- 
viour, and-with a great zeal to make 
his holy Laws underſtood and ob- 


ſerved. That as he gave himſelf 


for his Church , that he 

ps 5.26, might ſanttifie and cleanſe 
4 it with the waſhing of was- 
ter by the word, and preſent it to him- 


ſelf a glorious Church, not having ſpot, 


or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing : So all 
that name the name of Chriſt may de- 
part from all iniquity, and indeavour 
to be hely and without blemiſh, and be 
found 
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found of him in peace at the day of 
his appearing. 

Now nnto him that loved us, and 
waſhed 1s from onr ſins in his own 
bloud, and bath made 1s kings and 
prieſts unto God and his Father ; to 
him be glory and dominion = ever 
and ever. Amen. Rev. 1, 5,6 
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A TRATER 
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SDAINTS DAY, 


'V'z art to be praiſed, O Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, in all 
thy works of wonder, which 
declare the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of 
thy Majeſty , Power, VViddom and 
Goodneſs , throughout the world. 
One generation praiſes thy works to 
another , and declares thy mighty 
acts ; eſpecially the manifold wit- 
dom of thy incomprehenſible love in 
the falvation of mankind by Chrift 
Jeſus ; who hath brought us the glad 
ridings of peace and reconciliation 
with thee, and the promiſe of im- 
mortal life and glory, if we will be 
obedient to thee. An innumerable 
company of holy Souls have in all 


ages fince moſt thankfully recerved 
and 
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and acknowledged this thy grace 
and tender mercy ; being obedient 
to the very death, and leaving us an 
excellent example of pure love to 
thee, and conſtant affetion, and 
hearty devotion, and ardent zeal for 
the honour of our Lord and Maſter 
Chriſt Jeſus. I add my poor tribute 
of praiſe and thankigiving to all 
that hath been rendred unto thee, 
O God, who in the beginning com- 
mandeaſt the light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, and hazt now ſhone into the 
hearts of thy holy ones, to give the 
light of thy divine knowledge in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thanks be to thy infinite good- 
neſs, as for that glorious maniteſta- 
tion of thy ſelf in our fleſh, and the 
eternal redemption that the Lord Je- 
ſus obtained for us by Is bloud, 
and the power and dominion which 
thou haſt given him at thy right hand 
after lus Reſurre&ion from the dead, 
and 1s compaſſionate interceſſion on 
or behalf : S9 for all thoſe gitts 


which 
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which he gave unto men ; whereby 
he made ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
ſome Ewangeliſts , ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers , for the perfefting of the 
Saints, for the work of the miniſtry, 
and the edifying of his body, Ble(- 
ling, honour, glory and praiſe be to 
thee, O Father of mercies, for all 
thole great inſtruments of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the illuſtrious Miniſters of 
thy grace,the Embaſſadors for Chriſt, 
and the bleſſed Champions of his 
holy Truth, who have communica- 
ted the light of thy glorious Go- 
ipel to the world, and overcome the 
kingdom of darkneſs, by the bloud 
of the Lamb, and the word 
of their teſtimony, not 
loving their lives unto the death. 
Adored be the mightinels of that 
Grace, which our of the 
mouths of babes and ſuck- —Y 
lings ordained ſtrength 5 Glory be 
to thee, O Chriſt, whoſe 
{trength was made per- COR 
tect 1n weakneſs. Glory be unto 
L thee, 


Rev, 12. 11, 
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thee, who didſt commit this heaven- 

ly treaſure unto earthen 
2 Core 457+ veſſels; who approved 
themſebves the miniſters of 


E, 4» 5. . . . 
God in much patience, in 


aflictions , in neceſſities , in diſtreſſes, 


in fripes, in impriſouments, in toſſings 
ro and fro, in labours, in watchings, 
in faſtings, that the excellency of the 
power might be of God and not of 
27en. T heartily ſubmit to the power 


.of that Divine Truth , for which 


they ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and counted them 
but dung that they might win Chriſt, 
and be found in him. And1 rejoyce 
that thou haſt had ſo many faithful 
ſervants who have loved thee, O 
Lord thou lover of ſouls, more than 
their own lives ; moſt earneſtly deſi- 
ring to be inſpired with the very ſame 


Phil. 3.8. 


ſpirit which was in them, that I may | 


leave ſome example, though never to 


{mall, of hearty and untverſal obe- | 
dience, to thoſe that ſhall come 


her, 


Accept | 
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Accept, good Lord, of my ſincere 
reſolution to be a follower of them, 
even .cs they were of Ghri#t, in pureneſs, 
in knowledge , in long-ſuf- 
fering, in kindneſs, in love 1 Corll. 1, 
unfeigned : That my re- 
joycing may be this, the 203.6. 6,7. 
teſtimony of my conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and god- 
ly ſincerity, not with fleſh- yg 1, 
ly wiſdom, but by thy grace, 

I have had my conver ſatt- L. 5. 
on in the world; providing 
or honeſt things, not only in the fioht 
fie rt) = alſo in Ss ftaht wr 
»1eu, Make me conſtant and coura- 
gious in the profeſſion of thy holy 
Truth ; and to be willing zo paſs 
throuzh honowr or diſhonour , through 
ood report, or evil report ; for the 


ords ſake , hoping that if the ſuf- 


2 Cor, I. 12+ 


| ferings of Chriſt abound in me, my 


conſolation alſo ſhall abound by Chris. 
Stir me up, I beſeech thee, and 
quicken me thatT may ſhow the ſame 
ailigence that thy Saints have done , 
L 2 Jo 
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to the full aſſurance of hope unto the 


end ; that I may not be 


Heb. 6, 11,12. ſſothful , but a follower of 


them who through faith 


2. 3» 435. and patience inherited the 
promiſes, How ſhall I 


eſcape if I neglett ſo great ſalvation, |, 


which at first began to be ſpoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed by them that 
heard him, God alſo bearing them wit- 
neſs with ſigns and wonders, and with 
arvers Miracles of the Holy Ghoſt, ac- 


cording to his own will-? O continue 


the mighty aſſiſtance of that divine 
power with me, that behaving my 
ſelf ſo holily, juſtly and 

x Thefl,2.10, nyblameably as they did, 
I may reſt at laſt together 

2-1,7-9- with them, when our Lord 
Feſus ſhall be revealed 

from heaven with his mighty Angels, to 


be glorified in his Saints, and admired | 


in all them that believe. 
And now preſerve me this day 
ah from diſhonouring that 
TI worthy name, whereby we 
are 
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are called; knowing how we ought t6 
follow them, who behaved 

not themſebves diſorderly — 3Þ 
among thoſe that believed. 

That by this reſt from my ordinary 
labours, I may not learn idlenels; 
nor grow weary of well doing ; but 
be better diſpoſed in _ my mind by 
all the refreſhments of my body, to 
do my duty in the place and relati- 
ons wherein thou haſt ſet me, with 
greater Chearfulneſs, fidelity and 
diligence to. the end of my days. O 
that it may be my higheſt pleaſure 
to attend on thee and praiſe thee 
in the aſſemblies of thy Saints. Give 
me ſuch a ſenſible delight and. joy 
in reading and meditating of thy 
holy Word , and in the remem- 
brance of all thy mercies, that no- 
thing in this world may make me 
forget the ſweetneſs of it : but e- 
very thing may excite me more to 
praiſe , extol and magnifie thy 
loving-kindneſs to me ; and to 
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expreſs my thankfulneſs in a free and 
ready obedience to thy commands; 
till I be made fit to be admitted 1n- 
to the company of the bleſled, 
there to praiſe thee world without 
end. Amen. 


A PRAYER 
Upon the day of ones 


S FJ RU @T Y, 


O Moſt mighty Lord, the Former 
and Prelerver of all things: 
All thy works praiſe thee, and do 
declare thy infinite greatneſs, wil 
dom and bounty; and do call upon 
us likewiſe to magnifie thy Name 


with our continual praiſes and thank(- 
givings. I humbly bow my ſelf be- | 
fore thy glorious Majeſty who in- | 


habiteſt eternity ; acknowledging 
that it 1s but a little time ſince I was 
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not ; and that I am not gone down 
again into ſilence is to be aſcribed 
only to: thy Omnipotent goodnels, 
which brought me 1nto being, to 
praiſe thee among the reſt of thy 
creatures. 

I thank thee, O Lord , by whom 
I was fearfully and won- 
derfully made, and curt 
ouſly wrought in my mo- 
thers womb. Thou art he ſe 
that took me thence ; thou 
did#t make me hope when was upon my 
mothers breait, By thee 
I have been holden up Ms & 


Pſal. 1359. 145 
IS, 


ever fince ; and moſt carefully pro- 


vided for, when I conld-not think at 
all of thy tender mercies towards 
me. And therefore now that I am 
grown to the ule of my reaſon, »»y 
praiſe ought to be continually of thee. 
O bleſs the Lord, my ſoul, 
and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, 
O. my ſoul, and forget not all bis bene- 
L 


4 fits, 


103. I, 2, 
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fits. While I live will ] 
___ praiſe the Lord ; I will 
fing praiſes to my God while I have any 
being. Pardon, I beſcech thee, my 


ingratitude, in that I have no ear- | 


lier remembred thee my Creator, 
whom I live and move, and who give 
me all things richly ts enjoy. Accept 
of my unfeigned reſolutions to pre- 
ſerve hereafter a more grateſul ſenſe 
of thy great goodneſs to me , and 
to glorite thee with my body and 


with my ſpirit, which are thine. 


Vouchſate me the aſſiſtance of thy ' 


heavenly grace, that I may return 
them back unto thee pure and unde- 
filed ; full of wiſdom and ſpiritual 
underſtanding ; full of love and de- 
vout affection to thee ; full of all 
good works and the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, to which thou 
ha#t created me again by 
Chrizt Teſus, that I ſhould walk im 
them, 

Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt 
ſert him to give me a new and bet- 
tcr 
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ter life. I thank thee for all the 
helps and comforts of his Religion. 
O that my heart may be poſleſſed 
with ſuch a ſtrong belief of it, and 
ſuch a ſincere love to it,that I may feel 
indeed that. I am born again and made 


a new creature : meditating daily of 


thy mercies ; breathing torth my 
foul to thee, in prayers, and prailes ; 
and thankſgivings ; walking in the 
Spirit of goodneſs , righteouſneſs and. 
truth ; and proving what 


|; Ephel. 5. 9. 
is acceptable to our Lord, _— 


All the thanks and ſervices, I ac-- 


knowledge; that I am able to ren- 
der to thee, are nothing worth : but 
the longer I live, I moſt earneſtly 
deſire the more hearty , and. the: 
purer they may be ; and the 
more I may be inabled to do: for 
thy honour and glgry.e If thou ſut- 
fereſt me to- continue in this life 
another year, O that in the cor 
cluſion of it , I may preſent. my 
ſelf unto thee again more improved. 
in- all that ts praiſe-worthy. The 

L 5 time. 
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time paſt 1s roo mnch to have mif- 


ſpent ; O that I may ſuffer no more 
of my precious hours to run waſte, 
but that they may all be taken up, 
and carefully laid out in well doing, 
Help me diligently to husband 10. 
great a treaſure, which thou intruſteſt 
me withal, and to imploy it in or- 
der to a bleſſed Eternity. Let not 
the cares of this world, and the de- 
_—_— luſts of other things 
entring in , choke thoſe good ſeeds 


which thou haſt ſown in my heart; 


fo that they become unfruitful : but 
inable me as I grow 1n years-to in- 
creaſe allo in /ove, joy, peace, lonz-ſuf- 
fering , gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, tem- 
perance, and all cther fruits of thy 
holy Spirit.g 

And ſince I have been thy care. fo 
long, I will ſtill hope in thee continu- 
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thee more and more, Ca 


cettfulneſs of riches, and 


ally, that Ithall. yet praiſe | 


me not off if I live to:the 
tame 
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time of old age , forſake me mt when 
my #rength faileth, 'O God, thou ha#t 
tangcht me from my youth, and hither- 
to I have atclared thy wondrows works, 
Held me wp ftill , and 1 

ſball be ſafe. Order my a 
fteps 1n thy word : apd let 

not any. iniquity have dominion over 


me. That 1o. if, the evil days come, , 


and the years draw nigh, 

when I ſhall ſay, 1 have Ecclel, 12, I. 
no pleaſure in them : TI: ny 
may rejoyce 1n the re- 


membrance of a well-ſpent life, and, . 


having a good hope in thee, the day 
of my death , may be better than the 


day of my birth. O that death may - 
never {urprize me, nor find me un- 


prepared. Help me.to--walk alwa 
{0 cireumſpetly, and to. be Coming. 


tut of. my latter. end, that when 


death comes it may be no ſtranger to 
me; but I may entertain it as an ac- 


quaintance, and a friend : and with': 


the ſame chearfulneſs put off my 
body , and lay it. down: in. the 
grave, 
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grave, that I put off my clothes 
and lay my felt down 1n my bed. 
I commit my {elf intirely to thee, 


\ both now and ever ; waiting tor 


thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus , at that 
great Day, when thou ſhalt awake 
us out of the duſt. O that I may 
then be numbered among the Juſt, 


and ſtand at the right hand of my | 


Saviour, aad hear that joyful voice, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 


h, 3 N . . . 


prepared for you from the foundation 


of the world. Amen. 


—_—ccc 


Hat we may be ftedfaſt , wn- 
moveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lora, here fol- 
low particular Prayers for that grace ; 
ind, in caſe of any failing in our aunty, 
fer repentance, and pardon, and an 
hcart ſenſible of the divine goodneſs, 
ard more confiderate and careful for 
the tine to come, 
A 
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A PFRATER 


FOR 


RESOLUTION 
I N 


WELL DOING. 
C3 Moſt bleſſed God, the foun- 


tain of wiſdom , power, 


ſtrength, and: all other per- 


fections : from whoſe bounty I have ' 


formerly received , and at preſent 
enjoy innumerable blefſings ; and 
have no- hope for the future , but 
what ariſes from the ſame everlaſt- 
ing ſpring of all good, which is ne- 
ver weary of deriving its benefits 
unto us. I ought in a ſenſe of my 
intire dependence upon thee, to be 
very humble ; very thankful ; ex- 
ceeding ſolicitous for thy favour, 
and deſirous of thy good will ; for- 


rowtult. 
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rowful for my negle&s of thee ; a- 
ſhamed of the pitiful returns I have 
made to thee ; and moſt perempto- 
rily reſolved, and zealouſly bent to 
approve my ſelf hereafter to thy 
Divine Majeſty , in all well do- 
ing. 
Accordingly I am now proſtrate 
before thee, to implore the conti- 
nued powerful preſence of that infi- 
nite grace, to which 1 owe theſe 
holy thoughts that are in my mind, 
and by which atone I can hope to 
form and accompliſl: them. Po- 
fefs me, O God, with ſuch a full and 
lively ſenſe of thy undeſerved and 
unwearied love and kindneſs to me, 
in paſſing by ſo much ingratitude, 


and 1o many tranſgreſſions ; in laying 


on me ſuch ſtrong and manifold ob- 
ligations to be happy by obeying 
thee, and in affording me ſuch pow- 
erful afliſtances to attain that happt- 
neſs; that I may love thee proporti- 
onably with a more conſtant and 


ftedfaſt affection , and feel an un- 


alterable. 
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alterable will ſettted in me, 'to do 

the duty thou requireft of me ; in- 

to whatſoever ſtate and condition of 
life, thou ſhalt be pleaſed to diſpoſe 

me. 

When we have loved thee all that 
we can, I am ſenſible we have loved 
thee but a little ; becauſe we, and 
all that we can do are fo mconſide- 
rable. How ſmall a thing then is 
it, how poor and contemptible, that 
we return unto thee ; when we love 
thee not ſo much as we are able! 
© bleſſed God, cauſe fuch a delight- 
ful ſenſe of thy goodneſs to fall upon 
my heart, and to abide with me, that 
all the powers of my ſoul may ſtrain 
themſelves to love thee, and unite 
themſelves unto thee, in an unaltera- 
ble choice of thy Will; to be the ſole 
governour of all my deſigns, and de- 
hres, and actions throughout the 
whole courſe of my life. I love my ſelf 
moſt, I-ſee, when Llove thee intirely: 
and ſerve my felf, by doing thee all 


faithful ſervice, Inunion with thee L 


ally 
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am at reſt and peace ; and in con- 
{tant adherence to thee conlilts my 
eternal ſafety and ſecurity. To thee 
therefore , with the deliberate and 


full conſent of my will , I devote | 


my ſelf; reſolving to love and ſerve 
thee, with all my heart, and with 
all my foul, and with all my ſtrength. 
I vow unto thee, as I have done of- 
ten, all ſincere obedience ; and pro- 
teſt againſt every thing that is con- 
trary to thy holy commands, as con- 
trary alſo to my own ſenſe and judg- 
ment, to my moſt ſober and ſerious 
thoughts, and to my moſt adviſed 
counſels and reſolutions. They all 
acknowledge how juſt and reatona- 
ble, how good and pleaſant, how 
profitable and beneficial , how ho- 
nourable and glorious it is to be a 
doer of thy Will, which , belides 
the preſent contentment and fatisfa- 
ion of it, hath a great recompence 
of reward. O preſerve in my mind 
a conſtant remembrance, how dear- 
ly I am bought by the precious __ 
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of thy Son Chriſt; how early I was 
dedicated to thy ſervice ; how often 
I have ſince found abundant cauſe 
to determine I would be thine ; 
how I have condemned my {elf tor 
the breach of thoſe holy purpoles, 
and what great fatisfa*tion of mind 
I have had in the keeping of thy 
Commandments : That fo I may ne- 
ver wiltully offend againſt ſo many 
forcible realons obliging me to my 
duty; but be ſwayed by them, not- 
withſtanding all the temptations of 
the world, the fleſh or the devil, to 
perſevere in a reſolved obedience to 
thee for ever. And by the power of 
thy holy Spirit , I beſeech thee to 
make them clearer , ſtronger and 
more effectual ; that I may have 
the ſame thoughts, paſſions, inclinati- 
ons and purpoſes now, which I ſhall 
be apt to have when come to dye. 
For which end, help me often to 
place my ſelf before thy Judgment 
Seat, and to conſider that I muſt 
SLVE an account for all that I have 
received ; 
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received ; for thy holy Goſpel ; for 
thy divine inſpirations, for the coun- 
ſels and exhortations of thy Miniſters, 
for all the means and helps of grow- 


1ng better, and for all the incourage- | 


ments I have even from the good 
things of this life, which thy boun- 
ty beſtows upon me. That by a 
careful preparation for ſuch a reckon- 
ing, I may be kept cloſe and ſted- 
fait to my duty ; in hope of that 
exceeding glorious reward , which 
our Lord will beſtow upon all his 
faithful ſervants, at the day of his ap- 


pearing, Amen, 


Another to the ſame effet. 


() Moft great and glorious Maje- 
{ty of heaven andearth : who 
art of '1unſpotred purity, and in whom 
there is. not the. leaft ſhadow of 
-change. 
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change. I know that all the reſo- 
lutions of thy Wiſdom are moſt juſt 
and equal ; and I cannot chule, 
when I am in my right mind, to 
be guided by any thing elle, but thy 
holy Will : who deligneſt, I ſee, in 
all the revelations thou haſt made 
of thy ſelf to us, to make us like ro 
thy own , moſt blefſed, Nature. I 
do here own and acknowledge moſt 
heartily the righteouſneſs and good- 
neſs of all thy Laws ; I admire the 
lovelinefs of thy Image, in wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; 1 
loath my own deformity whilft I 
am unlike to thee ; I implore thy 
renewing grace as the greateſt ble 
ſing I can receive from thee ; and 
I bind my ſelf to the faithful 
improvement of it, as the weigh- 
tielt imployment of my lite. 

I am abundantly fatisfied in the de- 
claration thou haſk made of thy gra- 
cious purpoles towards us. 1 re- 
nounce all thoughts and deſires that 
are contrary thereunto ; 'and _—_— 
taat 
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that holineſs and eternal l:fe ſhall be 
my deſign. and ſtudy. I expect no 
pardon, O my God, but in ways 
of ſobriety , righteouſneſs and god- 
lineſs. I hope for a bleſſed immor- 
tality, only by patient continuance 
in well doing. I conſent to every 
part of thy holy Goſpel : and 
add my teſtimony to the truth of 
its words, that zoze of thy commana- 
ments are grievous; but thy yoke 
is eafie, and thy burden light, 1 
hope, O Lord, by thy grace I ſhall 
never contradict my ſelf, by dif- 
owning in my practice, thele free 
and ſerious profeſſions : But that 
I ſhall every day fo call to mind 
my own proteſtations and reſotuti- 
ons, as to. continue with an un- 
wearied diligence in ſtedfaſt obe- 
dience to thy commands, and to 
grow ſtill ſtronger in the grace of 
the Lord: Jeſus. 

O that every ſuch addreſs as 
this unto thy Divine: Majeſty , may 
leave a greater ſenle of thee, iow 
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of my duty, and of my happineſs, 


and of my manifold obligations, 
and repeated promiles, upon my 
heart. That I may always go out 


| of thy preſence with my mind 


more towards heaven ; with low- 
er thoughts of all the injoyments 
of this life ; with a greater reliſh 
of New. and holineſs; and more 
paſhonate delires to become every 
way ſuch as thou canſt approve, 
and love and delight in for e- 
ver. And affiſt me, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee, ſo conſtantly from a- 
bove , that whatſoever good 
thoughts are at any time in my 
mind , they may grow to fixed 
principles : and all heavenly affe- 
&ons may become a new nature, 
and the conſtant temper of my ſpi- 
rit : and all my purpoſes and re- 
lolutions may advance into a ſeri- 
ous practice and exerciſe of god- 
lineſs: and all the actions of an 
holy life may grow more free, 
chearful , vigorous, and full of de- 
light, 
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light, till they be compleated in 
everlaſting bliſs, through Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Amen. 


_ Us 
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i 
I| Caſt down my ſelf before thee, O 


moſt holy Lord of heaven and 
earth, with an humble, ſorrowful and 
penitent heart, adoring thy infinite 
grace which ſuffers ſuch a vile and 
miſerable ſinner to approach into 
thy preſence. I am thine indeed, 
dedicated long ago to thy ſervice, 


which I have ſince choſen, as the | 


moſt perfect freedom : But ſo much 
the greater reaſon I have to be a- 
baſhed before thee, and to be aſto- 
niſhed 
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niſhed at thy forbearing mercy ; 
which prolongs the life of ſuch an 
one as I am, —_ have been (© falſe to 
thee, and to my own reſulutions. I 
remember, in the bitterneſs of my 
ſoul, how many obligations thou 
haſt laid upon me to obſerve and 0- 
bey thee ; how oftea I have ac- 
knowledged the juſtice and good- 
neſs of thy Precepts ; and how fre- 
quently I have promited and vowed 
to conform my {elf unto them; and 
what great and precious pfomiſes 
thou haſt made to me of invaluable 


bleſſings : And yet, wretch that I 


am, I have been drawn aſide from 
thy ways by ealie and ſlight tempta- 


tions; and for a ſmall and momen- 
tary pleaſure or gain, | 
* have ventured the loſs ,,, ——— 
of thy favour, which is ar fn. 


| betterthanlife it ſelf. 


© God, that thou ſhouldt have 
patience with ſo pertidious, ſo un- 
grateful, ſo ſenſeleſs a creature as I 


am ? That thou ſhouldft permit me 


to 
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to ſee the light of the Sun, and haſt 
not condemned me to utter dark- 
nels, 1n weeping, wailing and gnaſh- 


ing of teeth! But that thou giveſt | 


me leave to look towards heaven, 
and that I have any heart to ſpeak 
unto thee, and ſtill may call thee, Fa- 
ther, ſaying, Father, I have ſinned a- 
.gainſt thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy ſon; O the riches! O 
the unſearchable riches of thy grace! 
I can never ſufficiently admire thy 
exceeding great long-ſuffering to- 


wards me in Chriſt Jeſus. Nor ſuf- | 


ficiently abhor and loath my ſelf for 
my foul revolt from thee, who art fo 
kind 8& gracious: eſpecially if I ſhould 
ſtill continue to abuſe fuch tender 
mercy and compaſſion towards me. 
Tribulation and anguiſh , indignatr 


on and wrath, I acknowledge 1s the | 


due portion of thoſe that do evil : 
and it thou ſhouldſt abandon me, 
and caſt me out of thy fight, I muſt 
conte!s that thou art righteous, and 
that I reap but the fruit of my own 
Ways 
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ways, and ſuffer the deſerved pu- 
niſhment of my late iniquity. 

But thou, O God, delighteſt in 
mercy, and there is forgiveneſs with 
thee, that thou mayit be 
feared. Thou haft ſworn Pal. 130. 4- 


that thou deſireſt not þ.,, is 32, 


the death of a ſinner ; 

but rather that he ſhould return-and 
live : And haſt ſent thy Son Jelus, 
with the molt indearing arguments 
of the greateſt love, to per{wade us 
to retura unto our. duty. Behold, 
O Lord, I retura ; with grief and 
affliction of ſpirit that I have offend- 
ed thee : deteſting the thoughts of 
doing the like again, and reſolving 
to be more caretul, and diligent, and 
circumipe&t for the time to come. 
O let me live to the praiſe of thy 
Omnipotent Grace, inabling me to 
perform theſe reſolutions in a more 
trit and exact obedience to thy ho- 
ly commands, the reſt of my days. 
Mercy, mercy, I molt earneftly beg, 
O Father of mercies, for the _— 
M (© 
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. of him that dyed for me; not meer- 
ly for the pardon of my fins, but for 
2 Divine Power to enable me to 
ſubdue them. 1 deſire not thy inhi- 
nite goodneſs to bear me out 1n re- 

 bellion againſt thy righteouſneſs, pu- 
rity and truth; but that by thy good- 
neis I may be partaker of them; 
that my repentance may be accepted; 
and that it may be hearty and ſted- 

faſt, never to be repented of. 1 
deſire no peace, quiet and eaſe in my 


heart, but in a conſtant and reſo- | 


lute oppoſition of all the temptations |, 


.of the world, the fleſh and the de- 
vil ; and in the hope I have, that 
through thy gracious aſſiſtance it 
ſhall: be victorious. 
© ſertle me, I beſeech thee, in this 
holy difpoſition, that I may preſerve 
an intire friend/hip with thee here- 
after , by an happy agreement with 
thy will and pleaſure in every thing, 
And for that end make 
+ Rs me ſtrong in the Lord, and 
22 the power of his might : That be- 
ing 
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ing ſcnlible of my own great weak- 
nels, I may more earneſtly depend 
upon thy aid from above, by an 
humble and vigorous faith 1n'th 

Almighty goodneſs. Maintaia ſuc 

a Clear light in my mind, that may 
keep me from being deceived: with 
the vain ſhadows and empty ap- 
pearances of ſatisfactory pleaſure 1n 
any thing of this world. Fortifie 
my will with the power of thy Di- 
vine love, that may overcome all 
ſenſual affections. that ariſe in me at 
any. time againſt thy ſacred com- 
mands. And poſleſs me with ſuch 
a lively hope of thote good things 
which Chriſt hath promiled in the 0- 
ther life, that may make -me active 
and-zealous, ftedfatt and unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that my labour ſhall 


not be in vain 1n the Lord. 


Thou knoweſt the ſecrers of all 
hearts ; let thy mercy, O Lord, be 
upon me, according as I deliberate- 
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ly and ſincerely - chuſe 
AR. 11.23. to cleave unto thee with 
,Plal. 51, 9,10, Purpoſe of heart, O caſt 
ow me not away from thy pre- 
ſence ; and take not thy holy Spirit 
from me, But hide thy 
Fla), 119, 80, face from my ſons ; and 
blot out all mine iniqui- 
ties, Create in me 4 clean 
heart, O Goa, and renew 4 
.conflant ſpirit in me. Make my heart 
fo be ſound in thy Statutes, that I may 
wever be aſhamed. Keep back thy ſer- 
want alſo from preſumpturous fins, tet 
them not have dominion over me, 
Ther ſhall I be upright , axd I ſhall be 
innocent from the great tranſereſſion : ( 
The words of my mouth, and the me- 
Aitation of my heart ſhall be accepted 6 
#n thy ſight, O Lord my Frength, andmy ; 
Redeemer. Amen, Amen, rl 
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A. THANKSGIVING 


hy To the 

" DIVINE GOODNESS. 
an For any hope of a 

' PARDON. 
ay After ſuch "S 
bp EBLA'PS'S 


Fountain of all good 5 from: 

whence all treatures derive whatſo- 

rea ever they injoy. They. are all poot 
mM and iidigent things , full of neceſſi- 
> ties and wants, which-zre continual- 

| ly ſupplied out of thy fulneſs. But 
the wants of our ſouls are the moſt 
lamentable: becauſe, beſides the pc- 
verty of creatures, we have made a 

A great many needs toour ſelves by our: 
M 3 wil- 


AL . % 

be Eternally moſt bleſſed God, the 
-: OO) Founc 

ue 
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wiltul departure from thee, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing. We ſtand in need of thy Par- 
don , of thy converting grace, and 
the greater ſupplies of thy holy Spt- 
rit: which we know not how with 
any confidence to expect, but that all 
theſe wants are not too big for thy 
inhnite goodnels to relieve ; and that 
thou haſt been pleaſed moſt compat 
ftonately to conſider our miſerable 
condition, in ſending Chriſt Jeſus 
into the world, and filling him with 
all the treaſures of thy grace and + 
mercy, that he might diſpenſe them 
tO us , according to our ſeveral ne- 
cellities. 

O how excellent is thy loving 
kindneſs, O God ! How 7 hun. 
is thy love! that will paſs by the in- 
ſalent offences of thy creatures a- | 
gainſt thy high authority , and Sor 
veraign goodneſs ; and not let them 
eternally periſh without a remedy, 
in that forlorn condition into which 
they have brought themſelves! 

| Bleſled, 


for hope of Pardon. 247 
Bleſſed , for ever bleſſed be thy 
ſparing Mercy ; which hath de/zvered 
Chriſt Feſies for our offences ; and teſti- 
fied thy acceptance of his Sacrifice of 
himſelf, by raiſing him again for our 
juſtification. Bleſled be thy Name, 
for the gracious declaration which 
thou haft made , that if any man ſin, 
we have an advocate with * 

thee , Chriſt Feſws the Ae. 
righteous , who ts the propitiation for 
our fins. 1 moſt thanktully recexve 
theſe glad tidings, which are worthy 
of all acceptation, that | 

Feſus Chriſt came into the * I 
world to ſave ſinners. Thanks be to + 
thy tender mercy , which hath re- 
ſtored us to a poſitbility of recover- 
10g = grace and favour. The - 
imalleſt hope of it, I acknowledge, is 
more valuable than the greateſt a- 
bundance of all the injoyments and 
pleaſures of this preſent life. What 
praiſe therefore, what love, what 0- 
bedience am I bound to render unto ' 
thee, who haſt given me ſuch a 
M.4. good 
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good hope of peace and reconcilia- 
tion. with thee ; and thereby delr 
vered me from the horror of my own 
guilty mind, remembring that I have 
adventured to oppole my will to- 
thine ? I ought tor ever, with the 
moſt zealous devotion of a grateful 
and obedient heart, to admire and 
ſtand amazed at thy inconceiveable 
Grace, which will not ſtrictly mark 
whar is done amiſs ; but accept of 
our repentance and amendment, in 
ſtead of an intire and conſtant per- 
formance of our duty to thee. O 742 


heighth, the depth, the length and the | 


breadth of thy love in Chrift Teſs ! 
which is the ſatisfaction of our heart, 
and the joy of our lives ; which 
would otherwiſe be intolerably 
grievous and burdenſome to us, 
whilſt we remember that we are 
{inners. 

Fill me, O Lord, with a moſt ar- 
dent love to thee, now that I here 
offer up my ſelf, in truth and finceri- 
ty of heart, to be wholly gy 


y 
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by thee. Behold, O Lord, my will 
lies at thy feet : I would have no 
will of my own; but deſire only 
that thy will may be done. And fill. 
me with an holy fear of thee, thar! 
thy indulgent mercy may not make- 
me remils,. and negligent, and pre- 
ſumptuous = to offend thee : Bur: 
a perpetual ſenſe of my new obliga- 
tions to» thee, 1n reviving my hopes 
which I had forteited-1n-thee, may 
render me more watchful, more dih-- 
gent, more earneſt and ſolicitous, 
more humble and diſtruſtful of my 
ſelf, and more fervent to implore 
the powerful ſuccours of- thy di-- 
vine Grace. O that it may be as na- 
tural to me to pray to-thee;. as:1t is 
to breath. And thow who fille5t 
the hungry with good things, pour in-' 
to me life, and ſtrength and vigor ; 
in a conſtant dependance -0n - thee, 
and an hearty indeavour to do thy 
will. Strengthen me with 
might, by thy ſpirit in the 
ner m4n.: That notwithftandirg 
M 5 the 
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2.50 A Prayer for 
the ſtrongeſt temptations wherewith 


I may be aſlaulted,and notwithſtand- 
ing the- weakneſs and feebleneſs of 


* my own ſpirit to reſiſt them, I may 


perſevere couragioully in well do- 
ing unto. the end. ; and finiſh m 

courſe with joy; and lay my ſelf 
down to reſt in an holy hope, that I 
thall enter into a ſtate of ſafety and 
_— from all danger, and re- 
main for ever in the joy of our Lord. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for the Divine Grace. 


Moſt bleſſed God , the high 

and mighty One,who inhabi- 

beſt eternity ; and art, what thou al- 
ways waſt, and ever wilt be,the moſt 
perfect power, wiſdom , 
and truth ; the fountain of all the 
perfections that are 1n us. We ought 
xo addreſs our ſelves to thee 1n the 
greateſt. humility of ſpirit; having 


No- 
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nothing to preſent thee withal which 
we can call our own; & being unable 
by all.our wy agus to profit thee, 
who ſtandeft in need of none of thy 
creatures. But alas ! O Lord,we have 
robbed thee of that which we have 
received from thee ; and are fo far 
from giving thee any thing of-ours, 
that we have not returned to thee 
that which 1s thine. O the miſcra- 
ble condition therefore into which 
we have brought our ſelves! who are 
not ſo. much as fit to receive any 
more from thy divine bounty ; and, 
which 1s worle, have been too un- 
willing to partake of thy favours! O * 
thy infinite love in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which hath beſtowed the richeſt 
grace upon us, whether we would or 
no ! Thou haſt honoured our na- 
ture with thy divine preſence, dwel- 
ling in it. Thou haſt delivered him 
todye for our fins. Thou haſt given us 
a bleſſed hope in thee, by his Reſur- 
rection from the dead. Thou haſt 
ſent him to bleſs us, in turning every 
one 
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one of us from our iniqui- 
ties: And given him all 
power in heaven and earth ; that he 
* may ſuccour and ſtrengthen us when 
we are tempted, and enable us to 0- 
vercome. 

I thank thee, with all my foul, for 
this abundant grace, {o freely and 
undeſired, conferred upon us. Which 
tncourages me to hope in thee, now 
that thou inclineſt my heart towards 
thee, and haſt given me a thankful 
tenſe of thy love, and ſome will to 
obey thee, and holy reſolutions to 
cleave unto thee in well doing ; that 
thou wilt not deny me the conſtant 
aſſiſtance of that good Spirit which 
our Saviour hath bid us ask of thee; 
to ſtrengthen , confirm and lettle 
what thou haſt begun to do for me, 


in a perfe& love and ſtedfaſt obedi- 


Ads 3. 2E, 


ence to all thy holy commands. O-: 


God of all grace. and might , the 
root of our lite, and power and 


&rength ; without whom all good, 


gzlres and purpoſes wither and dies. 
*':th- 
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withdraw not the ſweet influences of 
thy holy Spirit trom thy unworthy. 
{crvant, who intirely contides in thee, 
and hath no hope but in thy infinite 
Mercies. Remember not againſt me. 
former iniquities-; let not my late, 
back-ſliding and return to folly, cut 
me off from the communication of 
thy grace: which is wont to prels in- 
to thoſe ſouls that, open themſelves 
to receive it, and — thieſt after 
it. My ſoul thirſteth tor- thee., O- 
God ; that I may be more firmly 
united to thee, and be made more 
exatly like thee, in unchangeable: 
righteouſnels, purity and goodneſs. . 
Cheriſh and increaſe the moſt faint 
but ſincere motions, which thou ſeeſt 
in me, towards a more compleat par- 
ticipation of thee. And eſpecially 
preſerve 112 me a full confidence in. 
thy Almighty Love, as ready to ac- 
compliſh the deſires and indeayours- 
of all thoſe, who yield up themſelves 
unto it, in hearty willingneſs to be 
governed , by it. That being born 
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up by this ſtrong hope in thee, ” 


helper, and exceeding great reward, 
no temptation may be able to pre- 
vail over me: but I may walk ſted- 
faltly and evenly with thee, in all 
conditions and circumſtances of life, 
Make me feel ſo much of the comfort 
of this faith and love, and hope and 
obedience , reviving me to a de- 
lightful ſenſe of a bleſſed immorta- 
lity ; that whatloever allurements 
or diſcouragements I meet withal in 
this world, they may only provoke 
me to give a greater proof of all 
theſe in a conſtant adherence to my 
duty ; and occaſion the increaſe of 
my unſpeakable joy and fatisfa- 
&t10n. 

And inlarge my heart thereby to 
fuch a meaſure of Chriſtian piety, 
that I may not only be innocent and 
harmleſs,but torward alſo to do good ; 
and not only be contented with m 
portion, but rejoyce in our Lord al- 
way: and rejoyce not only to do thy 
will, but to ſuffer alſo for righteoul- 
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neſs ſake; knowing that great ſhall 
be my reward in heaven. Bleſs my 
indeavours to add to faith , wertme ; 
and to wertue, knowledge; and to 
knowledge , temperance ; and to tem- 
perance , patience ; and to 

patience , goalineſs ; and my _ 5467. 
to goalineſs, brotherly kind- 

neſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, chart- 
ty : That, doing theſe things , I may 
never fall ; But an entrance may be mi- 
niſtred to me abundantly , into the e- 
wverlaſting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriit. Amen. 


4 ſhort Prayer when any man's occa- 
ſions call him to a place where he 
fears danger. 


Almighty God; who art eve- 

ry where, and more eſpecial 
ly preſent to thoſe ſouls that look 
up unto thee, with an high _ 
© 


2.56 A Prayer for a man 


of thy favour and grace, and witl 


hearty defires to continue in thy 
love by. patient continuance in well 
doing. Ia this humble faith in thy 


Divine goodneſs, and with a due 


fear and reverence of thy glorious 
__ I proſtrate. my ſoul and bo- 
dy before thee; to put my ſelf into 
thy moſt gracious protection, and to 
beg the powerful aſſiſtance of thy 
holy Spirit, to- preſerve me whereſo- 


ever I am, in a dutiful obſervance. of 


all thy holy-commands. 


I am ſenlible, O : Lord , that we. 


live in a world of temptations, and 
that our nature 1s weak, and ready to 
yield to them; and that our affecti- 
ons are apt to wander after vanity, 
and that ſudden paſſions oftentimes 
tranſport. us from our duty: But I 
know withal that a ſenſe of thy-all- 
ſeeing eye, and of the life to come, 
and of the rewards and puniſhments 
which thou wilt render according to 
our works ; will certainly overawe 
all. ſinful motions in. me, and breat 
the 
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the force of the ſtrongeſt temptati- 
ons that aſſault me. Xnd therefore 
the greater the danger is, the more 
earneſtly I ſue unto thee, to be pol- 
ſeſled with a piercing ſenle , and 
lively remembrance of theſe things, 
which may abide with me alway ; 
and eſpecially this day , in every 
place and company into which I ſhall 
come. O that I may not be {o for- 
getful of thee, and of my own good, 
as for the ſmall and momentany plea- 
fures of this world, to hazard the 
loſs of thoſe great and eternal joys, 
which we expect in the other life. 
But enable me, O moſt gracious 
God, ſo to behave my ſelf, that 
when I have paſſed through all 
the imployments and occaſions of 
this day, I may bring my elf 
back again into thy preſence, ſo 
pure and undefiled ; that Þ} may 
begin thoſe joys which are to come, 
in chearful. praiſes of thee; and in 
a comfortable ſenſe that thou dwel- 
leſt in me, and: art leading me 4 
eny 
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thy holy Spirit tv immortal happi- 
neſs, through Chriſt Jeſus. Amer. 


te 


A Prayer for ſerions and effettual Con- 
fideration ; the better to eſtabliſh all 
good reſolutions. 


Moſt glorious Majeſty of Hea- 

ven and Earth: who art a- 

bove the higheſt of all our thoughts, 
and much more beyond all our 
words. But that thou art great and 
mighty, we know by thy works of 
wonder which we behold. And the 
admirable diſpoſure and govern- 
ment of all things tell us, that thou 
art infinitely wile and' knowelt all 
things. We ſee how good thou arr, 
by the large proviſion which thou 
haſt made tor all thy creatures, eve- 
ry where. Thy Precepts teach us 
how juſt and holy thou art ; and by 
thy Promiſes we know that thou art, 


gra- 


a Jy xuJw wo od , na 


ſerious Conſideration. 259 


gracious and bountiful ; and by thy 
Threatnings that thou hateft iniqui- 
by and by thy executing of both, 
that thou art faithful and true, and 
wilt ſave the godly and puniſh evil 
doers. 

When we conſider all this, we 
may juſtly wonder at our ſelves, that 
we ſhould not fear thee, and reve- 
rence thee, and love thee, and ſeek 
thy love and favour above all 
things ; by ſtudying to pleaſe thee in 
univerſal: obedience to thy bleſſed 
will; which defigns to imploy thy 
Almighty Power to make us fo great, 
ſo happy, and ſo glorious. And 
there 15 no other reaſon , I ſee, why 
we are no better affeted towards 
thee, but becauſe our thoughts are 
exceeding ſhort, and light and vain ; 
and we 1o ſeldom conkider and deep- 
ly ponder , what , we confeſs, thou 
art, and in what relation we ſtand 
to thy Divine Majeſty. Vouchſafe 
therefore, O God of all grace, to 
awaken my mind to a more — 
an 
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and ſtedfaſt remembrance of. thee, 
my Creator, my Redeemer, my dai- 
ly Benefactor, and my. moſt lovin 


and tender-hearted Father, in Chriſt 


Jeſus. O that no day may pals 
without ſome ſerious and confide- 
rate thoughts of thoſe things, which 


fare. d by thy powerful preſence 


with me, inlighten- my mind to a: 
clearer ſenſe of them. — 
um 


and inliven that ſenſe, I humbly be- 


ſeech thee, and make it ſo ſtrong and' 
moving ; that it may preſs upon my: 


heart and affections, till it overcome 
me to ſurrender ſoul and body ab- 
ſolutely unto thee. 

Pardon all my former neglects of 
thee ;- and let them not hinder the: 
influences of thy. holy Spirit upon. 
me, by which I may be changed into. 
thy image and likeneſs. Sanctihe my 
underſtanding , that I: may rightly 
conceive thy holy Truths, and fully 
apprehend them. Sanctihe my me- 
mory., that I may keep in.mind - 
tnaXt 


ſo —_ my everlaſting wel- 


+ 
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that I know of thee, and of thy 
bleſſed will revealed to us in Chritt 
Jeſus. San&ifie my will, that I may 
chearfully imbrace, and intirely con- 
ſent to thine, in all things. And 
fan&itie all my affeions, that I ma 

love thee with all my heart, and ſoul, 
and ſtrength ; and delight in thee 
more, than in all the. contentments 
of this-life ; and hope more for thy 
glory,than all worldly preferments ; 
and fear thee more than the greateſt 
potentate upon earth ; and take 
more care for my ſoul and eternal 
things, than for this body and all 
its momentany pleaſures ; and hate 
all ſin , more than my greateſt -ene- 
mies: yea, help me to love mine e- 
nemies ; to do good to them that do 
evil tome; to blels them that curſe 
me, and pray for them that deſpight- 
fully uſe me. For which end , ſan- 
ihe all my Paſſions ; that I may be 
angry at nothing ſo much, as that I 
have diſpleaſed thee ; and an an 
holy indignation at my ſelf, and in 
revenge 
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revenge of my former negligence 
and diſobedience, may be more ſtrict 
and ſevere 1a the pertormance of all 
my duty tor the time to come. San- 
&itie me throughout in body as well 
as ſpirit ; that I may poſſes it in ho- 
linels and honour: and all my ſenſes 
may adminiſter occaſions to m 

mind , to remember thee, to praiſe 
thee, and to bleſs thee , who every 
way fo liberally provideſt for me. 
San&ike all my converſation with & 
thers, and all the imployments of 
this life; that I may ſtill be heaven- 
ly minded, and have a reſpe& to my 
laſt end, and everlaſting good. 
Sanctifie all the bleſſings ot health, 
and ſtrength, and peace, and plenty, 
and friends: yea, and all the _ 
and afflictions of this life ; that they 


may make me more ſerious and con- | 


liderate, and help more perfectly to 
purihe my ſpirit , and diſpoſe me 
for the happineſs of the other 
world. 

Raiſe me, O Lord, to ſuch an ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding great delight in theſe holy 


thoughts and meditations ; and en- 


tertain me with ſuch a bliſsful ſenſe 
of thee, when I addreſs my ſelf un- 
to thee : that I may rather be unwil- 
ling to depart from thy preſence, 
than weary of converling with thee. 
And when 1 return to-my other im- 
ployments again, O that my mind 
may be often lovking back towards 
thee, my God, my exceeding joy; 


| deſirous to be always with thee, and 


longing to enjoy thee in unchangea- 
ble love, and perfe& likeneſs to 
thee : Unto which I moſt humbly 
beſeech thee to bring me, for thy 
mercies ſake declared in Chriit 
Jeſus, who lives for ever to make 
interceſſion for us. Amer. 
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TI He better -to preſerve a <con- | 
oy ſtant ſenſe of God in the 
mind , and pious diſpoſitions in the 
Heart ; Here follow certam ſhort 
Ejaculations ( as we are wont to call 
them ) in which , upon ſeveral oc- 
cafrons , any man may lift up his 
ſoul to God : And if he do i | 


fervemly , may find it of great 
eſe . | | 
| 
| 
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E FACULATION'S. 


When he awakes in the Morning, 
he may fay, 


Laid me aown and flept ; | 4 
waked, for the Lord ſuſtained me, | 
Pſal. 3. 5. 1 
How 


— —_— 
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How precious alſo are thy thoughts 
»ato me, O God? how great 1s the ſum 
of them ? If I would count them; 
they are more in number than the 
ſand : when I awake, I am ſtill with 


thee, Pſal. 139. 17,18. 
When he is dreſſing himſelf. 


O how bountiful 1s the ornament 
of a pure, humble , meek , patient 
and charitable ſpirit ! Help me, O 
God , to put on the Lord Feſws, 
thele and all other vertues. 


When he goes into the Church, ar 
his Cloſer. 


My heart is fixed, O Ged, my heart 
is fixed : I will ſing and give praiſc, 
Plal.'$7. 7. 


When he begins any bulinelſs. 
My help cometh from the Lord, which 


made heaven and earth, Pi'a\. 121, 2. 


N The 
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The Lord Teſus Chriit be with my 


ſpirit, 2 Tum. 4. 22, 
'When he goes forth of his doors, 


Hold thou up my goings in thy paths, 
that my foot-ſteps ſlip not , Plal. 17. 5, 
Order my Steps in thy word : and let 
not any tuiquity have dominion over 
me, 119.133. Give thy Angels charge 
over me , to keep me in all my ways, 
91, 11, 


"When he walks abroad and beholds 
all things round about him , he 
may tay as it is Pſal, 104. 24. 


O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
*n wiſdom haſt thou made them all - 
;the earth us full of thy riches, &C. 


At Meals. 


O tafte and ſee that the ord + 
good, He filleth our hearts ,with food 
«nd zladneſs, Plal, 24.8, At. 14. 17. 
Bleſſed 


Sp 6 


Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily load- 
eth us with his benefits, Plal. 68, 19, 


ny 


At Candle-light. 

” Lord, lift thos up the light of thy 
py countenance upon us, Plal. 4.6. Or, 

God be merciful unto us and bleſs 
- a his face to ſhine s 
5 us, ana cauſe por 
p us, 67.1, 
'S, 
| When he goes to bed. 
ds 
le I will both lay me down in peace, and 


ſleep *. for thou, Lord, only makeſt me 
awell in ſafety, Pſal. 4. 8. 
5! He that keepeth me doth not lumber. 
/® The Lord is my keeper : the Lord is my 
aefence, who neither ſlumbers,, nov 


fleeps, Plal. 121. 4, 5. 


In the Night ſcaſon. 


O happy ſouls, that re? nor day mer 
Ws night , ſaying , Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
N 2 Goa 
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God Almighty , which was , which &, 
and is to come ! Rev. 4. 8. 

O great God ! the darkneſs hideth 
not from thee ; but the night ſhineth 
as the day : the darkneſs and the light 
are both alike to thee, Pal. 139. 12. 

eWy ſoul [hall be ſatisfied a with 
marrow axd fatneſs; and my mouth 
ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips.: when 
I remember thee upon my bed, and me- 
aitate on thee in the nicht watches. 
Pecauſe thou hait been my help ; there- 
are in the ſhadow of thy wines will 1 


rejoyce, Pſal. 63. x» 6, 7. 
-- On a fick-bed, or in other afli&tion. 


-It is the Lord: let him do what 
feemeth him good, 1 Sam. 3.18. 

It is goon that 4 man ſhould both 
hope , ana quietly wait for the ſalux- 
tion of the Lord, Lam. 3. 26. 

Bleſſed be the Lord for my long 
continued health and all his ©6- 
ther benefits. Let the remem- 


brance of thy former mercies re- 
freſh 


Hs ww R Ywud Xa<& 
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freſh my ſoul, and incourage my 
hope, and ſtrengthen my parience , 
with quiet reſignation of my felt to 
thy good pleaſure. 


At the point of Death. 


I have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
Lora, Gen. 49. 18. 

Into thy hand, O Father, I com- 
mend my ſelf, who breathedlt into 
me the breath of Lites. Lord Te (res 
rYecetve my ſpartt , which thou haſt 
redeemed by thy precious bloud, 
and ſancified by the Holy Ghoſt. 


When he hears a Paſſing-bell. 


Verily, every man at his beſt ftate is 
altogether vanity, Plal. 39. 5. 

O teach me ſo to number my aays , 
that I may apply my heart unto wiſ- 
ao, 9O, I2Z, 


N 3 
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In a time of Plague. 


O Lord, corrett us, but with juadge- 
meit ; not in thine anger leit thou 
bring ws ts nothing, Jer. 10, 24. 


Iz a time of Wear. 


O Lord, ariſe, help us and deliver 
us for thy names lake. 

From our enemies defend us, O 
Chriſt. Graciouſly look upon our 
affliction. 


King 4ſz cryed unto God in this 
manner when he was going to give 
battle to a million of encmies. 


Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, 
whether with many, or with them that 
have no power, Help #s, O Lord our 
Cod, for we refit on thee, and in thy 
name go againſ this multttuat , 
2 Chrog, 14. 11. 


In 


016 
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In any other publick Calamity. 


Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 


not thy heritage to reproach, Joel 2. 17. 


A great Offender may often fay with 
the Prodigal, 


Father, I have ſinned againſt thee, . 
and am no more worthy to be called 
thy ſon, And with the Publican, 

God be merciful to me 4 ſinner. : 


After any mercy received. 


What ſh:ll I render unto the Lord, 
for all the benefits that he hath 
done unto me ? Plal. 116. 12. 

Every day will I give thanks unto 
thee, and praiſe thy name for ever 
and ever, 145, 1. 


I ſhall mention no more, becauſe 
I would not invite the Reader to 
N. 4 make . 
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make this ſort of Prayer too com- 
mon. For by that means, it wall 
be 1n danger to grow cold, and loſe 
its force and efficacic , by growing 
tath'onable. To that purpole I re- 
member a devout Prelate of our 
own ( Biſhop Hall ) ſomewhere de- 
tivers his judgement about this mat- 
ter. But if any one find that he can 
with profit turn his thoughts this 
way , upon all occaſions ; he may 
ealily invent more Ejaculations. The 
meaſure of them is, (as that fore- 
named perſon ſpeaks ) zo preſerve 
onur hearts in a conſtant tender and 
godly diſpoſition ; which ſhall be fur- 
ther attuated upon all opportunities, 
by the exerciſe of our more inlarged 
ana fixed devotions. 


A Prayer fer Submiſſion to Goa, iz 
caſe of any great loſs in a mans E- 
ſtate, Relations or Friexas. 


Moſt Holy, holy, holy ; the 
Supreme Lord and Govee- 


nour of the world: who art 
unſearchable in thy Wiſdom, unſpot- 
ted in thy Juſtice, and irreſiftable in 
thy Power: who'e goodnels hath no 
bounds, but what thy wile and holy 
Will gives unto 1t; and art immu- 
table in theſe and all other perfe&i- 
ons, the great God, moſt bleſſed for 
ever. It 1s molt reaſonable and a- 
greeable to our nature, moſt prof - 
table and convenient to our 1interel?, 
moſt ſatisfactory and ſuitable to our 
wiſeſt choice, by an abſolute and 
quiet {ſubmiſſhon 1n all things to thy 
Soveraign VViſddom, Julitice and 
Goodnels, to declare our fear and 


Ns reve- 
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reverence of thee ; our unfeigned 
love to thee, and deſires to pleaſe 
thee ; our truſt and confidence 1n: 
thee; and ready diſpoſition to obey 
thee. 

Thou art too great, I know, to 
delight 1n grieving us thy poor 
ereatures ; and haſt other ways of 
procuring thy own pleaſure, than by 
our miſery, pain and torment. And 
therefore in a full. perſwafion of thy 
unerring providence over us, and 1n- 
tinite Charity towards us, I here moſt 
kumbly nnd freely reſign all my 
thoughts and deſires unto thee : 
ſubmitting my ſelf intirely to thy 
Orders, and refolving by thy gract- 
ous aſſiſtance to. reft contented with 


. whatſoever thou appointeſt. The 


Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord, Bleſſed be 
thy name, who haſt continued to me 
ſo Jong, the enjoyment of ſo many 
good things. Bleſſed be thy name, 
that I had any thing to part withal, 
whereby 


Jub 1. 21, 


a 4 


ie 
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whereby I may teſtifie my faith in 
thee, and affetion to thee. Bleſſed 
be thy name, that I have any of the 
comforts of this life ſtill remaining, 
and that they are not all taken away 
from me. I have nothing too great, 
or too dear to be religned to thee : 
from whoſe bounty I received all I 
have ; and whoart my beſt, and my 
eternal friend. 

O that no repining thoughts may 
ariſe in my heart, to diſorder and 
difcompoſe my duty towards thee, 
or towards my neighbour. But help 
me- rather to think wherein I have 
offended thee, and carefully to a- 
mend it ; to place my affections more 
ſtedfaſtly on . thole unmoveable 
things which are above; to lay up 
my treaſure and hope in heaven ; 
and to prepare my lelt, by perfe&ting 
my purity, and thankfulnels, and pa- 
tience, and all:other vertues ; to be 
tranſlated thither,: where our life 1s 
hid in thee with Chiilt Jelus, I 
thank thee, O Father of Mercies, that 
tho 


W 
| 
nr 


276 A Prayer for 
thou haſt given us ſuch everlaſting 
conſolation , through thy Grace , mn 
him. Every day will I blels thee, 
and I will praile thy name tor ever 
and ever ; tor thole exceeding great 
and precious promiles. which thou 
haſt given us to ſupport and comfort 
us, in all the troubles of this lite. 
Increaſe my faith;{trengthen and con- 
firm my hope ; lift up my ſpirit con- 
tinually to that bleſſed place where 
Jeſus is: that I may rejoyce in hope 
of that. immortal lite, when all tears 
thall be wiped from our eyes, and 
there ſhall be no ſighing nor lorrow 
* Thi clavſo ro 2 more ; but we[*who 
ts uſed only in are now Ppartcd aſunder] 
ebe loſs of ſhall meet together to 
Friends or Re acknowledge, with eter- 
nal praiſes, thy wile and 
merciful providence, which by ways 
molt. contrary to our deſires hath 
brought us to endle(s and undiſturb- 
ed blils. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, the weak- 
neſs and frailty of our nature, and 
therc- 


| 
| 
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therefore vouchlate me the conſtant 


alliſtance of my good Spirit, ( for 
which I depend upon thee) to 1na- 
ble me to continue in this humble, 
quiet and dutiful ſubmiſſion to thee : 
waiting for that peaceable and joy- 
ful repoſe, in the eternal reſt which 
thou haſt prepared for thy People ; 
through thy mercies in Chriſt Jeſus: 
By whom all glory, honour, love and 
obedience be rendred to thee, by me 
and all mankind, both now and for 
ever. Amen. 


A Prayer which a piows ſoul may uſe, 
thar is full of donbts, and much 
troubled 1n mind, 


Lord, the Father of 
mercies, aud the God 
of all comfort. 1 acknowledge and 
adore thy eternal Power , Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs. I render thee my 
molt 


2 Cor, 1. 3, 
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moſt hearty thanks for all the bene- 
tits thou haſt freely beſtowed on me, 
from my firſt coming into the world 
until this time. eMany, O Lord my 
God, are thy wonderful works which 
thaw haſt done , and thy thoughts, 
which are to us ward, they cannot be 
| reckoned up in order unto 
a if I wonld aeclare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more than 
can be numbred, Above all I bleſs 
thee for that great demonſtration of 
thy love and good will to mankind 
by Chriſt Jeſus, whom thou halt ſent 
into the world to ſave ſinners: and 
for bringing me to the clear know- 
ledge of him, faith in him, and ſome 
love, I hope, towards him, and un- 
feigned affection to thy holy will, 
declared to us in his blefled Go- 
ſpel. 

O God, thou haſt taught me from 
my youth up, and hitherto been 
marvailouſly gracious to me. Hide 
not, I tetech thee, thy face now 
from me; and put not thy ſervant 
away 
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away 1n diſpleaſure. Thou haſt been. 
my help: leave me not, neither for- 
fake me, O God of my falvation. 
But, for Jelus Chriſt his jake, I hum- 
bly intreat thee to pardon and paſs 
by all my neglects of thee, and un- 
thankfulneſs to thee, and offences a- 
gainſt thee. And as I here ſincerely 
devote and dedicate my whole ſelt, 
foul and body, to thy ſervice ; ſo help 
me , O my God , and further me in 
the performance of my duty, by the 
grace of thy holy Spirit. To thee all 
hearts are open , and from thee no 
ſecrets are hid : deal with me accord- 
ing to the earneſt deſire and full pur- 
pole of my ſoul, to conform my 
ſelf in all things to thy holy 
Will. 

Settle in me an unmoveable faith 
in thy inhgite Merctes, a conſtant 
love and chearful affection to my 
duty, and a readineſs of heart to o- 
bey thee, and to fubmit to thy wiſe 
appotntments in every condition. 
The whole earth is full of thy Mercy: 
thou 
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thou openeſt thy hand and fatisfieſt 
the delire of every living thing: O 
refuſe not the humble deſires of my 
poor ſoul, which gaſpeth after thee, 
even as the thirſty land. Thou who 
givelt to the Bealts their food, and to 
the young Ravens when they cry; 
O ſatisfe me early with thy Mercies, 
that I may rejoyce and be glad all 
my days. Compole my broken and 
diſturbed thoughts : quiet my trou- 
bled and diſordered {pirit ; and ap- 
peaſe all the ragings and tumults 
there, by a ſweet ſenle of thy moſt 
tender mercies, which have been e- 
ver of old, and endure continually. 
Baniſh from me all cauſleſs fears and 
jealouſies: deliver me from all un- 
profitable ſadnels and dejetion of 
ſpirit : keep me from raſh judging 
of my ſelf, and much more trom 
charging thee fooliſhly. Beſtow up- 
on me a chearful ſpirit, by an hum- 
ble hope in thee ; 'and by refer- 
ring my felt wholly to tliee. En- 
due me with {uch wiſdom and up- 
rightnels, 
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rightneſs, that I may neither neglect 
my duty , nor ſu{peX thy gracious 
acceptance of me. Give me an hear- 
ty zeal todo the beſt that I am able ; 
and a fetled perſwaſion that thou 
requirelt nv more of me. Defend 
me, O my gracious God, from ditho- 
nouring thee and my Religion ; by 
diſtruſting thy goodneſs, and calling 
thy loving-kindneſs in queſtion to- 
wards thoſe, that are ſincerely bent 
to pleaſe thee. Remove all trouble- 
ſome imaginations from me ; and 
give me a clear underſtanding of 
thee, and of my ſelf, Or when 1 
am in darkneſs and confuſion of 
thoughts, grant me ſo much light 
and judgement, as not to conclude 
my ſelf forſaken by thee, but to 
refle& upon thy long continued fa- 
vours to me and many deliverances 
of me; that ſo I may reſolve ſtill to 
hope in thee, to bear my preſent 
trouble patiently, and to reſign my 
will abſolutely to thy good pleaſure. 
And, good Lord, enable me to _ 

Wh 


- —_ —_ = ” 
——_ 3 
- - —— - —>— 


Cry © ITETEL © 
x - x £ — P 


282 Prayers for thoſe who 


beyond theſe clouds, to that bleſſed 
ſtate whither my Saviour is gone ; 
in which there is nodarknels at all : 
and in an humble hope of coming to 
the ſame place where he is, to con- 
tent my ſelf with any condition 
whilſt I am here, fo far remote 
from that Region of light and 
glory. 

Hear me, moſt loving and mercr- 
ful Father, I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee. Pitty my great dulneſs and 
deadneſs of heart. Strengthen my 
weak and feeble endeavours. Sup- 
port my fainting ſpirit ; and caule it 
humbly to hope in thee for ever. 
Confirm and eſtabliſh every good 
thought , deſire and purpoſe which 
thou haſt- wrought in me.” Perfect 
that which thou haſt begun. Make 
me to grow in wiſdom, faith, love, 
and willing obedience. Conduct me 
hereafter ſo evenly and ſteadily , fo 
peaceably and quietly, ſo chearfully 
and ſecurely in thy ways; that I may 
glorifie thee whilſt I live, by incou- 
raging 
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ed raging others to accompany me in 
e; thy ſervice. And when I come to | 
ll: dye, may reſign my ſoul unto thee 
to With an undiſturbed mind ; and in | 
n- an holy hope allo of a joyful reſur- ; 
»n rection of the body, at the great j 
te day of the Lord Jeſus; to whom | 
1d be glory and dominion for ever. 
Amen, | 


1- | 
h —_— | 
d 
y A Prayer to be ſaid by others for one | 
1 that is txoubled in mind, 
God, the only Hope, the Re- | 


fuge, the Comfort and fatisfa- 
ion of our ſouls : Of whoſe Good- 
neſs and tender mercy all the world 
hath ſo many teſtimonies , and WE 
our ſelves have had ſuch long expe- | 
rience, that we are 1ncourage 
thereby, though moſt unworthy, to 
make this humble addreſs to thy Dt- 
vine Majeſty. 
Thou 
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Thou ſeeſt, we know, and pittieſt 
the miſery and torment of this at- 
flicted ſpirit ; none of his 
* Gghs or groanings are 
hid from thee : But to expreſs alſo 
our charity and compaſhonate con- 
cernment: for him, we are bold to 
recymmend' him to thy favour, as a 
great object of the bowels of thy 
mercy, which are in Chritt Jeſus. 

We ought indeed, above all things, 
to admire thy moſt wiſe goodnels, 
which hath ſet forth him to 
be a propitiation , through 
faith in his bloud; and invited even 
the greateſt ſinners to return unto 
thee and live. Bleſſed, eternally 
bleſſed, be thy great and glorious 
grace, which hath ſent us ſuch glad 
tidings of peace and reconciliation , 
and aſſured - hope ; that if we obe- 
diently believe thy Holy Goſpel, 
thou wilt be merciful to our ſins, and 
remember our iniquities 
20 more, O Father of 


mercies, who openc#t the eyes of the 
blind 


* Or her, 


Rom, 3. 29. 


Heb. 8, 12. 
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bliad, and raiſeſt them 
that are bowed down ; 0O- 
pen the eyes of this thy ſervant, that 
he may ſee thy marvailcus love re- 
vealed in Chriſt Jeſus. Touch his 
ſpirit with ſuch a powerful ſenſe of 
it, that he may both heartily and 
abſolutely conlent to be governed 
by thy Laws, and likewiſe be revived 
with a comfortable belief of the 
truth of all thy precious promiſes. 
Free him trom all confuſion of 
thoughts, and beſtow on tum a clear 
and diſtin apprehenſion of all 
things belonging to his peace. And 
as thou haſt wrought in him a tear of 
thy Divine Majeity, and many holy 
delires after thee ; and perlwaded 
him, we hope, to be willing 1n all 
things to live godlily : So poſſeſs him 
with an humble beliet that thou wilt 
always inable him to do according- 
ly; and never fail to ſtrengthen 
him againſt all the power of the 
enemy, till he hath got the victory, 
and triumphs 1nhope of thy {alvation. 
Raiſe 


Pſul. 146.3. 
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Raiſe up his ſpirit, moſt mighty Lord, 
by the power of a moſt ſtrong faith 
in thine Omnipotent Goodnels : 
which delights to cheriſh the leaſt 
gaſpings and pantings in us after true 
righteouſneſs. Bear him up by this 
above all the clouds wherein he is 
incompaſled, into a clear heaven of 
light and joy. Quiet and appeaſe 
all his tumultuous paſhons, that he 
may lilently liſten to thy voice 1n thy 
holy Goſpel, ſaying ; Come nnto me 
all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will 
give you ret, Thou who tearcheſt 
the hearts, knoweſt that he unfeign- 
cdly ſubmits himſelf to the yoke of 
thy Laws. Ir is the preſent grief 
and affliction of his ſoul, thar he 15 no 
more perfectly ſubje& to it. O re- 
freſh hum with the belief, that thou 
art more deſirous than he,that there 
ſhould be a perfe& reconciliation of 
lis very nature and diſpolition to 
thee: and that therefore thou wilt not 
deny him the aſliſtance of thy mighty 


grace 


Matth. 11. 28, 
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grace to help him to fulfil thy whole 
good will and pleaſure. 

O that he may take courage from 
this hope to begin to do thy will; 
and continuing 1n well doing , and 
growing more and more 1n {trength 
and power to perform his _ he 
may be delivered from all {laviſh 
fears, and jealouſies, and diſtruſt of 
thy divine goodnels. Eipecially 
keep him from delpair of thy mercy, 
as the greateſt diſhonour to thee, 
and to thy abundant grace 1n the 
Lord Jeſus. 


O thou who didſt invite even 


thoſe great ſinners, who by wicked 


hands took and crucified 
thy dear Son, to rc "2nt and AX. 2. 23-30 
be baptiFed for t/'o remiſſion of ſans: 
Lift up this dejected foul to an hum- 
ble confidence in thee, that thou wilt 
not deny him the ſame mercy. And 
as thou haſt ſworn that thou haſt no 
pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 
but that he ſhould turn from his evil 
way and live: ſo bC pleaſed, _— 


I 
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God, to make him ſenſibly feel his 
ſoul 1s turning to thee ; ſince he can 
tind no comfort and ſatisfaction, but 
only 1n thy love and favour, which 
he eſteems better than life it (elf. 
And that he may obtain thy pat- 
con, help him from his heart to for- 

give every one that hath 


Vatth. 18, 35. treſpaſſed againſt him.And 


Luk. 19. 8, if he have taken any thing 
from any man wrons fully, 
We 4h grant him grace to reſtore 
it to him: To prve als 
Dan, 4. 27. C 


likewiſe of ſuch things as 
hs hath , and to break off 
his ſins by righteouſneſs, & 
his iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 
poor ; that thou, who art rich in 
mercy, maylt Le favourable unto him, 
and he may ſee thy face with joy. 
Hear us, good Lord, and give e- 
very one of us grace to walk exactly, 
and ro keep pure conſciences, void 
of offence towards thee and to- 
wards all mea: that ſo we may 
tive and diz peace ; — 
or 


Tob 33. 26, 
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for thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
cternal lite. Ames. 


Another for a perſon tn the ſame con- 
dition. 


Lord, the Father of ſpirits, 

the Lover of our ſouls : who 

art pleaſed beſt in our love and 
hearty afte&ion to thee ; and wouldlt 
have us delight our ſelves in the 
thoughts of thee, and rejoyce con- 
tinually in thy holy name. Give us 
leave to render our humble thanks 
to thy divine Majelty, for this know- 
ledge which thou halt given us of 
thy bleſſed Nature ; and 1n imitation 
of it, to recommend with moſt fer- 
vent charity, this deſolate and at- 
flicted ſoul to thy tender Mercies. 
He 1s filled with trembling thoughts 
and frightful apprehenſions of thee. 
The dread and terror of thy diſplea- 
O ture 
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fure hath overwhelmed his ſpirit, 
He is troubled, and bowed 
down greatly ; he yoeth 
mnourning all the day long. O that 
thou wouldt be pleaſed 1o to repre- 
ſent thy ſelf unto him, that he ma 
be poſſeſſed with the ſame ſenle 
which thou haſt wrought in our 
minds; that thou art Love, and de- 
ſireſt to be loved, and chearfully 
ſerved by all that worſhip thee. 
Thou haſt graciouſly wrought in 
him already a ſenſe of his duty to- 
wards thee. Great ſorrow over- 
flowes his ſoul for his neglects of 


Plal. 38. 6, 


. thee, and offences againſt thee. And 


out of this depth he ſighs and groans 
and crys unto thee with earneſt de- 
ſires and purpoſes to live more holily 
for the time to come. Awaken his 
mind, good Lord, to very ſenſible and 
thankful refletions upon this grace 
which thou haſt begun to ſhow him. 
Bleſs all the pious counſels & inſtruct 
Ons which thou likewiſe vouchſafeſt 


unto him, to the encouraging of his 


hope | 
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hope in thee, that thou who haſt begur 
a good work in him wilt 
erfect it even until the 
day of Feſws Chriſt. Remember him 
that as thy Majeſty #5, fo 
7s thy mercy e and that 
thy power delights to ſhow it ſelf in 
doing good unto thy creatures ; e- 
ſpecially to the humble, the thankful, 
and the willing perſons, who are 
ready to ſubmit themlelves to thy 
bleſſed Will. O that this divine 
faith may baniſh all thoſe fears that 
drive him from thee : and that he 
may rather fear leſt he ſhould offend 
thy Divine Majelty, by not confiding 
in thole promiſes of mercy, which 
thou haſt made in thy holy Goſpel 
to all returning ſinners. O that all 
his thoughts and care hereafter may 
only be to make his purpoſe of 
pleaſing thee in all things, ſerious, 
hearty and unfeigned : believing that 
thou wilt gracioully accept ſuch holy 
relolutions , and certainly further 


O 2 and 


Philip. 1. 6, 


Eccluf,, 2, 18. 
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and ſucceed them as the effe&t of 
thine own 1n(pirations. 
Suffer not his ſpirit to be oppreſſed 
under the ſenſe of his great weak- 
neſs; or diſcouraged, though he fall 
ſhort of his preſent holy delircs, pur- 
poles and endeavours : But bear him 
up 1n a ſtrong perſwaſion , that by 
{incere, conſtant and unwearied &1- 
ligence in well doing, he ſhall at laſt 
obtain the victory ; through the pow- 
er of thy holy Spirit aſſiſting of him. 
Make him ſee how reaſonable it is 
molt gratefully to acknowledge thy 
nhinite Mercies, it after much pains, 
many conflicts and long patience, 
he may recover a ſtate of ftriendfhip 
with thee. That ſo he may not ſpend 
his time in dejected complaints, nor 
ever faint in his mind, or deſpond in 
the Chriſtian courſe : but ſtill pur- 
ſue the compleat maſtery over him- 
{elf, in aſſured hope that thou wilt 
be with him, and never leave him or 
forſake him. 
We bleſs thee for that inſtance "a 
ny 
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thy exceeding -grace to the chiefeſt 
of ſinners, which thou gaveſt in thy 
holy Apoſtle of us Gentiles : Who 
was 4 blaſphemer, and a perſecntor; 
and injurious ; but for 
this cauſe obtained mercy, 
that in him Chris; Teſs 
might ſhow forth all long-ſufferinz, for 
a pattern to them which ſhould here- 

after believe on him to life everlaſting. 
Above all we bleſs thee for our” 
Lord Jeſus himſelf, whom thou ſent- 
eſt in our fleſh, that he might fave 
ſinners. We bleſs thee for all the : 
miraculous cures which he wrought 
on- miſerable creatures , whereby he 
demonſtrated his great charity to- 
wards us : For the gracious procla- 
mation he hath made of thy pardon- 
ing mercy : and for the Univerſal in- 
vitation which he hath given to e- 
very one, that is a thirſt 
to come and take the wa- 
ters of life freely, We 1 Joh. 2.2, 
thank thee for his death 
upon the Croſs, that. he 
O 3 might 


1 Tun. 1, 12, 
16, 


Rev, 22. 17, 


Luk. 23. 34» 
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might make a propitiatt- 

AQ, 5. 31, on tor the fins oi the 
2 Cor. 5.18, whole world : for his 
Math, 26. 28. great love in praying then 
Heb. 7. 25, tor his bittereſt cnemies, 
2.1]. that they might be for- 
4-15, opiven: for his reſurrecti- 

on and cxaltation at thy 

right hand, to be a Prince and a Savk 
cur , to give repentance , and forgive- 
neſs of ſins. And that he hath given 
to his Apoſtles, the M iniſiry of recon 
ciliacion , and admitted us into a 
Covenant of mercy and forgivencls, 
by Baptiſm into his Name; and hath 
leit us the cup of bleſnng, which 
is the New Covenant in his bloud 
for the remiſſion of ſins 5 and gt 
ven power and authority to his Mt 
niſters to abſolve all thole who hear: 
tily repent, and unteignedly believe 
his holy Goſpel, We thank thee, 0 
Lord , for the aſſurance we have 
that he lives for ever to make interce| 
ſion for us, and # able to ſave to tht 


nttermoſt all thoſe that come to thee 
| h 
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by him : and that he « a mercifus 
and faithful High-prieſt, to make re- 
conciliation for the ſins of the people ; 
being touched with a fecling of all our 
miſeries, 

We cannot doubt, O bleſſed * 
God, of thy gracious intentions and 
delires to pardon us, and to make us - 
better, when we ſeriouſly meditate 
on all thee teſtimonies of thy D1- 
vine love; and on that eafie ani 
gentle yoke, which thou layeſt cn 
us to love thee with all our heart, 
and our neighbour as our ſelves : 
and on the promiſed aſhitance which 
we have hopes of from above, to in- 
ſpire, inliven, and ſtrengthen us, to 
all well doing, and patient ſuffering. 
O that this languithing ſoul may like- 
wile feel the comfortable influence 
of all theſe heavenly Truths reviving 
and chearing his ſpirit into a good 
hope in thee ; that thou wilt merct- 
fully accept the oblation which he 
1s willing to make of himſelf to thee, 
and allo conſtantly inable him to 
O-.4 oft-r 
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offer himſelf with greater affe&ion 
and more pure devotion to thy ſer- 
vice. Scatter all the clouds that 
darken his mind, and lift upon him 
the light of thy countenance. O give 
him the comfort of thy 


Plal, 51. 12, help agarn , and #Fabliſb 
143. 11, him th I" thy free ſpirit. 
4.7. Wuicken him, O Lord, for 

tho names lake: for th 

—_ y ſake : for thy 


righteouſneſs ſake bring 
2 Thi, r. 11. hes foul out of trouble, Put 
gladneſs into his heart, ans 
rw ive him again ; th if 
he and we may rejoyce in thee. Amen ; 
Amen, O God of all grace ; Faulfl 
in him all the 200d pleaſure of thy 
goodneſs, and the work of faith with 
power : that the name of our Lord may 
be glorified in him ; atcording to that 
grace which was exceeding ahnedar; 
with faith and love which « in Chrift 
Feſws ; To whom be glory and praiſe 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


1 Tim, 1, 14. 


When 


| Hen ſickneſs arreſls any 

perſon, it is time for him 
preſently in the very beginning of 
it to ſearch and try his ways ; 
ſorrowfully to confeſs the ſins of 
which he finds himſelf guilty, 
with a full purpoſe of amend- 
ment ; to adviſe with his Spiri- 


tual Guide ; and before his ſpi- 


p 


.rit be feeble and broken, to recom- 


mend himſelf heartily to our 
bleſſed Saviour , by receiving the 
Communion of bis Buocy © and 
Bloud , therein making a com- 
memoration of hy wonderful 
love, and devoting himſelf a- 
gain to his ſervice : And having 
ſet. his Houſe 'in order ( as. the 
05 Pro- 
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Prophet ſaid to Hezekiah , Ila. 
38. '-þ and ſetled his eſtate, 
acknowle ve CG O Ds great go0g- 
neſs to- him hitherto. , and to ſub- 
mit himſelf wholly to his good 
pleaſure , in ſuch manner as fol- 


loweth. 


_— 


A Prayer in the beginuing of fl 
Dickneſs, 


Lord, the Soveraign of the 
| ' world ; who doeſt what thou 
pleaſeſt in heaven ana in 
earth; and delighteſt 
moſt in as of bounty, as all thy 
works every where declare ; and art 
full of compaſſion ans 
mercy, long-ſuffering and 
very pittiful, and forgiveſt ſins, and 
ſave#t in time of afflittion. TI acknow- 
ledge my ſelf, among the relt of thy 
creatures, to be moſt deeply in- 
debted 


Ffal. 135. 5. 


Eccluf, 2, 11. 
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debted to thee : whoſe life thou haſt 
pores to this time in much 
iealth , plenty and peace ; together 
with the enjoyment of {piritual ble{- 
ſings 1n the Lord Jeſus. I thank thee, 
and praile thee ; all that 1s within 
me bleſſes thy holy name: to whole 
wiſe and good Providence I wholly 
refer my telf for the time to come ; 
placing my. intire truſt and conh- 
dence in thy Almighty Grodaels, 
Faithfulneſs and Truth , which en- 
dures for ever. 

I ought to receive with all thank- 
fulneſs whatſoever comes from thy 
hand ; and believe that to be good 
tor me , which thy infinite witdom 
and kindneſs orders and allots for 
my portion. Accordingly I accept 
with all humble and dutiful affectr 
on, this thy Fatherly chaſtiſement. 
I acknowledge thy care: of me, and 
ſubmit to what thou wilt be pleaſed 
to lay upon me. - It *thou thinkeſt 
good to exerciſe me with a longer 
lickneſs, and to let the preſent 1n- 


dilpoſition 
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diſpoſition of my body, proceed to a 


greater diſorder ; not my will, but 
thine, O heavenly Father, be done. 
' I only wait on thee for the comfor- 
table preſence of thy holy Spirit, | 
to ſupport my ſoul by faith,and hope, 
and patience, under all the pains 1 
may endure. Lay no more upon 
me, O Father of mercies, than I thall 
be able to bear ; and lay upun me 
what thou pleaſeſt. Free me, for the 
preſent, from all murmuring and 
repining thoughts; and for the fu: 
ture, make the ſickneſs and anguith | 
of my body, a bleſſed inſtrument | 
to purge my ſpirit more perfectly 
from all pride and vanity, from all | 
covetouſneſs and werldly-minded- 
nels, and from all inordinate love of ' 
any of the pleaſures of this life. I 

ih O bleſſed Jelus, that thou 
liveſt for ever, who ſufferedſt and 
dyedſt for us: and that thou haſt a 
ereat compaſſion towards thoſe, who 
would gladly follow thee, though 
it be through ſufferings. Behold, © 
Lord, 
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Lord, F commend my {elf to thy 
mighty Love, deliring above all 
things to be made contormable to 
thee, in meeknels, in humility, in 
patience , in intire reſignation to 
Gods holy will and pleaſure, and 
in perfe& ſatisfaction in his Father- 
ly mo and kindneſs, whatfoever my 
condition be. 

I am ſenſible, O God, that T have 
not employed my time to the utmoſt 
advantage of my ſoul, and to thy ho- 
nour & glory: but have waſted:many 
precious hours , and ſeyeral ways 
neglected my duty to- | 
wards thee *, and been —— 
but an unprofitable-part may have com- 
of this world; ſo that I 
am not worthy to continue any lon- 
ger in it, But I hope thou wilt 
vouchlafe me thy gracious pardon 
and receive me to mercy , if thou 
calleſt me hence (for into thy hands, 
O Father, I commend my ſpirit, who 
haſt redeemed me by the precious 
bloud of Jeſus Chriſt :) And that if 
thou 
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thou prolongeſt my days on earth, 
I ſhall ſerve thee with greater dili- 
gence, and {trictneſs, and zeal, and 
chearfulnels, to the end of my 
lite. 

I deſire not to live, but that I may 
perfect holineſs in thy fear ; and e- 
cure to my ſelf, by doing more 
good, an happy entertainment into 
the ſociety of the bleſſed, in the © 
ther world. I fee already the em- 
ptineſs and inſufficiency of all en- 
joyments upon earth. AU fleſh 4 
graſs, and all the goodlineſs of it, as 

the flower of the field, The 
Ifa, 40-7. graſs withereth, the flower 
fageth : Punt thy word 
ſtandeth faſt for ever, In 
thy word therefore, O 
Lord , and gracious promules, #s my 
hope. This 1s my comfort in my affit- 
#iin, And my perte&t contentment, 
I ſee, lies always in thy love and fa- 
vour alone, which is better than lite 
it ſelf. O ſettle me in a certain and un- 
moveable poſſeſſion of it, by what 
means. 


P31. 119. 50» 
81, 
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means thou pleaſeſt. Do but love 
me, and preſerve me in a lively ſenſe 
of thy good will towards me, and 
diſpole of me as thou thinkeſt good. 
In the multitude of my 
thoughts within me , thy 
comforts ſhall delight my Rom. 5.2 
ſoul, 1 will rejoyce even _ 
in the midſt of tribulati- Ph. 23. 3. 
ons , and plory in thy holy 30. 10, 
name, who makeſt all things 
work together for good to them that 
love thee. Though I walk through the 
ſhadow of death I will fear no evil: 
or thou art with me; thy power, and 
tender care, they ſhall comfort me, 
Accept , Good Lord , of theſe my 
deſires and reſolutions. Hear me, 0 
God, and have mercy upon me. Lord, 
be thou my helper ; for Chriſt Jeſus 
his ſake, my ever blefſed Redeemer. 
£men. 


Pla). 94: 19. 


— ——— 


I will be ſeaſonable here t 
put” the. Devout Reader in 
mind , that when he is in diſtref 
and deſires Mercy of GOD, it 
ought to excite his charity to 0- 
thers that are in miſery , and diſ- 
poſe him to ſhew mercy to them. 
For - though that be not. Canoni- 
cal $ cripture which we read, 
Tob. 12. 9. Alms doth deliver 
from death ; yer this s ; With 
the merciful GOD will (hew 
himſelf merciful. (Pſal.18.2.) 
Bleſſed 1s he that. conf1dereth 
the poor; the Lord will delt- 
ver him in time of trouble. 


(41. 1,2,3.) If he do no pre- 
ſerve him and keep him alive; 


yet 


395 


yet the Lord will firengthen 


him upon the bed of languiſh- 
ing ; he will make all his bed 
in his ſickneſs. Therefore as thou 
recommendeſi thy ſelf to GOD, 
and defireſt others to. pray with 
thee, fo remember that, Prayer 18 
good with faſting , and alms 


and righteouſneſs, Tob, 12.8. 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family, 
with the Sick perſon. 


Lord,the Father of our ſpirits ; 

who give tous and all crea- 
tures, /ife and breath, and all things. 
We ſinful duſt and aſhes bluſh to 
lift up our eyes unto heaven, when 
we conlider our vaſt diſtance from 
thee; and refle& upon. thy unſpot- 
ted holineſs, and our impurity; thy 
inhnits 
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infinite wiſdom, and our wretched 
tolly ; thy power and our weaknels; 
thy Eternity of life, and our ſhort 
continuance, We are but of yeſterday, 
ab and know nothing, becauſe 
EY or days upon earth are 4 
Flal, 39. 11. ſhadow. W hea thou with 
PO rebukes aſl correc} man 
for iniquity, thou makeſt 
his beauty to conſume away like a moth; 
Surely every man ts vanity, 
But fo great 15 thy condeſcending 
grace, that thou haſt aſſured us 
thou wilt not deſpiſe ſuch worms as 


we are. Nay, thou haſt incouraged | 


us, bleſſed be thy goodnets, to ap- 
proach unto thee with ſome cont 
dence, that thou wilt mercifully re- 
ceive us, though we have highly of- 
tended thy Divine Majefty : Having 
ſent thy dear Son into the world 
to ſave linners; to puritie our natures, 
to indue us with a divine underſtand- 
ing ; to {trengthen our weaknels,and 
to comfort us with the hope of an 
immortal lite. 

Behold, 


as a5 
———_ c— 
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Behoid , O Lord , the oblation 
which we make to thee of moſt 
thankful hearts, devoted to thy ſer- 
vice : whole love and tender mer- 
cies have ſo exceedingly abounded 
towards us. We will pratle thee, 
and glorifie thee as long as we have 
any being , for this great ſalvation 
which Chriſt Jeſus hath brought to 
light, by his reſurrection from the 
dead to an Eternal Kingdom 1n the 
Heavens. We are humbly bold to 
hope in thee, that thou who haFt xot 
ſpared thy owx Son,but deli- 
vered him np for us all, wilt 
with him alſo [freely give us all things. 
O thou Father of mercies, and God of 
all comfort, who haſt not thought 4 
Crown of everlaſting life and glory 
too much to promiule us : we be- 
lieve that thou wilt not deny us what 
is necdful and fit for us, both for 
our ſouls and our bodies, in our 
paſſage through this world to that 
honour, glory and immortality. 


Rom, $, 32, 


In 
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In this confidence we more parti- 
cularly recommend this thy ſick-ſer- 
vant to thy infinite and moſt com- 
oe ©. paſſionate mercy. Settle 

in his * ſoul a ſtedfaſt 
faith, that thou dof mor willing 
grieve the children of men ; but 1n- 
tendelt good to-him by this afflict- 
on. And now that other pleaſures 
and enjoyments fail. him, repreſent 
thy {elf effeually unto him, as his 
true happineſs -and fatisfaction. 
Wherein ſoever he hath negleQed 
thee, or committed any offence a- 
gainſt thee, make him deeply ſenſt- 
ble of, and - heartily ſorrowful for, 
his folly. And as he earneſtly.de- 
fires pardon and forgivenels of thee; 
ſo: work. in him a ſerious reſolution to 
live more _ and exactly 
in time to come. Aſſiſt him gract- 
ouſly, O Lord 3 that he may give 
a proof of his ſincere intentions here- 
after to ſubmit himſelf in all things 
to thy will, by his patient ſubmiſhon 
to thy fatherly correction now. K., 
that 


+ ie aw amo Poa ao :v& Aac-> as eas mg 


Prayers for the Sick, 309 
that he may fo quietly , ſo meekly, 
ſo hambly and chearfully reſign his 
will unto thee to ſuffer what thou 
infliteſt ; that he may be the more 
diſpoled readily to deny his own 
deflires in doing whatloever thou 
commandelt, 

For which end make him through- 
ly apprehenſive of thy ſoveraign 
power and authority over all crea- 
tures. Poſſeſs him with a great re- 
verence of thy wiſdom and juſtice ; 
with an intire confidence in thy 
goodneſs and charity ; and with a 
thankful remembrance of all thy paſt 
mercies to him, which have been in- 
numerable. That ſo he may the ber- 
ter endure what thou layelt upon 
him at preſent ; and ever chuſe 
to follow thy diretions, and ſubmit 
to thy orders, and love thy command- 
ments, and delight to do thy will, 
O God. 

Bleſs and ſucceed thoſe remedies 
that are uſed, for the reſtoring him 
to his former health; that he may 
live 
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live to perform his holy purpoſes, ' 
Or if thou haſt otherw1ie appoint- 
ed, accept of them gracioully ; and Ti 
diſpoſe him to return back his ſpirit 
willingly unto thee who gaveſt it; # 
and with great humility , and deep v 
ſenſe of his own undeſervings to ex- © 
pet thy mercy declared in Chriſt n 
Jeſus, who hath ſo highly merited of u 
thee. Fix his mind {tedfaſtly upon { 
him, who hath led the way through n 
the grave unto heaven : that he may 1 
not be affrighted with the ap a 
proaches of death ; but looking be- C 
yond it to that high and holy place C 
where the Lord Jelus is, may rejoyce @ 
1n hope of thy eternal glory. t 
And give every one of us, in our 
beſt eſtate of health, to conſider per- 
petually how frail and weak we are. 
That ſo we may not abuſe our {elves 
by an intemperate ule of any of the 
pleaſures of ſenſe ; nor load our 
minds wtth the cares of this Iife ; nor 
ſpend our days in a vain purſuit of 
the honour and glory of this world: 


But 
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But may paſs all the time 
I Pct. I. 17 of our ſojourning here in 
Tir. 2.122 = fear, and hve {0 ſoberly, 
righteouſly and goalily , int 
this preſent world, as becomes tho'e 
who expect ſhortly to give an ac- 
count to thee, who wilt judge all 
men according to their works. Hear 
us, O Lord, we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
merciful and compaſhonate High- 
Prieft ; who ſits at thy right hand, 
and lives for ever to make inter- 
ceſſion for us. In whoſe name we 
continue to recommend our ſelves, 
and friends, and all thy people to 
thee, as he hath taught us ; ſaying; 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy kingdom 
come ; Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven, Give us this day our 
daily bread : And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us : And lead. ws not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, &c. It 


ZI2z 


— 


If the Diſeaſe proceed to ſuch 
an extremly that in all appea- 
rance the Soul is ready to depart, 
there is a Commendatory Pray- 
er appointed in the Publique Of- 
fices of Devotion , to be ſaid by 
the Minifler , whoſe aſſiſtance 
then ſure will be deſired. And 
beſides , the fick perſon himſelf, 
as long as he is able, may thu 
recommend his ſoul unto Almighty 
God, 


A. 


W—_ —— _—_ — — _ _ —_ ————__ 


A Prayer when a perſon is ghvind 


up the GhoFt. 


] Reſign my ſpirit , O God, moſt 
chearfully into thy hands: 
hoping 
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hoping to find mercy with thee 
through Chriſt Jeſus. I know na 
other name under heaven whereby 
I may be ſaved, but thine alone, O 
bleſſed Jeſus ; who waſt dead, and 
art alive azain, ana lives 
for evermore, I come un- 
to thee, O Lord, contiding in thy 
moſt precious promiles, which I be- 
lieve are fairhful and true as thou art, 
for pardon and for immortal life. 

f rang I beſeech thee, of my moſt 
hearty thanks for all thy mercies to 
me, from the beginning of my life to 
this moment. Pals by all my ingra- 
titude and diſobedience. Receive 
me into the company of the ſþirzts 
of juſt men made perfett, to give thee 
thanks for ever. 

And as I deſire to find mercy with 
thee ; fo I forgive all my enemies: 


Rey, I, 13, 


Beſeeching thee likewiſe to forgive , 


them; and to bleſs and comfort all 
my friends, and to make thy whole 
Church glorious ; and to bring us 
all at laſt to live together in ever- 

P laſting 


314 
laſting love and joy, through Chriſt 
jelus. Amen. 


_ -— Y T FY'YF  —_———- ” _— _—_— 


'% God be pleaſed to reſtore the 
& ſick perſom to a ſlave o 
Health , publick Thankſgiving 
ought to be rendred to Almi þ. 
ty GOD for it. And __ 
-with the Sacrifice of praiſe, 
which 1s the fruit of our bps 
( Heb. 13. 15, 16. ) he ought uu 
w forget to do good, and tv 
.communicate fo them that ar: 
i miſery : for with ſuch facri- 
tices GOD is pleaſed. And 
preſerus a grateful remembrance 
of GOD's mercy; here follows « 
Form of Thankſgiving to be uſed 


"in private by himſelf , and by his 


friends , that are concerned in his 


Fecovery. A 


A Thankſgiving after recovery from 
« Dickneſs, to be ſaid by the perſon 
himſelf who is reſtored to health, 


God, the fountain of life and 
of all good ; who art conti- 
nually more and more pouring forth 
thy benefits upon- us. I thy poor 
creature, whoſe life thou haſt merci- 
fully ſpared when I deſerved to be 
cut off, proſtrate my ſelf, in an 
humble ſenſe of thy divine good- 
neſs, to render thee my moſt hear- 
ty thanks, and to renew my vows, 
which I made in the day of my dt- 
{trels. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul: and all 
that is within me, bleſs his Ne: 
holy nam.', Bleſs the Lord, —_ "__ 
O my ſoul, aud forget not ,, , 
all his benefits. Who forgi- 118. 17, 18, 
veth all thine iniquities: 


P 2 


who 
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who healeth all thy diſeaſes, Who ve. 
deemeth thy life from deſtruftion : who 
crowneth thee with loving kindneſ; 
and tender mercies, Who ſatufieth 
thy mouth with good things: ſo that 
thy youth is renewed like the Eagles, 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
flow to anger, ana plenteous in mercy, 
He will not always chide ; neither wil 
he keep his anger for ever, He hath 
not dealt with me after my fins ; mr 
yewarded me according to my iniqui 
ties, But as far as the Eaſt is from 
the Wet : fo far hath he removed my 
tranſgreſſions ” me, O tate and 
ſee, my ſoul, how gracious the Lord «: 
bleſſed is the man that truiteth in him, 
I ſhall not die, but live, and declare 
the works of the Lord. The Lord hath 
chaſtned me ſore : but he hath nat gi- 
wen me over unto death. 

[ will give thanks therefore unto 
the Lord with my whole heart ; f gras 
ly among the faithful, and in the cox- 


gregation. I can do no leſs than dedi- 


Cate this new life, which thou haſt 
be- 
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beſtowed upon me, intirely to thy 
ſervice : relolving to employ more 
vigorouſly all thoſe powers of ſoul 
and body , which are ſo graciouſly 
reſtored unto me, unto thy honour 
and glory. For which end I moſt. 
earneſtly deſire, to have a livel 
ſenſe preſerved in my mind, of thoſe 
things which were moſt powerful 
to move my heart towards thee, in 
the time of my ſickneſs. O that this. 
world may ever appear unto me, as 
it was then repreſented to my mind ! 
That F may never. ſet my heart too 
much upon theſe periſhing enjoy- 
ments, and ſhort ſatisfaions; nor e- 
ver negle& thee , whoſe favour and 
grace I then ſought ſo earneſtly as 
my chiefeſt good : But remembring 
how little comfort I could find in a- 
ny thing here ; what a joy it was to- 
have any hope in thee, the eternal 
God ; and how that iz my beſt eſtate 
I am but altogether vanity ; 1 may 
moſt ſeriouſly apply my felf #9 wort 
out my ſalvation with fear and trem- 
P 3 bling ; 
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bling ; and give all diligence to ſet- 
tle a ſtedfaſt hope in thee, that never 
may be thaken. Make me often to 
remember that wy days are but like 
a ſhadow that declineth, 
axd that I wither like the 
graſs. But thou, O Lora, 
fbalt endnre for ever, for thou art the 
ſame, and thy years ſhall have no end, 
That ſo, I may neither ſeek my hap- 
pineſs in this dying life, but 1n th 

endleſs love and favour; nor be fot 

fall in buſineſs ; but fers 
vent in ſpirit, ſerving the 


Bſal, 102.11, 
I'2, 27 


Rom, 12, 11, 


Lord. 

Bleſſed be thy goodneſs that I feel 
theſe holy thoughts and deſires fiult 
remaining 12 me; Excite me,I hum- 
bly beſeech thee, continually to re- 
new them:that no day may pals with 
out ſerious refleions upon thy patr 
ent and long-ſuffering Nindocd to- 
wards me ; upon the ſhortneſs ob 
this life, the uncertainty of all cartlr 
ly comforts, and the happineſs of 
having a good hope in thee, by os 

a 
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faſt continuance in well doing. And; 
[t theſe thoughts be fo deeply im- 
printed in my heart ; that my affe- 
tions may be weaned thereby fron: 
all things here below , and ſet on 
things above, where Chriſt is at thy 
rght hand. 

O that I may delire. and covet 
thoſe heavenly things for my porti- 
6, more than F do to eat arid 
irink, or enjoy any other pleaſure 
of this life. Make me to rejoyce itt 
thertt, more than in # whole world 
of other comforts : and to ftand im 
none fre of lofing them, than I 

to dye, or endure any miſery. Pre- 
ſerve in me , good Lord , ſuch & ſo- 
ber and' confiderate diſpoſitions of 
mind, that I may never be proud, 
who: 4m, I ſee, but duſt and aſhes': 
nor confident of my own ſtrength 
and power, which 15 but weakneſs 
and: yanity : nor diſtruſtfut of thee, 
who art Fl gracious and merciful, as 
well as mighty to fave... Sufter me 
not to fink. under any diſcourage- 
P 4. ments, 
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ments, who -have the everlaſting 
arms under me, the wiſdom of hex 
ven todire& and guide me, and the 
ink.nite treaſures of goodnels to ſup 
ply all my neceſſities. 

And more particularly, I beleech 
thee to give me grace by my late 
confinement, weaknels, dulne(s, wart 
of appetite and reſt, to learn to va 
lue very highly the benefits of liber 
ty,{trengch and quickneſs of all my 
ſenſes ; and to blels thee, more than 
ever I have done, for the conſtant re- 
freſhments of my food . .1n . the: day, 
and of undiſturbed fleep in the.night, 
together with the reſt of the plea- 
ſures of life, to which thou haſt re 
ſtored me with my health, Make 
me perfectly contented in any ſtate 


and condition, whilſt I enjoy {o great 


a bleſſing as that ; which compre 
hends ſo many others in it. Anc 
when thou art plealed to take it © 
gain away from me;  O that I may 
be able to be contented then al, 
in a remembrance of all thy paſt kind- 
nelles 
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neſſes to me, and of a well-ſpent life,. 
and. careful improvement of this re- 
newed health ; and in hope of th 
continued mercies to me in Chriſt 
Jeſus, even to eternal life. To which 
I humbly belcech thee to bring me, 
by an unchangeable love and obe- 
dience to thee in all th< .hanges- 
and alterations of this mortal lite ; 
for his ſake who loved me and gave 
himſelf for me. To whom with thy 
ſelf, in the Unity of the ſame ſpirit, 
be glory everlaſting. Amer. 


A Thankſgiving to be ſaid by the Fa- 


mily. 


Moſt holy, great and: glorious 

God; the Almighty Creator: 

of heaven. and earth : who -upholdeſt 
all things by the word of thy pow- 
er, and governeſt the whole world 
with admirable wildom, juſtice and” 
+ Mercy. 


% 


[0 1911 [7 
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mercy; Thou deſerveſt the higheſt | 


acknowledgements of all thy crea- 
tures. The Pmiles of Angels are not 


- worthy of thee ; nor any of their 


thoughts equal to thy infinite Maje- 
ſtie. What can we vile creatures then 
ſpeak of thee ; or what thoughts 
ſhall we frame of thy perfe&ions! 
Eſpecially of thy tranſcendent love; 
which hath moved thee in much 
gompaſlion to. conſider our weak 
neſles, and help our infirmities? 
Thou haſt taught us by our Lord Je 
fus what we ſhould. think of thee: 


having vouchſafed to dwell among. 


us, and. make thy elf viſible unto 
us, not only as the moſt Wiſe and 
Mightie ; but as the moſt Holy, 
Righteous, Gracious and Merciful 
Lord, who deſigneſt the greateſt. blef 
fings to us. 

But now that we fee thee, we have 
the greateſt. reaſon to. abhorr our 
ſelves in duſt and aſhes ; when we 
conſider how unlike we are unt9 
thee in thoſe excellent qualities, 

whexein 


ll. i - 
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wherein thou haſt made thy ſelf 
known -unto us; and how unthank-- 
ful we have been unto: thy divine 
goodneſs , which hath. ſo- ſtrangely. 
condeſcended unto us; who are un- 
worthy of the teaſt regard from thee. 
And yet ſuch is thy tender merc 
and pitty towards us, that thou ha 
declared thy ſelf. willing, to. enter- 
tain even the greateſt ſinners into thy 
favour, by making them- better. We 
our ſelves have received unnumera- 
ble tokens of thy great. clemeney, 
patience and forbearance. And now 
lately thou haft been pleaſed to give 
us 4 new inſtance of thy loving kind- 
neſs, and of thy deſire to- win cut 
hearts unto thee, in reſcuing one:ot 
us from going'down into the grave, 
and reſtoring him to health and 
ſtrength again. 

' The living, the living, Q'Lord , 
ſhall praiſe thee, as we do 

this day: Yea, we will. Va. 38.15. 
bleſs thy name as long 4s pigl, wa. 33 
we live;c* fing praiſes un- | 


to 


324 - Thankſoivings after 


JW 
to thee, as long as we have 


FLal, $6, 12, ary being. We will praiſe 


= 


wg thee, O Lord our God, with | 


118, 14,15. 4 our heart : and glorifie 
thy Name for evermore. 
For great is thy mexcy towards us: 
azd thou hait delivered. the foul df 
thy ſervant. from the loweft bell, The 
Lord is our Flrength and onr ſong: 
4nd is become onr ſalvation, The wout 
of joy and health is in our dwellings: 
the right hand of the Lord bringeth 
mighty things to paſs. 

O that there were ſuch an hear 
in every. one of us, as to ſtudie (& 
riouſly to know thee better, to me 
ditate contiriually on thy benefits 
both to our-ſouls and bodies, to love 
thee 1ntirely , and. to. indeavour t9 
be like unto thee ; which is the de- 
fign of thy goodneſs. towards. us, 
Empty our hearts of all other things; 
and make room for thy ſelf to dwell 
there, in. wiſdom, righteoutnels and 
true holineſs. Dilpoſe every one 
of us to follow Jeſus Chriſt our yo 

4} 
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ſter in lowlineſs, patience and charity ; 
and to be ordered ” the 

X . mmon- 
governance of his holy Spi-  prayer-Beok, 
rit 3 ſeeking always his in _the Com- 
glory, and ſerviapg him du- ger 
ly in our vocation with thankſgiving, 
Help-us ſo to employ our time in our 
health, proſperity and pleaſure, that 
we may have nothing to trouble us 
in the time of ſicknels, affliction and 
ſorrow : But we may quietly and: 
chearfully bear what thou layeſt up- 
on us ; looking unto Feſus, who for the 
joy that was ſet before him endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame , and is ſed 
down «t thy right hand. 

O- blefled. Lord:, deny us not the 
conſtant aſſiftance of the-Holy Ghoſt, 
to cheriſh , confirm and. ſtrengthen 
our. holy reſolution ; to ſucceed our 
pious endeavours.; tvgiveusa quick 
ſenſe of all thy mercies, and a lively 
remembrance of 'all thy fatherly . 
chaſtiſements; whereby we- may be 
more and more excited to diligence, 
watchtulneſs, and zeal in thy ſervice. 
Pre= 
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Preſerve us froma-ſlothful and negl;- 
gent ſpirit ; and-awaken in us ſuch a 


tenſe of thee, and.of our duty to thee, ' 


that we may ſearch after thy Will 
diligently, and believe it heartily, 
and pracille it. carefully, and watch 
againſt all temptations heedfully, 
and pray fervently and frequently, 
and ponder ſeriouſly and cthoroughh 
all the initructions we have recetved 
from thee, and our many and great 
obligations to thee. O that it may 
be our choice to attend on thee; 
and that our hearts. may be ſtill wit 
thee, when our.neceſlities require our 
attendance to other things !. Thatſo 
we may :not be'too deeply ingaged 
in the affairs of this life, to the pre- 


judice of the eternal life of- our ſouls: 


but we. may: go onto make it our 
2reat: buſinel(s: to: be truky godly, at? 
cording to the- pattern which out 
Lord hath left us; till-we be fit to 
be lifted up to that: liigh and - holy 
place. where. we believe he 1s, = 

o& 
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ſee the glory which thou haſt given 
him. 

Now to him that holdeth our ſoul 
in life, and ſuffereth not 
eur feet to be moved; to Phal.6C, g. 
the God of our ſalvation, 68, 20. 
to whom belong the iſſues 30. tt. 
from death, who hath 
turned onr heawvineſs into 
joy, and pnt off our mourning ,, and 
pirded us with gladneſs ; to him that 
doth wondrows things, the only wiſe God 
aur Saviour , be glory and majeſty , do- 
minion and power, both now IT ever. 


Amen, 


Jude 25, 


4 Parents Prayer for: « Sick Child, 


() Lord, by whoſe infinite good: 

neſs I-was brought 1nto' this-. 
world; and by whoſe indulgent care I- 
have. been. continued here unto this. 
tune; 
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time; in the enjoyment af a great 
many bleſſings, of the leaſt of which 
I am unworthy. I thank thee that 
to all other comforts of this life thou 
haſt added the gift of this child; 
whom thou halt preſerved in its 
birth, and ever ſince, by a marvel- 
lous providence. 1 am {ſenſible that 
all T have is thine: and that I am but 
intruſted with this, as with all other 
good things, which I mult return to 
thee when!oever thou pleaſleft. 


Lord, affift me with the grace of 


thy holy Spirit (which I know thou 
art more ready to give than any 6 
ther bleſſing ) that I may reſign this 
child to thee, it thou art pleaſed 
now to call for it, with an humble, 
contented, patient and thankful 
mind': believing thou knoweſt what 
1s better for me, than I do my 
ſelf; and wilt certainly recompence 
ſuch meek and quiet ſubmifſtun to 
thee, with as good or better enjoy 
ments than thoſe thou takeſt away. 
But if thou thinkeſt good till ro pro 
long 


| 
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long its days, and continue it with 
me, Behold, O Lord, the unfeigned 
purpoſe of my heart, faithfully to 
diſcharge my truſt, and to bring it 
up.in the fear and nurture of cur 
Lord. 

Endue me with principles of true 
wiſdom and prudence, that I may 
educate it aright. Help me to give 
it a good example ; and to ule all 
diligence that it may ſerve Hs genera- 


* tron according fo thy will, and at laſt 


be returned back to thee , wiſe and 
pure; and juſt, and good ;*fit: for the 
company of the bleſſed- in endlets 
life. Unto thee, O Lord, I moſt 
heartily. recommend both it and my 
ſelf; whoſe wiſdom knows where 1t 
is beſt to place thy creatures, whe- 
ther in this or'in the other world ; 
and whoſe goodneſs deſigns to make 
us happy in both. To thee, the only 
wiſe and good God, be all Praiſe, Ho- 
nour,Glory and Thankſgiving ; with 
Fear and Reverence, Love and ehear- 
ful Obedience, both now and eter- 
nally. Amen, Here 


HE follow © Prayers ' and | 


Thankſgiving on ſundry 
other occaſions , which we may 
meet withal in the courſe of our 
life. In which it will be fit parti 
cularly to acknowledge G O D, and 
implore his mercy towards us, 
nd bet it be remembred, as | 
faid' before, that 441i» a part of 
Chriſtian Pitty is take care that 
lms and afls of Charity #0 « 
thers accompany our addreſſes td 
Gol, They are then certainly moſt 
feaſmable, when we deſire ſpecial 
favours from him, or return 
thanks for them. And hereby ( 
old Tobias. ſad, .4. 9,11.) We 


lay up a good treaſure: for our | 
ſelves 


W 


| 
33k 
| ſelves againſt the day of necel- 
— fity. For alms is a good gift 
unto all them that give it, in 

"I the ſight of the moſt High. 


tender mercies are 


ver all thy works, a 0 

thy works ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, and 

thy Shints ſhall bleſs thee. They (hal 

\ | ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
declare th power, 

Bleſſed | be thy name for the know- 
edge thou haſt given me; of thy 
wile and merciful providence incom- 
paſhing all creatures. And: more par- 

ticularly 


1 

y _ 

vs 

* | 4 Prayer tobe uſed by one that is going 

4 4 long Journey, 

; | FN God, who art alike preſent 
unto all places : who pre- 

j ſerve# may and beaſt : for. 

t  #hou art good to all; and wi. 36.6. 

þ 
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ticularly I rejoyce in the revelation! = 
which thou haſt made, of thy Fx 
therly love and care over us the 
children of men, in Chriſt Jeſus: | ;c. 
Who makes his Angels Mi. 
Heb, 1. wlt. miſtring Spirits for them, | 
pal. 18. 30. = are = Saban =_ 
on, In an hearty belief 
of thy holy Goſpel, and a lincere' 
re{olution to be obedient unto it in 
hope of that eternal life ; I commit 
both my ſoul and body to thy moſt 
gracious prote&tion: who art the de- 
fender of all them, that put their truſs ,. _ 
in thee; I truſt thee, O Lord, with! "0 
my ſelf and all belonging to me. I 
intirely depend on thy goodnels, tof x. 
be with me and proſper me, in the 
way that I go. Give thy good Ar 
gels.charge of me: And eſpecially ac- 
company me with the ay of thy | 
holy Spirit, to preſerve my ſoul in 
fafety, from all evil thoughts , de-| 7. 
fires or paſſions, that may any way | 14, 
betray me in word or deed, to. offend eric 
thy Divine Majeſty. —__ me 
rom : 


— 
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from the danger of By evil compa- 
ny into which I may fall : that I may 
"| not frame my ſelf ro the humours of 
| profane perſons, but by a pions and 
'| diſcreet behaviour rather _— 
them. And give me grace thank- 
"| fully to embrace the company of 
"| thole who are good, if I be bleſſed 
with it: that I may-rejoyce in their 


'*| ſociety, and improve it to my in- 


creaſe in wiſdom or pious affections 
| towards thee. 

Bleſs this habitation alſo, which I 
leave, and all remaining 1n it : that 
at what diſtance ſoever we be one 
| from another, we may all ve and 
walk in the ſame ſpirit of Faith, and 
Love, and Holineſs. Give us an 
happy meeting together again in this 
' | place, if it be thy good will :and 

pleaſure, to pay thee the vows 
which I make of greater care and di- 
"| ligence in thy ſervice, and greater 

clarity, towards all my neighbours. 

4  Howloever, in the end of our pil- 
\  &1\Mage, bring us all together in that 
bs bleſſed 
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bleſſed reſt which thou haſt preparel 
for thy people, after all their travel; 


and labours, through thy mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, To which I commen 


my ſelf and all mine, both now and 


ever. Ames, 


| 


A ſhort Prayer in ones Inne, or at tht 


end of the Journey, 


__—_ be thy goodneſs, O Lord 
my Creator and continual Pre; 


ſerver, by which I have been led in} 
fafcty to this place; and am not on 
but ſound and unmaimed 
To thee, O Gc!, will T ſing and give 
praiſe, who haſt dealt ſo bountifu: 


ly alive 


Hal. i116, 1, 

7,8, 9, 
Gen. 15. 1 
Fn 


ly with me. For thou hu 
delivered my ſoul frm 


death, mine eyes ren | 


tears, and my feet frm 
falling. I. love the Lora, 
becauſe he hath heard m) 


wwie, 
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wojce's aud my ſupplications. Becauſe 
he hath indlized hu car unto me, 
therefore will I call upon hins as long 
a I live. I will walk alſo with 4 per- 
felt heart before the Lord; who is my 
{bield, and my exceeding great re- 
ward, 

Preſerve in me, I beſeech thee, a 
pious remembrance of all thy mer- 
cies, and of all thoſe holy reſoluti- 
ons, which they excite inme. Take 


| me ſtill into thy Almighty prote&i- 


on, Continue me. in thy tear, and 


| love, and faithful obedience. That, 


having fimfhed this journey in peace, 
I may return to the place from 
whence1 came, full of thankful affe- 
ions to thee, and zealouſly diſpo- 
ſed to perform my vows, 1n a care- 
ful diſcharge of all the duties, which 
my place and relations require of me. 
inable me, good Lord , ever 
to perform them with uprightneſs 
of heart and good will, as becomes 
the ſervant of Chriſt Jelus. 
To the ſame merciful providence 
which 
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which hath watched over me all this] 
day, I commend my elf, and all my 
lakes and friends every where, 
this night : Beſceching thee-to aws- 
ken in me in the morning, the ſame 
love, and thankfulneſs, and humble 
confidence, which I now hnd, and 
deſire ever to have, in my heart t0-| 
wards thee, my gracious Father, $- 
viour and Deliverer. To whom be 
glory, honour and praile everlaſting, 
Amen. | 


A Prayer in caſe of any hurt frm] 
Thieves, or otherwiſe, | 
Moſt merciful Father, for (o 

ought ever to acknowledge 

thee, without whom one of the ſmal- 


leſt creatures cannot fall totheground, 
and to whom we are 0 
more value than many © 
them ; I bumbly and meekly fub- 
mit 


Matth, 10. 29, 
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mit my ſelf to this croſs in my way» 
whichrhou in thy wiſdom haſt fuſe. 
red to befal me. 1 know that thou 
art able to make even this, with a} 
ether things, work together for my 
good. And therefore I beleech thee 
but graciouſly to pardon my {ins 
which deſerve greater puniſhment, 
and to preſerve my ſoul {till in ſafety 
from all murmuring and repining at 
thy providence, by a ſtedfaſt faith 
and truſt in thee, and an abſolute re- 
ſignation to thy holy will and plea- 
| ſure; and 1 {hall not ceaſe to 
| blels thee, and to {peak good of thy 
| name. 

Help me to learn bythus to live in 
| 2 conſtant ſenſe of the uncertainty 
| of all worldly hopes, to ſet my afte- 
&tons more perfectly on unchangea- 
ble enjoyments, and to place my 
happinels' only in chearful obedience 
and contented patience, in all eſtates 
and conditions of life. I remember 
that we are all but pilgrims and ſtran- 
ger whilſt we are here; ſubject to 


Q, .. - my 
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- many other changes and .chances in 
this mortal life. And therefore 
whatſoever 1, or thoſe I have left at 
home, may further ſuffer before my 
return, Lord, afliſt us all to take that 
patiently alſo : And as we have re- 
ceived ſo many good things from 
thee, to receive likewile that which 
is evil ; giving thanks to thee the 
Father of mercies, who haſt given 
us ſuch a good hope of perfect fecu- 
rity, peace and joy in our I:aven- 
ly Country , when we have done 
and endured all thy pleaſure. In 
the expectation of .which bleſſed 
ſtate I will continually rejoyce ; 
praying thee to purihe me more and 
more, that I may be prepared for 
it, and at laſt by thy mercy enter 
:into it, to give thee eternal praules. 
Amen. | 
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A Prayer to be ſaid for a Friend in 4 
Journey. 


God, whoſe Almighty Power, 

and wile Providence , and 
Omnipreſent Goodnels , 15 the ſecu- 
rity, ſupport, and comfort of all thoſe 
that know thee. Ir is the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction of our fouls to have a live- 
ly hope in thee of eternal life in the 
other world. And to be perſwaded 
that thou loveſt us, and wilt take 
care of us, and bleſs us whilſt we 
continue here, and that nothing can 
betal us withput the knowledge and 
con;ent of thy infinite goodneſs, 
gives the moſt ſolid peace and re- 
poie unto our ſpirits, 1n all the alte- 
rations and changes of this life. I 
rejoyce in the belief, that T1 live in 
a world, which is full of thee ; that 
{ am always under thy eye, and 
have thee near unto me ; as to oh- 


Q 2 lerve 
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ſerve me, {o to help, prote& and de- 
fend me. 

And I beleech thee, kll the mind 
of him *, who is now 
gone from me, with the 
ſame ſenſe of thee ; that he may 
carry along with him every where, 
this ſtedfaſt faith and hope in thee, 
as the ſtay, the reſt and the retreſþ: 
ment of his foul. How far loever 
he be from me, O that he may he 
nigh to thee, in frequent , ſerious 


* - Or her, 


thoughts of thee, and hearty love ' 
.to thee, and periect truſt in thee, 


and a conitant dilpolition of mind 
and will to do and be what thou 
pleaſeſt. That travelling under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty , no harm 
may come to him: but even thole 
things which we account the great- 


eſt miſchiets, it they thall betide him, | 


may be humbly accepted by us all, 
with fear and reverence, and chear- 


fil ſubmiflion to thee ; as becomes | 
fhole who profeſs our ſelves thy, 
friends, as well as thy lervants. 


No | 
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ſweet unto us ! and we 
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No Thieves, Murderers, or other 
evil perions or things, can approach 
him, I know, without thy leave : 
who governeſt and over-ruleſt the 
motions of every. creature at thy 
pleaſure, ro which we ever ought 
to ſubmit our own. But 1t thou 
thinkeſt good to reſtore him hither 
again untouched by any of them, 
Lord, help us to be fo much the 
more thankful to thee ; who deg}- 
et with us according to our own 
hearts deſire. O that the ſenſe of 
thy goodneſs then, may fo power- 
fully affe& our hearts; that we ma; 
be moved thereby to a greater zeal 
and freedom of ſpirit in thy ſervice, 
and be the more forward to imitate 
thee in doing good, and ſhowing 
mercy to all men! O that thy be- 
nefits may never {lip out of 
our minds! O that the meat: 
tation of them may be 
Plal. 104-34» 
may learn thereby 7 62-8. 
truſt in thee at all times, 


Q 3 and 
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A Thankſe tving 4 fter 


and porer out our hearts 
before thee : for then art 
a reftege fer Hs, 


merciful Ged give his 


£004 ſacceſs in all things! 


ihe God which dweleth 
in Feaven , proſper hi 
Journey , and the 4 moet 
of Cod keep him compa 
ny ! Ame, 


A Thankſgiving after a ſafe Return 


home. 


be an humble joyful ſenſe of thy 
tatherly care and providence 0- 
ver me, ever {ince I went from thus 


place (to which thou haſt brought me | 


back 1n peace and ſafety) I caſt down 


my felt at thy feet, O Lord God & 
heaven, praiſing thy Almighty goed: 
neſs, with an heart full of love and! 
Jevotion to Thee. 


It is of tly, 
mercy 


rs 
art 


4 ſafe Ueturn, 343 


mercy alone that I am not conſumed, 
and becauſe thy compaſſions fail nor, 
That I am not groaning under fick- 
nels, or wounds and bruiles in my 
body; nor ſighing tor the loſs of my 
goods either at home or abroad, 13 
to be aſcribed to that tender mercy 
which ſpreads- 1ts felt over all thy 
works ; and hath been a covering 
to me night and- day, in every plac? 
where I have been, from I know not 
how many dangers. I thank thee 
alfo- for letting me ſce the faces of 
my relations and friends again, and 
that no evil hath come nigh their - 
dwellings : but eſpecially tor pre- 
ſerving my ſoul in integrity and up- 
rightneſs before thee ; and for & 
livering me from the power of tem- 
ptations , and from wounding my 
conſcience, by any wilful offence a- 
gunſt thy Divine Majelty. 

it 15 too little to render to thee 
my Prailes and Thankſgivings; I will 
pay thee my Vows wherein I ſtand 
ingaged to thee. ; and here offer un- 
QQ 4 tO 


—— * 
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to thee my ſelf, ſoul and body, to 
be made a more pure, perfect and ac- 
ceptabie ſacrifice unto thee th rough 

Chriſt Telus. Maintain, T bclecch 
vg ſuch a lively and laſting re- 
mhemb ance of thy kindne!s in my 
UCArt , as may both Provore me t0 
love « T| Lt.) 00d WW Or KS, and allo 
itrengihen my taith and hope in 
thee on all occations for the time to 


L ought rot to forget, now that 1 
mintion thy late deltverances , all 
tie ret of thy mercies : which are 
'0 many and {o various, that, alas! 
we take little notice of many 
them. Ia the” conſtant and undi 
iturbed couric of ttiem, we are apt 
to. be lefs ſenſible liow much we 
ſtand indebted to thee tor them, 
Yea, they have been ſo long cont! 
nued to us, and we arc fo. tar from 
the beginning of them, that we are 
:00 prone to forget rhe head and 
{untain from whence they ſpring, 
O how fad is it, that we ſhould love 
thice 


CD 


{ h__ 


© ed 
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hee leſs, becauſe thou loveſt us ſo 
much ! and that we ſhould- think 
the ſeldomer of thy bounty, becauie 
thou conſtantly rememberelt us and 
doſt us good ! How much ſhould 
we praile thee for our health and 
eale, if we were lick or 1n-pain bur 
afew days! And yet now we praiſe 
thee but a little, though we are well 
many years. How thankful ſhould 
we be, if we-were freed from the 
Devil , after he had. aflrighted and 
vexed us but one night! and yer 
now, alas! we icarce mind thy good- 
nels, which perpetually prelerves us 
from his aſſaults. Endue me, O God 


ef all-grace, with a more ſerious ſpt- 


rit, often refle&ting and meditating 
upon thee, and upon thy benehts, 
both to my ſoul - and body , f.r this 
life and that which 1s to come. That 
I may not be tavght the value and 
number of thy bleſſings, by being 
deprived of them; but in their con- 
[tant uſe and enjoyment may ever 
ouly ponder \them-: extolling and 
Q 5 prailing 
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praiſing thy infinite gocdneſs, with 
ſenſible love. to thee, and delight in 
doing of thy Wall. For which end, 
I beleech thee. to indue me with 
power from above, that I may not 
deceive my own foul with ſome pal- 
ſionate delircs, tranſports of joy , or 
ſudden reſolutions: but deliberately 
and with the full. conlent of my 
heart devoting my ſelf to thy ſer- 
vice, FE may conſcientioully ſtudy to 
improve all thy mercies tv the ho- 
nour and glory of thy Name, the cre- 
dit of my Religion, the gcod and 
profit of my Neighbours, and my 
own folid peace and comfort at pre- 
ſent, and eternal. joy at the day of 
the Lord. 

And bleſs all others., I beſeech 
thee, that deſire the ſame mercy, of 
which thou halt made me partaker, 
Receive them into thy protection: 
conduct them ſafely to the. end of 
their journies : Make them ever 
mindful of thy loving kindnels ; 
and Carcful. to remember that every 
new 
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new benefit is a new bond to better 
obedience. Unto which , good 
Lord, incline us all more and more, 
for thy mercies ſake in Chriſt Jefus; 
by whom and for whom thy glorious 
Name be bleſſed and praiſed tor ever. 


Amen. 


_ — 


4 Prayer to be ſaid by one going 4 
Voyage on the Sea; 


Which may be uſed, with a little alte- 
ration, by his Friends for him. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the God of 
() our ſalvation ; who art the con- 
fidence of all the exas of the 
earth, and of: them that 
are afar off upon the Sea : Under 
whole powerlul protection we are a- 
like ſecure in every place; and with- 
out whoſe providence over us, we 
can no where be .in ſafety, I am 
tenſible of the tender care thou halt 
long taken of me, and that I have 
been 


Plal. 65.5. 
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been preſerved by thee trum innume- 
rable dangers, both i in iny infancy and 
childhood and ever {ince ; for which 
[ have not thankt thee as I ought. [ 
mo't humbly beſeech thee graciouſl 
to pardon this and all orher my & 
tences, which might juſtly weaken 
my conhdence in thee ; aid I not teel 
ny grace in &hrift Jeſus, who ayed 
for us, to be fo great, us to ti] my 
tieart not. only with unfeigned lor- 
row for them, but with holy relolu- 


tions to be more gratetul and durtiful 


IN t1uMNc to come. 
49 his cemboldens me, with an hum- 
e faith in thy Almighty go.dne!s, 
ro 14- bene my ſelf {till ty "the Con- 
anc, guidance and bleſſing of thy 
miuertul Providence. O God re- 


ceive me, though a Cintul creature, | 
intothy tavour and grace.. Purge my | 


heart trom all affeRti oa to every 
thing that 1s evil ; that I may nc it 
carry the ſenſe of any out unrepent- 
ed of along with me 11 my VOyage z 
b:t have my hcart {etled in ſuch 


n 
5k 


Ss a — — 
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a0. unmoveable love to all piety, 
righteouſne's and lobriety of mind 
and lite , that no ſtorm or tempeſt 
or other danger may diſmay me and 
make me atraid. They. are all, 1 
know, in thy hands-; to which I 
commit ray ſelf with an intire truſt 
in thee, that nothing fhall hurt 
me. while I follow that which is 
gocd. 

If thou art. pleaſed to bring me.to 
my delired haven, Lord , poſſeſs me 
then with theſe good thoughts 
and affections which I feel at preſent 
in my heart towards thee: That my 
chief joy may bein thee, and in the 
love I find 1n my heart to thee; and 
I may never forget thee by intempe- 
rate mirth and pleaſure i in any other 
enjoyment, But if thou thinkeſt 
cod otherwiſe to diſpole of mr; 
thy will, O Lord, be done. I com- 
me ad both my body and my ſpirit 
into thy hands ; who art able to 
make the Sea give up her dead, by 
thine 
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thine Almighty Word. Help me al- 


ways to hold taſt that hope of eter: 
nal life as an anchor » 


Hcb.6. 19,20, ; 
19,2 my ſoul both ſure and ited. 


faſt ; which may preſerve me in un- 


ſhaken comfort and joy at the hour 
of death it ſelf. And looking up to 
that quiet place whither Feſ#s our 
fore-runner is entred for ts, I ma 
begin thoſe Praiſes and Thankſg- 
vings which I hope ſhall have no 
end ; but be continved for ever in 
the company of the bleſled in the 
other world. Unto which I befeech 


thee of thine infinite mercies to bring 
me, through Chriſt Jeſus ; who | 


O 


is made an High Priejt for ever, | 


Amen. 


A Thankſorving after it is finiſh- 
ed, and the party returned home 
ag4ln, 


Bleſſed Lord ; Thou art preat 

and greatly to be praiſed » for by 
thy wor a the heavens were _y 
made : and all the ho#t «f "__— 4 
them by the breath of thy 
mouth, Thou aidft ga- 135. 6. 
ther the waters of the Sea 107-24,Gc, 
together, as an heap: and laidſt them 
wp in the Flore-houſes of the deeps. 
They are all at thy command, and 
whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, that doſt thou 
in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas 
and all deep places.. I have ſeen thy 
works, O Lord, and thy wonders in the 
deep, For thou ſpakeſt the word, and the 


| ſtormy wind aroſe, which lifted up the 


waves thereof, And again, when we 
eryed unto thee, thou madeſt the ſtorm 
« calm, ſo that the waves thereof” 
were- 
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were fill, Bleſſed be thy Almighty | 
Goodnels , which carried me ſa 
through ſuch great and dreadtu 
dangers. Bleſſed be thy goodnel 
that the deep hath not [wallowed 
me up, and that I am not gone down 
into ſilence. BlefIcd be thy good: 
nels, that neither. my Lody, nor my 

ccods, became a prey to unreaſona: 
ble men ; but that thou broughteſ} 

me to the haven where I would be, 
and haſt now returacd me home in 
lafety. 

O God, that I may never forget 
the vows, which I was forward to 
make when I was 1a troublc ! Pre. 
ierve 1n me for cver an awful ſent 
and apprehenſion of thy great power, 

\ ho brinzeſt the wind out 
P*31. 125. 7. of thy tr ea HYies ; and 

"0 pale fr the 
Sez, and ſtill. ft the noiſe 
Piai, 129.11, of its waves, Who would 

at ferr thee,O Lord, who 
would not tremble at thy preſence? who 
naſt plsca4 the ſd for the bound of the 


Jer. $5. 22. 


raging of the 


Sea,. 


fore thee with trembling, 
make me fearful of offending thee, 
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Sea, by 4 perpetual decree that it ca 
wot paſs it ; and though the waves 
thereof” toſs themſelves, yet can they 
nut prevall; thourh they roar, yet C278 
they not paſs over it ? O polleſls my 
heart with a greater reverence of thy 
divine Majelty , that I may ever 
ſerve thee with fear ,, and rejoyce ve- 


E'peciaily 


who art ſo great and powerful ; and 
haſt done {uch great things tor me ; 
and canſt do greater; and wilt do 
them, as thou haſt promiſed , by 
Chriſt Jeſus; who hath. philip. 3. 20. 

power to ſubdue all things 
to. himſelf. 

Bleſſed be thy infinite grace, 
which hath wrought tuch a marvel- 
ous redemption for us by him. 
How ſhall I eſcape, if I neglect fo great 
[vation ? How milerable thall I be, 
1, after all the dangers from which I 
have now been reicued , I ſhould 
Iur my ingratitude and diſobedi- 
ence he c2/# ito the lake of fire and 
brim- 


Heb. 2. 3. 
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brimſtone ? O God, that all thy mer- 


cies and deliverances here may, by a 
thanktul remembrance and careful 
improvement of them , only pre- 
pare me for that glorious delive- 
rance at the day of the Lord Jeſus! 
And as by thy good providence thou 
natt ſaved mc from the violence of 
ſtorms and tempeſts, and other ha- 
zards : fo by thy grace deliver me 
from the power and violence of all 
temptations ; and enable me ſtedfaſt- 
iy to perſiſt in well doing, and px 
tient ſiffering unto the end. 

Endue me with ſuch a right ſenſe 
of my —_— as may make 1t to 
be my delight ; that fo I may be out 
of all danger of being prevailed 
withal, to torſake that which is { 
{weet and pleaſant to my ſoul. 0 


that it may be my guide in proſperi- | 


ty, and my comfort in adverlity; 
the rule of my life, and my great {a 
tisfaction in death ! Sanctifie every 
condition unto me ; that ſickneſs or 
lrealth , poverty or riches , honour 
or 
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. | ordiſgrace, may prove real bleſſings 


to me, and make me profit in p:-ty 
ad vertue. And let a great lenſe of 
thee, and of Religion intermix 1t felt 
with all my employments. Teach me 
ſo to behave my lelf that I may be 
acceptable in thy ſight,not cnly when 
I make ſuch addreſſes as the! unto 
thee: But whether I eat or drink, or 
whatſoever I do elſe, I may abide 1n 
thy love, and be approved by thee 
fora good and faithtul ſervant. All 
which I moſt humbly beg of thee, 
and whatſoever thou ſeeſt good for 
me,in the name of the Lord Jeſus ; by 
whom and with whom, in the unt- 
ty of the Holy Ghoſt, all honour 
and glory be unto thee, O Fa- 
tier Almighty, world without end, 
AMEN, 


A Prayer for A 


A Prayer to be uſed by aTWoman with 


() God, the Author of our being, 
the Fountain of life, and alt 0 
ther good; who haſt begun an ex 
cellent work in me, which no eye 
but thine ſees, and no hand but thy 
Almighty power can finiſh. I adore 
thy great and glorions Majeſty in 
this and in all other thy works of 
wonder. Thou doſt great things with- 
out numbex ; but art more particu- 
larly to be acknowledged in the for- 
mation of mankind , who are fear 


fully and wonderfully made, atter. thy | 


own image and likeneſs. 

Be pleaſed, O Lord, in thy infinite 
goodnels to perfe& and compleat 
that which rhou haſt begun. Pre- 
ſerve the ſmalleſt degree of lite, 
which thou. haſt inſpired. Beſtow 
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upon 1t intirencſs of all its parts: and 
prepare a CONVENIent habitation tor 
2n underſtanding {pirit, capable of 
the beſt wiidom , and inclinable to 
rertue and gcodnels. Prevent, good 
Lord, the miicarriage of my hopes ; 
and ripen them to a good iſſue. And 
the nearer they coine to their full 
orowth; ſtrengthen the more my 
humble truſt 1n thee, and ſubmiſhon 
to thee, and hearty delires to en- 
creale the number of thy faith- 
ful people, together with my own 
Family. 

That ovght to be the chicteſt de- 
fire of my foul, to be formed my [cIf 
n all things, according to the mind 
and will of thee, my God ; that fo 1 
may be an inſtrument of doing good 
toothers. O thou who haft wrought 
many holy purpoſes and relolutions 
wm my heart , preſerve and confirm 
them, that they may not prove ab- 
ortive ; but bring torth continual- 
ly the fruit of good living. Perfe&t 
me in Knowledge, in Faith, in Love, 
and. 
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and in Obedience. Enable me ſo dil 
crectly and caretully to dilcharge the 
duties of all the Relations wherein ] 
at prelent , or ſhall hereafter, ſtand; 
that I may be a comfort to them, and 
a credit to Religion. And howly 
ever thou dilpoſelt of me or them, 
Lord, make me well contented, and 
in every condition to give thanks 
unto thee, and rejoyce in thy holy 
Name.and in the hope of eternal life; 
through Chriſt Jelus my molt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


4 


A Prayer when the time 0” her 


Travel 4raweth near. 


() G OD, the helper and deli | 


verer of all thole that. truſt in 
thee; by whole power I was form- 
ed in my Mothers Womb, by whoſe 
care I was brought from thence, and 
by -whole merciful kindneſs I have 


been 
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been preſerved in many dangers 
ſince. I praiſe and magnthe thy great 
and glorious Name; and am encou- 
raged by the remembrance of thy 


mercies, which have been ever of 


old, to implore thy compaſſionate 
help in the approaching time of my 
need ; pain and danger. 

Thou art prelent to all thy crea- 
tures, and heareſt the cryes of the 
beaſts of the earth, which all wait 
upon thee. O be not far from me, 
when trouble 15s near : but hearken 
unto me, and fave me, when I call 
upon thee ! Shorten my pains, or 
lengthen my patience ; which thou 
pleaſeft. Bear up my ſpirit in ſub- 
miſſion to thy will, and in ſome 
humble hope that I ſba{ 
forget my anguiſh for joy 
that a man is born into Pil. 138. 8, 
the world, Forſake not 
the work of thy own hand : 
but in due time perfect it, and bring 
forth that which thou haſt wrought 
in ſecret, into the light ; that we 
may 


J-h, 16. 21. 


22+ 4) 5, 
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may all ſee the w onders of thy wil. 
dom , and praile thy goodnels and 
thy power. 

Niy Parents truſted tn thee: the 
irifled, and thou aiaſt deliver aan 
They cryea unto thee, and were deliver- 
ea: they cryea unto thee, and were mt 
corfornaca, In thee hkewiie do 1 
Karr put my truſt and con::dence: 
wich nothing diſhcartens but -my| 
own great unworthanels ; by realon 
of my torgettulncls of thy benethts, 
3nd unthanktul returns tor former 
mercies beltowed upon me. But 
thou haſt taken care that this-hhould 
not d1i{courage me neither , by pro- 
CLUIMINg a gracious pardon, by ium 
that was born ot women and -dyed 
for us, unto contrite and reform- 
108 finners. A CCEPT, I beleech thee, 

t my ſincere rclolutions to preſerve 
hercafter a more aftettonate remem- 
brance of thy love to me, and to 
ecdicatemy elf and allIT have to thy 
{ervice, i faith, and ch 
rity , and holineſs, with 


ſobriet). 


t Tim, 2. 15, 
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ſobriety. Or if thou art pleaſed 0- 
therwiſe to diſpole of me, I relign 
my ſelf heartily unto thee. Lord, 
receive me to a better life, where all 
ſighing and ſorrow ſhall be, done a- 
way, and eternal joy intirely poſ- 
ſels our hearts. Amen, for Chriſt Je- 
ſus his ſake. Amen. 


——_——_— 


A Prayer to the ſame purpoſe to be ſaid 


by her Relations. 


() Moſt mighty Lord ; who haſt 
already given us innumerable 
pledges of thy love , and many ar- 
guments to truſt 1n thee for ever, 
and to expect with quiet and patient 
minds the iſſue of thy wile and good 
providence. Thou haſt reſpec to all 
the works of thy hands ; eſpecially 
to the ſons of men, and to thoſe a- 
bove the reſt, who ſcek thy favour, 
and give thee the glory of all thy 
mercies, and are reſolved to devote 
themſelves, and their children and 
R all 


| belonging unto us, moſt heartily in- 
to thy hands :+remembring that thou 


light. of the living ; and that thou 
; $1]k-cxcrciſeſt them, as thy wiſdom 
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all they have, to do thee honour in 
the world. We moſt humbly com 
mend thy ſervant, drawing near the 
time of her Travel, to thy care and 
blethng : beſeeching thee to give her 
1 gracious deliverance, and to ea: 


her of the burden , wherewith ſhe 


labours. 

VVe our ſelves are monuments of 
that mercy, which we beg of thee, 
Thou broughteſt us 1nto this. world, 
and didft unlooſe the. bands where: 
with we were {wadled in our-mo- 
thers womb. We have had long ex- 
pericnce allo of thy readinels to ſuc: 
cour us, and to do us'geod - ever 
{mce ; many times beyond our de- 
ſires and hopes, and always beyond 


. our deſervings. iVVe-dare not but 


commit our ſelves :and every thing 


haſt the ſame» power and goodnels 
{till , : by- which we came 1nto tht 


thinks 
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in thinks moſt meet. VVe cannot de- 
m- fire to be better provided tor, than 
he as thy iniinite underſtanding and 
nd counſel judges molt convenient for 
her us. Unto that we refer our elves: 
ak | beſeeching thee, 1t it be thy good 
ſhes} pleaſure, that her deliverance may 
be as ſpecdy as her cryes unto thee, 
z0f| or her patience as great and long as 
c, | her pains. Thou who ripenelt the 
1d, fruits of the earth, and then giveſt 
re-| us to gather them to our comfort ; 
no- blaſt not our humble hopes of the 
ex- fruit of the womb : Bur after thou 
uc- halt brought it to maturity, deliver 
ver! it into our hands, as a new pledge of 
de- thy goodneſs to us ; for which we 
nd will ever thankfully acknowledge 
but and praiſe thy Name. | 
ing] Orit thou haſt otherwiſe deter- 
in-| mined; Lord, give us grace to ſub- 
108 | Mit to thy holy will, and to reſt ſa- 
els | ti5hed 1n thy wile appointments, and 
the| never to diſtruſt thy goodneſs and 
101 | Care over us. Yea, help us ſtill to 
om | bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good of thy 
R 2 Name, 


0 rejoyce in thee ; who loadeft u 
aily with thy bentfits, Bleſled be 
thy Name, O Lord , who forgive? 

ai 
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Name, faying ; The Lord gave, nd 
the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed bo 
the name of the Lord, from henceforth 
and for ever, Amen, 


A Thankſgiving to be uſed by thoſe pre 
{ent after her ſafe Deliverance, 


E thank thee, O Father, Lord 

of heaven and earth, for thy 

long continued goounels to us thy 
creatures, who are unworthy ofthe 
leaſt of-thy favours. I thee we line 
45d move, and have our being, And 
It. is only of thy mercy, that we have 
not lived 1n perpetual pain and tor 


ment, ſpending our days 1n ſighs and 


lamentations : but have enjoyel| 


much health andeaſe, and had innw | 


merable occaſtans to praile thee, and 
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all our iniquities, and heale$t all our 
diſeaſes, Who redeemeſt our life from dc: 
ſtruction, and crowneit us with lovin 
kindneſs, and tender mercies, More 
Pr we thank thee, that thog 
aſt heard the humble ſupplications 
of this thy ſervant; to whom thou 
haſt now granted a gracious delive- 
rance, and turned her forrow and 
heavineſs , into- joy and gladneſs. 
We thank thee, that thou halt ſent 
her ſeaſonable helpers, and bleſſed: 
their endeavours for the prelervati- 
on of her, and of the fruit of her- 
womb. And that thou likewiie 
vouchſafeſt her all needful things, for 
her refreſhment in this weak condi- 
tion wherein-ſhe lies; waiting upon 
thee for the perfecting of ' thy mer- 
cies towards her. 

Accept , we beleech thee, of our 
hearty acknowledgements , of. thy 
por and good providence over 

cr, and over any perſon here pre- 
ſent, in the like neceſſity ; which we 
now thankfully call to- mind, and 
R 3 de- 
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defire may never be forgotten. 0 
that a lively remembrance. of this, 
and all other thy mercizs, may 
mightily affe& our hearts ; that we 
may be moved thereby to ſear thee 
all our days, and t0 love thee, and 
to put our truſt 1a thee, and with 
quiet and reſigned minds to caſt al 
our burdens and cares on thee , in 
a conitant and chearful obedience 
to all thy holy commands! 

And fince thou haſt begun to be 
;0 gracious to this thy hand-maid, 
grant unto her and her relations 
turther favour ; and f- 
nijſh their life in health 
with joy and mercy, Renew It 
ttrength daily : and as that increz 
{eth; ſo make her thanktfulnels and 


Tod), & 16, 


pious aftections towards thee , wy 


ſerious reſolutions to obey thee faith | 
fully, grow up together therewith. 
Retreſh her ſpirit, while ſhe lyeth on 
this bed of weakneſs, with many 
heavenly thoughts and delightful 
meditations of all thy mercies to- 
ward: 


| 
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wards her and towarcs-mankind : 
eſpecially with a ſenſe of thy won: 
derful love in Chriſt !Jelus ; who 
was plealed to be born ot a woman, 
and to become like one of us ; that 
we might be aſſured of thy care over 
us in every condition, and be made 
thy children, and at laſt be heirs of 
everlaſting life. . And when ſhe hath 
recovered her former ſtrength, make 
her to feel this love {till more pow- 
erful in her heart ; exciting het: 
to ſerve thee carefully in all righte- 
ouſnels, ſobriety , modeſty , devvit 
on and readineſs to aſſiſt others,e!pe- 
cially the poor and needy, 1n the 
ſame diſtreis wherein ſhe bach been 
her ſelf. 

We commend likewiſe this little 
one, which thou haſt blefled her with- 
al, unto thy tender care and fatherly 
love : beleeching thee, that it may 
live to be dedicated unto thee, and 
to be inſtructed in: the knowledge 
of thee, and to praiſe thee, as we 
now do, for bringing it into the 


R 4 world; 
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[4 world ; and for making 1 it partaker 
| likewtſe of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 
q Or 1t it ſhall ſeem good to thee, to 


let either of them fall into any fur 

ther danger, cnable her to endure it 
with patient ſubmiſſion to thee : | 
truſting, even im death it ſelf, in thy 
good providence, and in thy prect 

ous promiſes, who never faileſt thok 
that taithfully ſeek thee. 

Hear us, O Father of mercies, and 
pardon ovr offences ; pitty our infr- 
mities; make us more thankful for 
what we have received ; and more 
ht for thy future mercics, either in 
ths life, or 1n the next, through thy 
infinite love declared to us in Chriſt 
Jeſus; in whoſe holy words we con 
clude our prayers, ſaying, as he hatl 


taught us. 


Onr Father, &c. 


I 


LY ©, 


wi Haus 
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eit A Thankſgiving to be uſed by the per- 
e:l ſon her ſelf, when ſhe # able, 


Cl: Jo thee, O God, aoT give thanks, 
unto thee do I give thanks : for 
that thou art near, thy won- 


- drows works declare, In my Plal. 75. I. 
ry diſtreſs I called upon thee, 18. 6, il 
or 


and my cry came unto thee, 34: 4: 
- ? ſought thee, O Lord, and 38-3 
ul thox heardeſt me, and de-- 39% 3» 
If —= Jeredst-me from all my 66+ 20: 
fears, In the day when 56. 1, 
Mr I-cryed, thou anſweredst. 
th me, and Ftrengthenedst.me 
with Ftrenzth in my- ſoul, Thou hat 
brought up my ſoub from the grave : 

thou haſt kept me alive, that I ſhould 

not go down to the pit, Bleſſed be 

Goa, which hath not turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy from me. Blel- 

| ted be God who hath preſerved the 
R 5 fruit 


104. 33-34+ 
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fruit of my womb,. and made me 
the joyful mother of a child. 7h 
Vows are upon me, O God, I will rexde 
praiſe unto thee, I will ſing unts the 
Lerd as long as I live; 1 will fin 
praiſes unto my God, while | havem 
being. My meditation of him ſhall be 
ſweet, I will be glad in the Lord, 
Accept , O- moſt mercitul Father, 
of thete, thankful acknowledge 
ments ; whic2 go not forth 
out of fained lips. And 
be plealed gracioully to 
prelerve ſuch a laſting and freſh re 
membrance of thy great mercies in 
my heart ; that I may always be joy- 
jul in thee, and ſpeak good of thy 
name, and truſt in thee at all timss, 
and {till cry #pto thee) God moit high, 
who per formes#t all things for me. Make 
me {tudious l:kewiſe and forward to 
bring forth all the fruits of righteouF 
neſs, throughout the whole courle 0! 
my life ; which may witnels the trutl 
and: ſincerity of my thanktulnels to 
thee, O that I'may never. be els 
earneſt 


Pſi). 17. 2, 
57. 2 


_ 


a -  —— Sets awd. awe oa. Ah «a XVwwvao#t wo d co + Htywh ta. © ou, 
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me earneſt and fervent in the return of 
1 obedience, than I have been in de- 
der Aires and prayers to recelve thy blcl- 
the ſings! Diſpole meto havea kind and 
ſim tender care of this infant, which 
-m| thou haſt committed to my charge. 
/l Make me willing to undergo, to the 
utmoſt of my power, the pains that 
ict, aecompany its education. Let not 
ge the love of eaſe and pleaſure breed 
rth in me an averlineſs to- any du- 
ind ty, to which both Nature and Re- 
'to' ligion incline me : or give me | 
re- grace, by ſober thoughts, and a 
;in thankful remembrance of the late ; 
oy- painfrom which thou haſt delivered 
thy me, tv overcome it. Elpecially in- | 
es, due me with the greateſt love, to 
oh, Its precious and immortal foul. And 
ike] help me ſo to grow and encreaſe in 
to! Chriſtian wi'dom and goodneſs, that | 


ul Tmay be able tv inſtru& it, when-it 
of 15 capable, in the fear of our Lord ; 
th and by meek and gentle admonirions, | 
to together with-a gocd example in all 
es, things, to win it to the love of true | 
elt god!i- | 
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godlineſs. Or if thou art pleaſed 
to take it from me, who deſerye 
not the leaſt of thy mercies ; Lord, 
ſo moderate my affections, and brine | 
them in. ſubje&ion to. thee, that [| 
may not undutifully repine at thy 
providence : but in an humble ado 
ration of thy unſearchable wildom, 
and a ſtedfaſt confidence of thy 
good will towards me, reſign it un- 
to thee from whom I received it. | 
And I alſo beſeech thy Divine 
goodneſs, when thou ſhalt reſtore 
me to the publick aſſemblies of thy | 
people again, to give me grace t0| 
receive that mercy with exceeding | 
Þy-. Prepare my heart, with en} 
larged aftection to offer unto thee | 
not only the ſacrifice of praiſe, giving | 
thanks unto thy name ; bur all other | 
oblations which ought to accomper | 
ny ſuch. addreſſes to thy glorious 
Majeſty. That they may be but an 
carneſt of my future diligence and 


zeal in thy Divine Service, and | 
my readineſs to do good, and con | 


municate 
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municate-unto _— whereby 1 
ay lay up in Store for 

= if a Ito pra. end... 

againſt the time to come , that I may 

lay hold on eternal life, through Chrilt 

Jeſus. Amen. 


4 Prayer for good ſucceſs in ſome ex- 
traordigary buſineſs. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
A ther , the ſupreme Governour 
of the whole world : who diſpoſeſt 
and ordereſt all things -in heaven and 
earth with admirable judgement ; 
and canſt. not poſſibly err in what 
thou doeſt, nor fail of what thou de- 
ſigneſt. I adore, in the humbleſt re- 
verence of my foul, thy moſt glori- 
ous Majeſty ; thy eternal Power, 
Holineſs, Goodneſs and Truth, which 
are all beyond my comprehenſion. 
And more particularly I adore thy 
unſpotted 


ICIS —EDg nn CI I 
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be unſpotted Juſtice, and alk-ſeeing Wit re 
1 dom, which penetrates into the deep ce 
4 eſt ſecrets, and ſpies out all thh = 


ways of the ſons of men, and render 
to every one of them according ty| m 
their doings. g\ 

I kzow, O Lord, thi a 


— 


Jer, 19, 23. the way of man is notin {t 
Prov. 16. 9. himſec If it is not inman tl 

l9, 21, 14 lb 
Writ that walketh to diret by || 


ſteps. The luccels of all d 
our counſels and actions depends on 
thy pleaſure; and when we have] 1 
deviſed the way we 1ntend to. g0, c 
thou giveſt it what iſſue ſeems good \ 
in thine eyes. There are many device ( 
in a mans heart ; nevertheleſs th 1 
counſel, O Lord, that ſball Ftand, | 
| will therefore bleſs thee, 0 Lord,m | 1 
| God, alway, and deſire of thee thatm | | 
| ways may be dir ected, and that al m| 
paths and counſels may propper : for 
| thou thy ſelf giveit all god things, ani 
thou hamble | whom thou wilt, "2nd ads 
thou wilt. 
Accordingly I now moſt earneſtly 
Ie 


; 
Nil. 
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recommend my ſelf, and all my con- 
cerns to thee; who halt bid me #7 all 
my wayes acknowleape 
thee, and thou wilt direct 
My paths. I tru$t in thy wile and 
g00d providence with all my heart, 
and lean mot unto mine own under- 
/fanding. I hope in.thy. mercy that 
thou wilt. ſo dire, afhift and pro- 
ſper all my thoughts, deſigns and en- 
deavours, that they may attain their 
deſired end. And above all things 
I deſire that I may have grace, tc 
delign and ſeek ' nothing , but 
what 1s juſt and honeſt; pious and 
charitable, praiſe-worthy and of good 
report. Bleſs me, good Lord, with 
that integrity of- heart, in which 
thou ſo much delighteſt : and then 
bleſs me with wildom and good 
underſtanding in all my affairs, that 
I may guide them with 
diſcretion, For 1t is thou 
that leadeſt into wiſdom, 9+ 10. 
and direiteſt the wiſe. In 
thy hand are both we and 


Prov. 3. 5» Cs 


Wiſd.9. 15,16. 


Ecclus.23. 1,5. 


Br 
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our woras : all wiſdom alſo and know. or 
ledge of workmanſhip. Leave me ng #f 
therefore; O Lord, Father and Gy are 
vernour of all my whole life, leave me\ w4 
not to my ſelt alone : but ſexd ol Ve 
thy wiſdom from the throne of thy gh. 
ry, that being preſent, ſhe may laban W. 
with me. And. turn away from m| AC 
vain hopes. Indue me alſo with 2] Mm 
atient , contented , and untroublel 

Firit, that I may wait on thee %| #0 
long as thou pleaſeſt: And whatſy-| #6 
ever the event thall be, enable me to # 
rejoyce 1n thee as my portion, ani 
to reſt perfectly ſatisned in thy love, 
and in. the aſſured hope of good 
things in the other: world. | 

I humbly recommend likewile to 
=- merciful guidance, all thoſe with = 4 
whom I have intruited any of my | 
concerns ; that they may manage | 
all their undertakings with skil 
and prudence, juſtice and fidelity; |. 
and do for me, as they would that T 
I or others thould do for them. 
Make us all ever mindful, that « | 
O8t | 
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eur works are as the Sun 
befire thee, and thy eyes 
are continually upon our Fyhel. 3.20. 
ways ; that we may ne- Rom. 16, 25, 
verdare todo any thing ** 

but what thou approveſt, and of 
which we may give a comfortable 
account, at the great day of judge- 
ment. 

Now unto him that is of power to ao 
for me exceeding abundantly above all 
that I ask or think, to God only wiſe, 
be glory through Teſus Chritt for ever. 
Amen. 


Ecclus. 19, 19, 


4A Prayer when one intenas to live 
Unmarried, 


Lord, the lover of ſouls :; for 
whom they were made, and 
m whom alone they can be happy. 
There is none | have in 
heaven but thee, nor on 


Plal. 73.25. 


earth 
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earth that I defire beſides thee, Why 
art the perfection of wiſdom, power 
and goodnels ; and the fountain 
all-the good that is in us. Thou ar 
able to raiſe us, to what degree «f 
wiſdom, ſtrength and goodnels thou 
pleaſeſt : and haſt promiſed us thine 
aſtſtance to make us like unto thee; 
and afſured us we ſhall be immortal- 
ly bleſſed, by a glorious participati- 
on of thee. Thou draweſt us 6 
mightily, that we have no power to 
refit thee ; when our minds turn! 
themſelves towards thee, and refle& 
upon thy molt excellent Nature, 
which diſcovers it ſelf, in all thy 
bounty to us, and the reſt of thy cre 
tures. We cannot but love thee, 
when we think of thee ; and when 
we love thee, we cannot .but again 
think of thee, that we may have the | 
pleaſure ſtill of loving, thee more. 0 | 
fix my mind, I beleech thee, 1n 
a more {tedfaſt contemplation of | 
thee, and of all thy gracious com 
munications to me, that I may 


ſpend 
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ſpend my days delightfully 1n a per- 

tual meditation of thy mercies, 
which I have received 1n ſuch abun- 
dance from thee ! 

There 1s nothing I know more na- 
tural and more calie, than to think of 
the kindneſles of thoſe that love us ; 
eſpecially theirs to whom we bear a 
mutual love. O how great, how 
free and undeſerved is thy love to 
us ! What infinite reaſon is there that 
we ſhould love thee, with all our 
heart, and with all our ſoul, and 
with all our ſtrength ? Inſpire me, O 
God, with ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy 
goodneſs in my creation and ever 
lince, both to my ſoul and to my bo- 
dy, that I may ever preſerve a {weet 
and grateful remembrance of it ; and 
may feel it provoking me daily to 
commemorate tity loving kindnels, 
with the moſt ardent love of thee, 
my moſt bountiful benefactor. O 
that I could love thee, in every thing 
that I ſee and enjoy ? being led by it 
to the thoughts of thy admirable wil- 


dom,. 


COT 
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dom,. which aſtonithes us in the leaf 
of thy creatures; and of thy match 
tels goodneſs, which hath provided 


ſuch variety of pleaſures for all our 
enſes. 


Poſſeſs me with a great and ſtrong 


admiration of the excellency f 
wiſdom ; that I may be a lover of her 
Wikd.8. 2.3 beauty , and ſeek her out 
marry her to my ſelf. For thou the Liri 
of” all things thy ſelf love$t her : Ani 
therefore I purpoſe to take her to line 
with me ; knowing that ſhe will be 1 
connſelter of good things , and a com- 
fort in cares and grief. But eſpecially 
over-power my heart with a ſtrong 
and laſting ſenſe of thy exceeding x 
bundant kindneſs in Chriſt Jeſus; 
in whom thou haſt choſen 


me, that I ſhould be hal; 


Epheſ. 1. 4,3. 


and: without blame before thee in love. 
Let me never think of that , but | 


with ſuch great tranſports of love; 
and joy, and thankfulneſs nnto thee, 
as may make me then forget all & 


_ from my youth ; deſiring tn 


ther | 


———— 
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ther things. And make me to under- 
ſtand more and more how thy love, 
in him hath abounded towards us in 
all wiſdom and prudence. That fo 1 
may be the more moved to admire 
it, and delight to meditate upon it, 
and be ſtill ſearching into thole trea- 
ſures of thy Wiſdom, and unlearch- 
able riches of thy Grace; till I come zo 
be filed with all the fulxeſs Bobil, 3. 19, 
of thee, my Ged. 

Tranſlate all my affections from 
theſe lower obje&ts, to him that 1s 
fairer than the children of 
men: who loved me lo 
much as to dye for me ; who is-riſen 
again, and fits et thy right-hand in 
incomparable Majeſty and Glory, 
Raiſe up my thoughts as high as that 
hh place where he is, and 
where 1 hope one day to be; equal 
tothe Angels, who- neither 
marry , nor are gruen in 
marriage. Help me to begin that 
happy ſtate in ſeparating my lelt tre- 
quently from all this world, and 
joyning 


Plal. 45. 2. 


Luk. 20. 36. 


382 A Prayer for one that intends 


joyning with that bleſſed company 
above, in prailing thee, and giving 
thanks unto thee, whole mercies are 
great and endure for ever. An 
when I am about any other imploy: | 
ment; help me chearfully to w.4. 
it; and with a willing mind to per: 
form the dutics belonging to1t, Pol. 
{els me with tuch an hatred of idle- 
nels and (oth, that I may always be 
bulied about ſome good or inno-| 
cent thing. -Elpecially diſpoſe m: 
| to exercite my lelt in works of mercy | 
and charity ; and to take all oppor 
tunitics of doing good, to the bodies 
or ſouls of my Neighbours. 

Indue me with prudence and dil- 

cretion in the choice of my company 

| and friends : and give me wiſdom to 
| improve their loctety to the beſt pur 
poles. Make my mind more hex 
venly: and when any thoughts cor: | 
trary to my inclinations and reſolu 


tions ariſe in me, turn them immed!- 
| ately to thy tc If, and my bleſſed 5x 


viour. Open my eyes to behold 
| | the 
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pany -the things that are not ſeen: And 
ving' put out the ſplendor of all thoſe 
Sare things that dazzle our eyes here, by 
And; the appearance of a brighter and 
more glorious good. Which may raile 
tend] my deſigns higher than this world; 
per-| and make all my paſſions and affei- 
Pol-| ons more equal and moderate ; my 
d&-| . diſcourſe more profitable ; my be- 
s be] haviour more humble, modeſt , and 
ano | ſuch as becometh Saints ; and all my 
me| actions more conformable to thy will, 
ercy| and more exemplary to thole whom 
pIr-) Tconverſe withal. The veryGoa of peace 
dies ſandtifie me wholly ; and 
| preſerve my whole ſpirtt, 
dil- and ſoul , and body blameleſs munto 
any the coming of our Lora Feſwus Christ ! 
N to O that my love to any thing here 
pur- | may not turn 1nto wantonnels and 
ie | folly ; nor my joy and chearfulneſs, 
-on- | into lightneſs and vanity ; nor my ſe- 
oll- | riouſne(s or ſorrow, into melancholy 
| and diſcontent ; nor my juſt anger, 
W | into hatred and contention; nor in- 
old | duftry in -my buſinels into careful. 
ne's 


1 Thell, 5. 23+ 
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nels, diſtruſt and earthlineſ(s of mind; 
nor my dilcretion and prudence, into 
craft , diſſembling and deceit ! Dil: 
pole my heart that I may lv mind 


heavenly things, as to be very hun. 


ble and lowly 1n my owReyes; and 


be to humble and ſenlible of my own! 
unworthineſs and weaknels , as to! 
make my addreſſcs to thee continu- 
ally, with the greater earneltnels, 
tor thy merciful help and {upply.| 
Teach me lo to pray and call upon 
thee, as to labour and ſtrivemy lelf;| 
and fo to labour and run, that I may} 


obtain. Let faith in thy good pro 
vidence and precious promules be my 
comfort ; and hope of thy glory 
make me rejoyce , and a great love 
to thee make me unwearied, and hil 
me with the conſolations of the holy 
Ghoſt. O that my Religion ma 
become my Nature ; fo that it may 


nor be my burden or trouble : and | 
help me ſo to look upon it as my du 


ty,as withal tv account it my honow, 
priviledge and happinels. 
0 
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O that I may never delire any 
thing but to be fo pure as thou 
wouldſt have me ; and to enjoy 
thoſe rewards of holineis, which thou 
cant and wilt beſtow upon me. This 


is the ſumme of my delires ; that 
| 


whatſoever I do may pleale thee, 
and whatſoever thou doſt may be 
plealing to me. Lord, hear me and 


« | anſwer me gracioufly. And it 1 
, | fhall ſee any cauſe hercafter to 


change my condition, prelerve 1n me 


.| an unchangeab!'e love to thee above 
| all things. That till I may pleaſe 


thee, and be acceptable in thy {tight : 
delighting my ſelf in wiſdom, and 
repoſing my ſelf with her ; 
for her converſation hath 
a0 bitterneſs, and to live with her hath 
nm ſorrow, but mirth and joy, Tn 
which happineſs, the Lord vouchſafe 
to keep me, whatever my condition 


Wild.8.16, 


1 | be, for Jeſus his ſake. To whom 


with thee, O Father, and thy bleſſed 


| Pit, beeverlaſting praiſes. Amer. 
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A Prayer when there are any thoughts 
of changing that condition, and de- 
* liberations about QPALtiage. 


merciful Father ; of whoſe 

tender care and” good. providence [ 

' ave had fo long and: abundant ex: 
perience ,, that Lſhould- be. extream- 

| ly ungrateful it I ſhould not acknow- 
ledge thee, and love thee, and truſt in | 
: thee, and upen all occaſions call upon | 
| - thee and {ek thy favour for ever, 
* There hath no day paſſed ſince I came 
:1nto the worid, but it hath brought  ! 
; long with it many tokens of thy love, | 
| . which thou art ſtill renewing in eve: 
- ry -moment of my lite. By thee | 
ave been carried through all the 
dangers of infancy and child-hood, | 

"i 1:nto this age of underitanding and 
#i reaion. And thou haſt bleſſed me 


"4 = . . , 
| - many ways ſince that rime-; eſpect- 
l 


TS ——— 
,! 


.2\ly with ſome : remembrance and 
| ſenle 


| cc Lord , my moſt gracious and | 


thoughts of Parriage. 387 
ſenſe of thy ſelf, from whom I came 
and on whom I depend ; which I 
account the greateft benefit of all. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs that I am not 
a perfect ſtranger to thee : but that 
thou haſt made me to know ſome- 
thing of thee, and of thy infinite 
goodnels ; who alone art able to 
make me happy , both here and 
eternally. & | 

I hope 1n thee, O my God, that: 
thou wilt never forſake me : but be 
my guide even unto death. Pardon, 
[ belecch thee, all the fins and neglt- 
gences, of which I have been at any 
time guilty : and let them not hinder 
the continuance of thy mercy and fa- 
vour towards me, on which all the 
comfort of 'my life depends. Leave 
me not to my ſelf and the weaknefs 
of my own counſels ; elpectally now, 
:n the greateſt turn and change of 
my life: but vouchſafe to dire my 
thoughts, and all the motions of my 
heart aright, to that which will be 
molt protitable for me, and conduce 
92 every 
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+ every way to my future comfort and 
fatistaction. Lead. me 1n .the way 
wherein I ſhall go ; and guide me 
for thy. names ſake. Indue me with 
{uch a ſerious, conliderare and dif. 
cerning ſpirit, .that I may not follow 
the inticements of any fading and 
periſhing good : but cleave to that 
which is unchangeable, & never dies, 
Favoser, thou haf® taught me, # - 

ceitful, and beauty is vain: 

but one that feareth the 
Lord: ſhall be praiſed. O poſſe(s my 
heart with an holy fear of rhee ; that 

- nothing: may . appear lo amiable-in 
mine eyes , .as true Religion , .Piety 
and Vertue!Make me in love with the 
beauties of Wiſdom, (. for thou lovef 

| xone , but him that amet 

"Wild. 7.28. lJeth with wiſdom, to be al- 

8. 17,18, dUied unto which is immuor- 
tality; and great pleaſure, 
I know , it #, to have her friendſhip) 

.and with the beauties of ſobriety, 

meeknels, mercifulneſs, humility,and 

.&!1 rhoſe.things wiuch are the image 


- Prov, 31. 30. 
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thoughts of Marriage, . 38s - 
of thy goodneſs. That being incl 
ned by theſe in my choice, | may find 
a fit perſon to be the guide of- my 
youth {| or 4x help meet for. me ] the + 
delight of mine eyes ; 1n whole ſo- 
ciety I may enjoy a conſtant -relief, 
eaſe and pleaſure, and be ſer for: 
ward thereby in the -way- to. hea+ - 
Ven. 

Aſſiſt me , I befeech thee, in alt - 
my deliberations about this change ; 
that I may ſoberly weigh every thing 
which 1s offered to .my thoughts.. -- 
And after all rhe dangers which, by 
thy goodneſs, I have eſcaped, I may 
not be {0 unhappy now, as to fall in- 
to the iaddeſt of all ; by the ſtrength 
of fancy, by rathneſs and unadviled- 
neſs of mind, or the violence and un- 
rulinels of any paſhon :- but may 
diſpoſe of my affections to a perſon 
worthy of them. Help-me, bleſſed 
Lord, to make fo wiſe a choice, thar : 
I may never repeat of it afterward. 
Dire& and govern likewiſe the minds - 
and hearts of all thoſe [| Parents or 
S 3 Friends] 
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Friends} that tranſact any thing on 
my behalf. That they may have a 
relpect chiefly to thoſe things which 
endure for ever: and ſettle me there, 
where I may moſt glorihe thee, and 
do molt good, and increaſe in wil 
dom and vertue, and live in peace, 
cheartulneſs and contentment to the 
end of my days. Which mercies, 
and all others, that thou ſeeſt requi- 
'ite for me, I moſt humbly beg of 
thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his fake, the 
Lord of peace; to whom, with thy 
ſelf, and good Spirit, 1 deſire to 
give, as 1s moſt due, cternal praiks. 


A Prayer when 4 perſon ts abort to enter 


into the ſtate of Marriage : [ and 


| : 
may ſerve for any other new conattt 


0 of life. 


Lord, the Guide and Director, 


the helper and comforter | 


all 


wm 4 WJ CT fo. 
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all thoſe that ſeek thee, and depend 
upon thee with their whole heart. 
In a ſerious ſenſe that nothing can 
make me happy without thy love, 
favour and bleſſing, I humbly caſt 
down my ſelf before thy divine Ma- 
jeſty ; imploring thy gracious pre- 
ſence with me, to 1oſtruc&t , govern 
and affiſt me in that condition, into 
which, under the conduct and pro- 
tetion of thy good providence, I 
am about to enter, Great and ma- 
ny have beerr thy mercies towarts--- 
me hitherto, ever fince I was taken 
by thee out of my mothers womb. 
Thou haſt nouriſhed and clothed me : 
thou haſt brought me up to ſome 
knowledge of thee and of the duty 
I owe thee: thou haſt ſhown me the 
path of life, and prevented me carly 
with thy Grace, to diſpoſe my heart 
to walk in it. And, though I have 
not made, I moſt forrowfully confeis, 
luch returns unto thee as I ought to 
have done, yet it is ſome comfort to 
me, to feel my heart inclined and 
S 4 re- 
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xelolved to be more thankful and 
dutitul hereaſter ; and to pals the 
remaining part of my fojonrning 
here 1n thy fear and love, and fted- 
faſt obedience. 

Pardon me therefore, O moit mer 
citul Fati:er, according t - thy pro 
miles made in Chriſt Jeſus, to pens 
tent ſinners, And vouchſafe me the 
grace 0: thy holy Spirit, to le2d me 
tO a clear and full underſtanding d 
all the duties that belong to the Nan 
and relations in which I have now 
choſen to ſerve thee. Indue me 
with a ſincere and hearty affection to 
them ; and inable me caretully ty 
perform them with a willing mind, 
and a chearful unwearied ſpirit, as 
long as thou thinkeſt tix to continue 
me 1n that condizion of hfe. Blels 
me with a wile and oblervant heart, 
to diſcern and mark the nature and 
diſpoſitions of thoſe, to whom TI ſhall 
be joyned, un any bonds of love 0r 
duty : That I may dclight to pleak 


them to the utmoſt of my power ; 
al 
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and ſtudy their content and fatisfa- 
ion; and bear with their infirmi- 
ties ; and chuſe the fitteſt opportu- 
nities to do them good, and amend 
what is amiſs in them. Free us all, 
who ſhall ſtand related to each 0- 
ther, from all peeviſhneſs and un- 
reaſonable paſſions: let no miſtake or 
cauſleſs jealouſie fpoil the entire- 
neſs of our affection : indue us with 
great purity of heart, and a chaſte 
converſation : And beſtow upon us 
ſuch meek, ſweet and compliant dil- 
poſitions, that this may not prove 4 
{tate of temptation and forrow, but 
of godlineſs and holinels, to our mu- 
tual joy and happinels.- - 

Make us ever mindful of the Co- 
venant wherein we ſtand ingaged to 
each other ; eſpecially .of that fa- 
cred Vow wherein we ſtand bound 
to thee, by our being baptized in- 
to the Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
we may faithfully keep and perform 
i. Tye us o faſt together in uniry 
of ſpirit, that -we may have the 

3 lane 


ſame common- cares ; and bear. one 
anothers burd2n5; and endeavour to 
increaſe eacl: others joys, and lighten 
each others ſorrows; and in all the 
changes and alterations of our con- 
dition. we may. religiouſly preſerve 
an immutable love. unto and delight 
in each other, to the end - of. our 
days.., Eſpecially help us to ſtir up 
one another. to the love of thee, 
and our. bleſſed Saviour ; and to d0 
all good offices -to our Neighbours: 
that; after we have enjoyed the 
comfort of a ſweet ſociety., and 
been a bleſſing to all that are near 
unto us.; we may finally part in 
peace, and reſt-1n a good hope to 
dwell together for- ever, in happy 
friendſhip with thee, and with our 
Lord , and.all the holy ones. Amev, 
Amen. 
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A Prayer of Parents for their Chyiidzn 
when they are grown up to ſome un 


derſtanaing. 


E humbly worſhip thy glori-- 
. ous -Majeſty, O Lord moſt 
high ; we acknowledge thy infinite 
goodnefs , that thou art pleaſed to- 
give us leave to call thee Father, 
who art-the poſlcffor of heaven and 
of earth. We thank thee for thy 
moſt tender: care over us ever fince 
we were born. More eipectally for 
the. knowledge thou halt given us 
of thy great love in Jeſus Chriſt : 
And that thou haſt ſo timely prevent- 
ed us with thy grace; and inclined 
our hearts to thy fear, and love, and 
[ervice. 

Vouchſafe, we-beſcech thee, O moſt 
merciful Father ; to take our Chil- 
dren allo ( which we have already 
dedicated. unto thee, and commend- 
tl 
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ed to thy care ) into the protection 
and guidance of the lame gracious 
providence, which hath been 6 
watchful over us. Thou knowelt 
the great weaknels of our nature; 
how fooliſh and incorſiderate we 
are (eſpecially in our younger years) 
how violent in our paſſioas ; how 
apt to liſten to temptations, and eafie 
to. be {ſeduced by them ; how ready 
to flatter and abuſe our ſelves with 
vain hopes ; and how unwilling to 
believe what is contrary to our de 
ſires. And: therefore we the more 
earneſtly implore thy bleſſing upon 
our indeavours to ſealon their minds 
betime with a Religious ſenſe of thee 
their Creator , and of. their duty 
whichthey owe thee,and of that good 
in. which their true happineis lyes, 
And we beſeech thee likewiſe to ex- 
cite. our: hearts to the greater dil 
gence and thoughtfulneſs and care, 
ro imitate thy. tatherly love towards 
our (elves; by watching over them 
tc Go them road, ard. to train them 
G2 
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yp in thy fear. Indue us with wit 
dom and prudence. to.. give them 
wholeſome and ſeafonable inſtruci- 
ons: and diſpoſe their hearts to re- 
ceive and remember them. Help us 
to govern exactly all our affetions 
and. paſſions.; that we may neither 
embolden them to any thing that is 
evil by too much indulgence, nor 
diſcourage them 1n their duty by too 
much ſeverity : But be examples of 
godlineſs and vertue to: them, by a 
jober, grave, gentle, humble, and de- 
vout behaviour . and - converſation. 
Work in them a great reverence to 
all theix. Covernours, Teachers, and 
ſpiritual Paſtors ; and bleſs their 
godly admonitions to. them, that 
they may follow and obey them, 
Dire& us alſo in the choice of fit per- 
ſons to aſſiſt us in their Education; 
and in the choice of fit imployments 
for them ; whereby they may prove 
uleful and profitable Members of 
Church and State. 
Bleſſed be thy goodneſs that they 
have 
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have eſcaped the dangers of infancy 
and child-hood. Good Lord, 


{erve them from all the evil and mil. 


chietf-to which the raſhneſs and in- 
diſcretionof: youth may betray them, 
And fortihe their minds againſt the 
power of all allurements to tin ; that 
we may live to {ee them thy dutiful 
and obedient children , and © may 
leave the world in hope that they 
will continue ſo, unto their lives 
end. Or if thou takeſt us away be: 
fore they come to their full age, we 
commend*them with the' more ar 
dent affe&ion, to thy never failing 
mercy and compaiſſhon. O thou 

who art the Father of the 
Plal, 68. 5. fatherleſs , be their God, 
Hol. 14.3, and let them fd mere 

with thee, according to 
thy word. Diſpoſe of them fo, that by 
loving and caretul governours, holy 
ex umples, innocent and good con- 
pany , pious and diſcreet counſels, 
with the help of thy divine grace, 
they may ever be {ecured in their 
duty, 


a > Guin AY > a@ I 
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duty, and follow after us to eternal 
life ; through Chriſt Jeſus, Amep. 


A ſhort Prayer for the uſe of a little 
Child, ( 


Lord, my moſt loving Saviour 
() and mercitul Redeemer ; who 
commandedi(t that the little children 
ſhould come unto - thee, and didit 
take them up. in thine arms, lay th 
hands upon them,& bleſs them : Look. 
graciouſly upon me , I humbly be- 
teech thee, and bleſs me; who am 
one of, thy children, dedicated to thy 
ſervice. Pitty the weakneſs of my 
tender age, and prevent: me. betimes 
with thy grace. Make me. ſeriouſly. 
to remember my Creator inthe days 
of my youth. Indue me with the 
fear of my God: and make- me al- 
ways mindful of the Vow and Pro- 
mieg.that vas made 1n my name, 


T' FLOW 
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Devil and all his works, to believe in 
God and to ſerve him. 
Make me dutiful (as thou O Lord 


Jeſus waſt) unto my Parents [ /ovin | 


ro my Brethren and Siſters) obedient 
to my Inſtructors : thanktul for the 
good counſel of my Friends : hum- 
ble and reverent to my betters: and 
meek and ;gentle to all men. That 
as I "ng in years, {0.1 may grow in 
wiſdom and favour. with thee, and 
with all thoſe who are good. 

Preſerve me from all, dangers; 
let thy good Angels be my -keepers 
and defenders ; and guide me by 
thy holy Spirit; that the longer | 
live, the better I may be : to the 
comfort of my Parents, the honour 
and glory of my God, and my 
own happineſs, tere and for ever. 
Amen, 


when I was baptized ; to forſake th | 


—— 


” the 
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A ſhorter, 


Eavenly Father, who deſpiſeft 
nothing that thou. haſt made, 

but takeſt care of the beaſts of the 
Earth, and of the fowls of the 
Air : blels me thy child, whom thou 
haſt made in thy own Image. Pre- 
ſerve me this day from all evil, both 
1a ſoul and . Give me what 
thou ſeeſt good for me. Eſpecially 
an heart ro know thee early , to be 
thankful to th.ce, to love thee, and 
to do thy -. 1'l, 2s well as I am able. 
Bleſs my Father and my Mother, 
and all my friends : and make me 
a follower of rhoſe who are good; 
for the ſake of my Saviour Chriſt 
Telus the Lord. Amer. 
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A Prayer for the uſe of a Child thi\ 
hath bot its Parents. 


Lord, who never fuileſt thok 
that ſeek thee: but giveſt b 
INS: the young ravens which 
cry. I caſt my ſelf upon thy infinite 
goodneſs, with whom the fatherlels 
have been wont to find mercy, 


Be thou; O Lord, Father | 


Rec. 23 4+ 2nd God of 1y life , a moſt 
merciful and gracious Father unto 
me: and provide what thou {ceſt, 
1n thy wiſdom, to be neceſſary for 
me. Elpecially beſtow upon me 
ſome faithful friend, that will admo- 
niſh me, and take care of my ſoul, to 
bring me up religiouſly in the fear 
of thee my God. Preſerve me from 
all diſtruſt of thy good providence. 
Glve me favour in the eyes of others, 
by an humble, ſubmiſſive and good 

G- 


the beaſi his. food, and ti | 
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Fehaviour towards them. Make me 
diligent and induſtrious in ſome ho- 
neſt calling. And bleſs my labours 
and endeavours, that I may net be 
2 burden. unto others. But whatlo- 
ever my portion be in this world, 
give me grace to live ſo piouſly, juſt- 
ly and ſoberly, that I may not mils 
of that incorruptible inheritance , 
which fadeth not away, 
reſerved is the heavens 


fir #s ; through Chriſt Jeſus. Ame. 


x Pet, I. 4. 


 —— 


A Prayer to be uſed by a WIdoWw, 


G O D, by whoſe wiſe provi- 

dence, which I humbly adore 
and reverence, I am left without my 
deareſt companion and guide inthis 
our pilgrimage ; and thereby de- 
prived of the ſweeteſt comfort of 
life : behold the deſolate and ſor- 


rowful eſtate. of thy poor hand- 
maid, 
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maid , who ſupplicates thy. tende 
mercy and compaſſion towards her. 
Comfort me, good Lord, with a de 
lightful ſenſe of thy Divine Pre 
ſence with me; and draw my heat 
the nearer to thee, in holy love an 
devout affection, and a lively hops 
that thou wilt never leave me nor 
forſake me. 

I ought to thank thee at all times, 
for the many tokens of thy love to 
wards me ; and particularly for lend- 
ing me this bleſſing fo long, the vs 
lue of which I now feel, by the 
want I am in of its ſupport, Par- 
don me, I beſeech thee, that I have 
not- been ſo thankful for it, and the 
reſt of thy mercies, as I ought : nor 
ſo. carefully improved. them , as | 


might have done. O take not aw) 


thy loving kindneſs from me in aiſples 
ſ#re, But vouchſafe ſtill the contr 
nuance of thy favour towards me; 
eſpecially the ſupport of thy Divine 
Grace by. the power of the holy 
Ghoſt, to enable me to bear this at- 
fiction 


| relieveſt the fatherleſs and 
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fiction with an humble, meek and 
patient ſpirit. Moderate all my pal- 
lions. Free me from all dilcontent- 
ed and diſtruſtful thoughts. Help 
me to caſt all my care 0a thee, who 
widow., and -careſt eve: n__— 
for the . ſtrangers. Fix my mind 
upon thy love'in the Lord Jeſus; in 
whom thou wouldſt have us to re- 
Joyce always. Lift up my thoughts ro 
thoſe heavenly enjoyments in that 
bleſſed place where he 1s ; [ to which 
[ hope my husband 1s departed.) And 
help me to follow after him with all 
diligence in a pure, grave and god- 
ly converſation 3 and by a careful 
education of my Children, to en- 
deavour that they may be alſo with 
us 1n that glory. 

Let thy bleſſing ever reſt upon 
them. And now that they arc lett to 
me alone, give me {o much the more 
wildom to inſtru and govern them 
aright; and ſo much the more love 
to them, and tender affection to their 
Th good 
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good and welfare. Make them tohy 
a comfort to me 12 my Widow-hoy 
by their increaſe 1n godlineſs ; tha 
we may cheartully lerve thee toge- | 
ther, in Prayers/and Thank (pivings 

and reading of thy holy Word, 
and Communion with our bleſſed 
'Saviour ,' and all other actions of : 
Chriltian lite. Prepare us for what 
loever condition 1t is, into which ' 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to bring us; 

that neither tulneſs nor poy erty, ho 
nour nor reprcaches, health nor fick | 

nels, may ever ſeparate us from thy 
love in Chriſt Jelus : but we may, 
-perſevere in patient obedience to 
thee, till we receive that crown of 
life which he hath promiſed tothem| 
that love thee. Amen. 


1 Prayer fer the uſe of a poor Sd ervant, 
() Lord moſt high : who art 


the eMaker of :%:s rich and 


ſ 
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of the poor ; with whom 
there Is no reſpect of per- 
ſons: Look graciouſly upon me, 1 


Prov. 22. 2+ 


-| humbly beſeech thee, who here caſt 


down my felf before rhee; acknow- 
ledging thy Soveraign power over 


| all, and thy wile providence which 


hath diſpoſed all things into ſeveral 
ranks and orders, for their mutual 
help and benefit. I humbly fubmir 
to the ſtate -and condition wherein 
thou haſt been pleaſed to place me, 
below many others. I thank thee 
that1 live; and that 1 hve 1n health; 


; and have ſtrength of body ; ( grear 


and invaluable bleſſings! ) and that 
I have ſo much liberty as to make 
my requeſts unto thee, and acknow- 
ledge thy mercies ; and that I have 
any hope thou wilt never ceale todo 
me good, till thou haſt crowned all 
thy mercies in eternal life. 

Good Lord, pardon me, if I have 
at any time murmur'd and repin'd at 
my condition, -or envied the higher 
eſtate of other. perſons. Pardon all 
ny 
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my other offences, whatſoever the 
have been : and vouchſafe but to de. 
kver me from the bondage of (in, 
and to make me a Servant of Righte- 
ouſneſs ; .and 1 ſhall not only be-con- 
tented, but perpetually rejoyce-n thy 
Salvation. Indue me with a right 
underſtanding of my duty in thi 
relation wherein 1 ſtand. That ac 
cording to thy command, I may ac 
count thoſe whom 1 ſerve worthy i 
all honour ; being, carefil 

1 Tim, 6,1, to pleaſe them in all things 
Tit, 2, 9,10. mever Contraadifting , mr 
Epheſ, 6. 5, 7. purloyning : but ſhowing al 
good fiaclity , and with 

good will and fingleneſs of heart as 
#n2 ſervice, as to the Lord axd not ti 
wen. "Help me to demean my elf (o 
Colloſ. 3-23. humbly , and whatever 
25, I ao, to do it ſo heartily; 
that I may obtam favour in theireyes. 
'Or if they be froward and hard 10 
pleaſe, O God, preſ.: ve me from: all 
unſeemly paſſions , and difre.peQul 
behaviour towards them, 2 1d raake 
Me 


ſerve the Lord Christ from 


A Servant's Prayer. 409 
me ſo much the more diligent in 
their buſineſs : remembring that 1 
whom I expect to recerve Colofl, 3. 235 
the rewartl of the inhert- 

Fance, 

If thou art pleaſed any other way 
to aMict me, with fickneſs or pains 
in my body, which may hinder my 
labour and caſt me into poverty, 
Lord , {till ſtrengthen my taith and 
conhdence in thee. And help me to 
bear-it with a-patient mind ; looking 
unto Jeſus, who took upon him the 
form of a Servant, and became -poor, 
and (ſuffered much for our ſake : but 
now is therefore highly exalted to 
ſuccour and comfort all thoſe that 
follow after him contentedly in well- 
doing. In his Name and Words I 
recommend my felf unto thy mercy; 


laying, 
Osr Father, &c. 
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A Prayer of a poor Pytſoner for Delt, 


God, who art preſent to us in 
all places, and haſt regard 
the ſighs and groans of the mil: 
rable, who humbly implore thy pit 
ty and compaſſhon towards them: 
'Vouchſafe to look graciouſly upon 
thy afflicted ſervant in this place; 
which is moſt deſolate and comfort- 
les, unleſs the hight of thy counte- 
nance ſhine upon me. I confeſs that 
[ have too much abuſed the liberty 
which I formerly enjoyed ; and did 
not ſo carefully improve, as I ought 
to have done, thoſe happy oppor- 
tunities, which therewith were put 
into my hands. Many ways, I am 
ſenſible, I have offended 
*Hereacknowe thy Divine Majeſty * ; 
{age the path. for which I am heartily 
caburs, 
ſorry; and acknowledge 
my 


for Debt. 41 


my ſelf infinitely indebted to thy 
goodnels, that I am not plunged in- 
to the depth of milery, to bewail 
my fins in the bottomlels pat. 

1 thank thee, O Lord, with all 
my ſoul that I am not ſhut up 1n the 
place of outer darknels ; and that I 
have any hope to obtain the benefit 
of the redemption, which is in Chriſt 
Teſus. In whoſe Name I beſeech 
thee to pardon me ; and likewile to 
ſan&tifie theſe ſtraits wherein I lye, 
to the freeing my ſoul from the bond 
of all iniquity, and the reſtoring me 
to the glorious liberty of thy chil- 
dren. Help me ſeriouſly to follow 
the diretion of thy Providence in 
this reſtraint ; and now that I am fo 
much alone by my lelt, to deſcend 
into my own heart, to ſearch and try 
my ways, and unfeignedly to turn to 
thee, my God. Enlarge my ſpirit 
more than ever, now that my body 
1s confined, in fervent Prayer for thy 
Divine Grace , and in chearful 
Thankſpivings. for the innumerable 
T 2 bene- 


412 A Prayer of a Pztloner 

benefits that I have received from 

thy bounty, and in tender Pitty and 

gommiuleration of the i2d condition of 

all diſtreſſed people. And be pleas 

ro touch the hearts of :ny- Creditor 

alſo, with a ſenſe of my mileries: in 

cline them to: accept ot what Ian 

able to pay - and make -me willing 

conſcrentioufly to. fatisfie them to 

the utmoſt of -my power. 

In the mean ttme beſtow upon me 

: the bleſſing of -a contented ſpirit 
Help me patiently to endure the in- 

conveniences -of this -place. And 

preſerve-me-from the- danger of all 

-the”temptations, which I meet with 
in*it : eſpecially from ſeeking a re 
medy of -my ſorrows, in the ple 
ſures of intemperance , or evi 
- company , or any prophane murth 
whatſoever. Be thou my comfort; 


*O God , my exceeding joy ; and} 


the full ſatisfaction of my foul, 1 
gll conditions. And when thou art 
pleaſed to deliver me from this 
;place,, and reſtore me again to = 


for Debt. 4r7: 
deſired freedom : O Lord, make me: 
ever mindful of the vows, wherein: . 
7 am now forward to bind my ſelf. 
Diſpoſe my heart then to be ſo ſenſt- 
bly affected, with the leaſt of thoſe 
mercies which formerly I have little 
regarded ; that I may never forget 
to praiſe thee even for the benehit of. 
a (weeter air than now 1 enjoy, and 
to acknowledge thee in the night 
ſealon upon my bed , and to than}: 
thee for the conrleſt food ; and etpe- 
cially I may rejoyce to go agn 
into the great Congregation ta 
praiſe thee with the moſt- ardent 
love for all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

Pale in grateful re- 
membrance of the kindneſs of my 
Friends and Neighbours: eſpecially 
of thoſe perſons to whom I ſtand 


| Particularly indebted, when by their 


charity I ſhall be releaſed. And what- 
ſoever loſs they ſuſtain by my pover- 
ty, good Lord, make it up abundant- 
ly tothem and theirs, out of thy ricly : 
T 3 grace .: 


es co mom 
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%, . 
grace and mercy. Requite ther 44 
love with plenty and 'prolperity in yg 
this world ; and give them the © 6 
ward of cternal life and glory in the r 
world to come; through Chriſt J- }, 


tus. Xen, h, 
EO TEES 2" 
"y 

4 Prayer of a great Maleſactoz # "\ 
Priſen, Ce: 

! 

f 


() Molt holy and righteous Judge 4 


of the whole world ; gives n 
{iinful and miſerable wretch leave to 1 
proltrate himlelt hgfore the Thron 5 
ot thy Grace, an plore that mer- 4 
cy which formerly I have deſpiſed o& a 
abuſed. Tam not worthy, I confes, y 
to lift up my eyes towards heaven; d 
and it becomes me in the greateſtd&- j1 
jection of ſpirit to.figh and groan un 
der the load of my ſins: whicl a 
have becn {o great and many, Þ 
bold, ſo preſumptuous and —_ [ 
that 


al 
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4 Malefactoz's Prayer. 415 
that when with an awakened mind I 
reflect upon them, I am ready to 
fink into hell, and utterly deſpair of 
any MErcy-. O God, how have I 
hated inſtruct1on, and my 

heart aeſpt ea reproof ? Song OO 
And have not obeyed the 
voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine 
ear to thera that admoniſhed me 9 How 
ſwift have my feet been to run into 
evil? and how backward and averlc 
have I been to any thing that is 
good? O the injuries which I have 
done my Neighbours! the abule of 
my felt and of thy good creatures ! 
The prophane contempt , 
or neglect of thee and ,,yuu »p the 
the duties of thy worſhip - Haſpbemy , de-"- 


a We '— bauchery, and 
and ſervice ! The re violence that he 


membrance of all this-1s hath been guil- 
dreadful : the burden of 2 9: 
It 1s intolerable. 

How ſhall I appear - before: thee, 
at whoſe rebuke the Mountains 
quake, ſince I cannot think of ap- 
pearing before an earthly Judge 

T 4 with- 
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without ſhame and affrighrment 
[pirit ? O Lord, work in mea greater 
dread of thee, with a greater ſhame 
and confuſion of face ; now that Ian 
in thy preſence. For which end, he 
pleat to repreſent unto 71 effey 
ally, the wickedneſs, ine baſene 
and vileneſs of all my evil doings, 
well as the guilt and juit- delert 
them. O that Icouid hate and abhat 
them-, more than that 
* Or puniſh death, * which I expet 
ment 3 when ſhortly to ſuffer for them 
58 Crime 0s - 
ſs. Beſtow on me that inge- 
nuous and- godly ſorrow 
which. worketh repentance, and um 
teigned- purpoles of amendment « 
life. They come too late indeed, 
may. juſtly think, to find acceptance 
with thee: and therefore, not: witlt 
out fear and trembling, and a- great 
ſenſe of my undeſervings , I: look up 
unto thee ; acknowledging thy. ut 
finite goodneſs, if thou. wilt. vouclt 
ſafe but the ſmalleſt hope of mercy. 
Mercy , mercy, good Lord : cal 
me 
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me not quite out of- thy ſight ,. for 
Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, who gave him- 
elf for us to. redeem- us from all ini- 
quity. It is the beginning off ſome 
mercy and an. earneſt, I hope, of 
more, that thou. haſt made me. ſenſt- 
ble of mine offences 5 and that. thou: 
haſt wrought in. me a: reſolution. to: 
forſake them , and ſome love to- a. 
godly,ſober and righteaus life... Help 
me to manifeſt the ſincerity and up-- 
rightneſs of my ſoul in thele refolutt- 
ons, as much as F am able; by gi- 
ving thee hearty thanks that the 
hand of juſtice hath overtaken and: 
laid hold upon me, and-put a ftop-to: 
the further miſchief which I might 
have committed ; and by making a 
free.and open confeſſion- of = 
crimes, and taking the.ſhame. which. 
belongs to me, - before others ; and: 
by. acknowledging. that I am un- 
worthy to live.; and by earneſt. ad- 
monifhments to all, to-be warned: 
by my example, and to ceaſe be- 
times to do evil, and learn to- do- 
Ts wall. 
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well. O God, that 1 could glorike 
thee a little in my latter end, after 
this manner. And till I cometo re- 
celye my deſerved puniſhment, help 
me to ſpend my time in bewailing 
my fins ; in humbling my felt be- 
tore thee for. them ; 1n ſetting my 
heart againſt them; in ſtudying and 
admiring with the greateſt affe&tion 
the holy life of the Lord Jelus ; in 
calling other. oftenders to repen- 
tance, and exhorting them thereby 
to give thee glory. Deny me not 
the grace, I beleech thee, to enable 
me thus to imploy my ſelf ; that ! 
may have ſome taſte of thy mercy, 
and the fear of death may be abated 
by ſome hope , that when my (ou! 
ſhall be parted from the budy, thou, 
O:  blefled Jeſus, wilt recerve tt, 
though ſo unworthy , into ſome « 
the heavenly manſions. /mer, {men, 


A Souldicr's Prayer. 41g.» 


4 Souldier's Prayer that fights for* 
his Country. 


(0) Moſt mighty Lord, the Foun - 
tain of life and ſtrength, and 
courage ; whom all the hoſt of hea- 
ven continually obeys. LI-proſtrate 
my felt before thee in a religious, 
ſenſe, that the fear of thy divine Ma- 
jcſty, a pure con{cience, anda ſtrong;: 
hope and confidence 1 thy. Omni- 
potent goodnefs, will give the moſt 
allured reſolution , valour and bold- 
nels to our- ſpirits, in all dangers. 
Moſt humbly beſeeching thee to 
purge my heart from the love of e- 
very thing. that 1s offentive to thee; 
to pardon all my former. ſins, neglt- 
gences and ignorances.; and to 1n- 
due. me with the grace of thy holy. 
Spirit ſtrictly to amend and reform 
my life, according to thy holy Word. 
Man. 


420 A Souldier's Prayer, 


Many temptations, I am ſenſible, 
will contuiuziiy aſſault me, in this 


a > 


ſtate cf life wherein I am ingaged, 0 
' ButI as earneftly bclecch thee tode ! 
tend me from- the power. of - them, | 0 
as I defire to. be defended from | 


death, and to be covered by thee 
in the day of. battle. O that no co! 
vetous deſires or greedinels of ſpoil! 
no ambition. or vain-glory, no hatred 
or.malice, may.puth me forward in} 
any enterprize ! But. give me the vi-| 
cory over theſe. and-all other vile; 
affections and paſlions, beforc- I-meet 
with any other.enemy. And. gract 
ouſly bleſs and: proiper our arms, for 
the defence of our. Country, and the | 
preſervation of. our Religion., Go 
vernment,Laws and Liberties. And 
whilſt. we fight for the preſeryatt| 
on of good Order,.Lord, give us all' 
grace to be examples of .it our {elves 
That abhorring. all blaſphemy and 
prophaneneſs, all riot and laſcivioul- 
neſs ; and doing wiolen:t 
to n0 man, accnſtng no mas 


falſhy, 


Luk, 3. 14» 


A Prayer of one. that is Aged, 421 
falſly, and being content with our wages, 
we may adorn-both our Cauſe and 
our Religion : and- whatſoever the 
iſſue be, we. may have peace in our 
own hearts, and living or dying ma 
be. accepted... with thee, ——_— 
Chriſt Jefus , the Prinee- of peace. 
To whom, cc.. Amep. 


—_ — — 


4 Prayer . for. the .uſe of one that is 


@ « 


Adore thee-, O Lord of life and 

. glory ; who art from everlaſting 
toeverlaſting, and changeſt not : be- 
ſeeching thee- to look graciouſly up- 
on. thy unworthy ſervant, whoſe 
hope is only in thine infinite mercy ; 
by which my life. hath been -pro- 
longed to old age, and which is able 
to make me- eternally blefled. - T 
thank thee for thy inconceiveable 
love in-the Lord Jeſus, who hath. 
g1VEn 
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given me {ſuch a ſolid and Rtedfaf 
ground of hope, to ſupport and 
{trengthen my heart , when all the 
comforts of this life fail me : and 
likewiſe praiſe and magnifie thy 
bounteous goodnels, for. thoſe innu- 
merable bleſſings, which, time af: 
* Tr them & IEC LLMC thou haſt be- 
reckoned up 4 {towed UPOn mez trom 
particalary 45 the beginning of my life 
9ou can, .C . 
till this preſent *, 

O my God, help me always to 
folace my ſelf, now that the days 
are come wherein I have no pleaſure, 
with a perpetual remembrance of all 
thy paſt loving kindneſles to me; 
and with thole hopes which I have of 
thy endlefs love in the other world. 
And the more my outward lenſes de 
cay , vouchlafe me the quicker and 
more lively ſenſe in my heart 
thoſe good things which thou halt 
laid up there, for tho{e that fear thee. 
Preſerve me from all dilcontented 
thoughts, and peevith paſſions. Maxe 


me at! example unto others ot 
Hal; 


| 
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Wolineſs , diſcretion, tem- 
perance,g rawity ,peaceable- Tir. 2-2, 3. 
neſs and patience : that 
ſo I may with the more 
authority be 4 teacher of Ecclus. 25.4. 
good things; and my : 
hoary head may be a crown of glory, be- 
ing found in the ways of righteouſ- 
nels. O how comely a things is judge- 
ment for. gray hairs ; and for anct- 
ent men to know counſel ! Pardon me, 
g00d Lord, that I have made nv 
better improvement of my time and 
experience ; for the furniſhing of my 
mind with this wiſdom, and with 
thoſe vertues. Pardon all my neg- 
ligences, and all my of- 
fences. * And fill my #* Remember 
heart with a comforta- em partic- 
. . arly. 
ble ſenſe of thy pardon- 
ing mercy in Chriſt Jeſus : that ha- 
ving no other burden, but that of 
age, to opprels my ſpirit, I may re- 
joyce 1n thee as long as TI live, and at 
laſt lay my ſelf down to reſt in peace; 
and return my foul back unto thee 
chear. 


Prov. 25, 2 9, 


424 A Prayer of one that is Aged, 

chearfully , whenſoever thou callef 
for it; in ſure and certain hope. of 
the reſurre&tion: of the dead, and 0 
that glory, honour. and immortality 
which thou haſt graciouſly promiſe 
us by thy dear Son, my. moſt bleſſed 
Lordand Saviour,Chriit Jeſus. With 
whom I delire to live to.give thee. 
ternal praiſes. Amey, 


A large 
F & « 
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DE UOTHASO N, 
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When any perſon is diſpoſed to. 
ſpend a day, or part of it, in 
Devotion : the uſual ad- 
areſſes to. Gdd in the morning, 
may be continued in this man- 
ner.. 


() Moſt High and lioly One; 


who inhabiteſt eternity, and 

art God-over all, moſt bleſ- 
ſed for evermore. Happy. are they 
who ſtand continually. in thy. pre- 
fence, and are always admiring , 
praiſing , lovipg and obeying thee : 
an 
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and rejoycing in thy love and fayour 
towards them ! The higheſt Angel; 
can deſire no greater bliis, than to he 
thus knit unto thee, and to live in 
fuch conſtant union and friendſhip 
with thee. An happinels, I am fen- 
{ible, that is above our reach, who 
dwell in houſes of clay, and groan 
under the burden of this fleſh : but 
which we aſpire towards , and our 
uncloathed ſpirits hope for , in the 
other world. And blefſed be thy 
infinite goodneſs, we are incouraged 
by Chriſt Jeſus to look up unto 
thee, for the beginning and taſte 
of this happineſs ; whilſt we remain 
here below, at this great diſtance 
from the Throne of thy Glory. 

And accordingly I humbly pro 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee at this time, 
beſeeching thee in the name of my 
dear Saviour who gave himſelf for 
me, that thou wilt graciouſly vouch 
ſafe to inſpire me with ſuch delight- 
tul thoughts of thee., and ſuch # 
transforming love unto thee, as = 
I 
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fill my heart with unſpeakable joy 
and ſatisfaction, whilſt I am in thy 
preſence to admire and adore thee 
to praiſe thy incomprehenſible per- 
ſections ; to acknowledge with all 
humility my intire dependence on 
thee ; thankfully to remember all 
the benefits thou haſt done unto me z 
ſorrowfully to bewail my ungrate- 
ful behaviour towards thee ; molt 
earneſtly to deprecate thy diſplea- 
jure ; to implore thy grace and fa- 
your ; and to make an abſolute fur- 
render of my ſelf to thee , with 
moſt hearty Devotion to thy ler- 
Vice. 

It is the unfeigned deſire of my 
ſoul to ſpend ſome time in attending 
wholly 'to theſe dutics ; the better 
to difpole me to ſerve thee, in the 
reſt of my life. But alas! O Lord, 
what am 1, or what can I do, unleſs 
thou wilt make thy ſelf preſent to 
me; and ſend down thy holy Spirit 
upon me! My thoughts and aftec&t- 


oas are exceeding dull and heavy ; 
and 
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and they will ſoon flag and *grow 
weary; unleſs thou wilt be pleaſed 
by thy Almighty Power -to- raiſe and 
bear them up towards heaven. [ 
molt humbly therefore again. be 
ſeech thee, in thy infinite mercy, 
to touch my heart with ſuch a lively 
tenſe of thy Divine Majeſty, as may 
tix my wandring thoughts, and com- 
pole my tumultuous affections, and 
ttir up my flat and cold deſires, and 
may*+ make me feel the power , and 
taſte the ſweetneſs of every Divine 
Truth ; whilſt L read or meditate ut 
thy holy Word, and' whilſt T pray 
to thee, and praiſe thee, and blels 
thy holy Name. O: that all other 
things may be ſhut out of my ſoul 
and that I may be fo alone with thee, 
as to be more apprehenſive. of thy 
greatneſs, and of thy _—_ and 
of thy purity, and of my near re 
lation to thee, and: the 1nnumerr 
ble obligations which I. lye under 
to be thine intirely ! O'that nothing 


may- be. ſa. bitter to me as to ow 
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that I have in the leaſt offended 
thee! and that nothing may be {o 
marvellous in: my eyes, as thy ex- 
ceeding abundant love in the Lord 
Jeſus, by whom thou haſt incou- 
raged ſinners to place their faith and 
hope in thee! 

Help me, O my God, through 
that new and living wey which he 
hath-conſecrated, to draw nigh unto 
thee, and to throw down my ſelf at 
thy feet; waiting for a gracious look 
from thee, reſigning my will to thee, 
{trongly uniting it 1n hearty affecti- 
on to thy ho'y Will, and reſolving 
never to riſe up any more in oppoſt- 
tion to it, but to live in thy love, and 
11 fincere-obedience to all thy com- 
mands. 

So ſhall my foul bleſs thee as long 
as I live; I will alway be ſpeaking 
good of thy Name, and will ſhew 
forth thy praiſe, as well as I amable, 
to all generations. Amen. 


Aftey 
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em 


Frer this ſhort adareſs to Gi 

for his aſſiſtance ; conſider ; 

while who it is, to whom you hav 
begun to ſpeak, Caſt your eyes tpu 
the heaven and the earth , and thi 
of the glory of that Myjefy which fil 
all things, and cannot be —_ 
142 ANY. 7 hen labour to affe & your hea 
with your own mean, vile and fi nf 
condition, For which end examimn 
what particular ſins you have ben 
guilty of. Set them down in writ 
ins before your eyes, that they ma 
be confeſſed and lamented, And lit 
wiſe conſider in the ſame mann, 
what particular bl:fſings y0:4 have n: 
ceived, that they may be moſt thank 
fully acknowledged. I all whid 


you may ajj,ft your ſelves and be mui 


excited, by reading ſome of the Plalm 
of David, and ſome part of . ſui 
tous Books as you arc acquaintei 
wethal, After which , proceed | 
exprej 


1ank 
phi 
vu) 
1m 


ſuch 


te 


d t 
ph 


expreſs the ſenſe of your heart to God, 
with the greateſt deliberation, in the 
manner following : pauſing a while, 
and ruminating upon what you have 


ſaid ; at the end of every part 


thereof. 


[. 


Moſt glorious Majeſty of heaven 

and earth,upon whom all crea- 
tures depend for life, and breath, and 
all things. I moſt thankfully embrace 
and delire wiſely and faithfully to 
Improve this happy leiſure, which 
thou vouchſafeſt me, of retiring from 
this world, and making my relort to 
thee, the Father of mer- 2 Cor, 1. 3, 
cies, and the God of nev. 5.13. 
all comfort. Thou art Dal. 48, 1, 
worthy, O Lord, to re- ev. 4.8. 
ceive from me and from \ $:m. 2. 2. 
the whole world, b/eſſing, #al. 145. 17. 
and honour, and glory, and %*T 
power 3 
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power ; for thou art on 
- 37. 23. and greatly FO be pred 
P fe * All the Hoſt of Hema 
JP? .42.2- continually praiſeth thee 


_ " and ſo ought all the 
14%. 50, ng: 
147:s, Churchon earth, ſaying; 


42409, Hely, holy, holy, Lord Gu 
28,31. almighty , which u, whit 

145. 4,13, Was, and which is to com. 

ny 54 There is none holy as th 

146.2, Lora, for there # noneht 

I. I. ftaes thee. Thou art rights 

> > is of thy ways, ani 
Job th. 7. holy in all thy works, Thu 
loveſt righteouſneſs, and hate#t iniqui 
ty ; and art excellent in power, and i 
Judgement , and in plenty of juſtict 
The earth is thine, ana the fuln 
rhereof'; the world, and they that dwil 
therein. The heavens thre the gle 
ry of Goa, the firmament ſheweth hi 
handy-work, The ſun, moor and Fla 
praiſe the name / the Lord ; for 
commanaead , and they were creatti, 
He hath alſo eſtabliſhed them for evn 
*nud ever : He hath mage a _ 
whit 


greg 
aiſes, 
AVE 
thee, 

the 
ing; 
Gul 
phich 
COM, 
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2e bt: 
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Thu 
qu 
1d 11 
ſlice 
le) 
iwel 
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Ly 
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ated, 


ever 
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which [hall aot paſs. | know, 0 Lord, 


that thou canst do every thing ; and 
that no thought of thine can be hin- 
area, Ihatſoever the Lord ple aſe's, 
that doth he ia heaven and in earth, 
in the ſeas, and in all deep places. 

For he tis great, and of s great power , his 
underſtanding is infinite, Prailed be 

thy Soveraign goodneſs and tender 

mercy, which ſpreads it felf over all 
thy works. O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works ! in w: iſaom ha$t thou made 
them all, And they all wait on thee; 

that thow mayit give them their meat 
in ane ſeaſon. That thou givet them 
they gather : thou openeſt. thy hand, 

they are filled with good. The glory of 
the Lord ſhall endure for ever: the 
Lord ſhall rejoyce in his works. Thou 
always walſt, and ever wilt be the 
molt holy, powertul, wife and good. 

Thy kingdoms is an everlaſting kingdom, 
and thy dominion endureth throughout 
all generations, One generation ſhall 
þraje thy works to another, and ſhall de- 
clare thy mighty atts, They all paſs 

V 


away 
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way like a ſhadow ; but thou art th 
ſame, and thy years ſhal have no end 
For ever, O Lord, thy word is ſetled 
in heaven : Thy faithf ulnels is unty 
all cenerations. I bile I livs , there 
tore , will I praiſe the Lord: | wil 
ſing praiſes to my God, while I hay 
any being. I will pY aiſe the 14 O Lord, 
with my pg heart, whoſe waime i; 
exalted above all bl: ſing 4nd praiſe 
lor we cannot know the Almighty t t 

perfeition : His wiſdom 1s unſe archa. 
” and his ways pait finding at. 
Wlis name alone is excellent, h:s 2lm 
is above the earth and heaven. 


Il, 


O what high dignity 1s this! tha 
'T am admitted into thy preſence to 
{peak unto thee; the S/ejſed and onh 

| Potentate, the King «f 
—_— kinos, and Lord of lords, 
who only hast immortality ! 0, how 
happy ought I to think my {elf, that 
*{ may dow thus nigh to thee , who 
.dwet 


f the 
end, 
etled 
1/1; 
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dwelleſt in light unapproachable ! 
who art {o happy in thy own moſt 
bl:iſed Nature ; and who it thou 
doſt but upen thy {elf to any foul, 
and filleſt it with a great-lenſe of thes 
and affetion to thee, thou letteſt 
heavenly joys 1nto it, and makelt ir 
happy beyond exprefſion! For hea- 
ven cannot be ſeparated from thee : 
but whereio2ver thou art, there 15 
peace and ſatisfaction, joy and glad- 
nels, and un{peakable blils. Adored 
be thy divine goodnef(s, which hath 
made me fo happy this day, as to 
tcel tome ſenſe of thee begin to ſhine 
in my foul. Adored be thy goodaels, 
which incourages me {till to look 
up unto thee, that I may feel more 
of thee ; yea, hath ingaged me by 
innumerable Mercies, to continue 
theſe addrefles to thy divine Maje- 
ity; O how excellent is 
thy lovins kindueſs, O 
God ! How precious are thy 134, 19, 
thouzhts unto me ! how 

V 2 gre 


Plal. 36. 7. 


— O_o Dm CT 
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'Þlal. 46.5. great u# the ſum of them' 
eMany,O Lord my God,ay, 
thy woraer ful wores which 
thou haſt done, and thy thoughts whit 
are to me-ward: they cannot be reckey- 
ed up ti oracy unto thee : if I wouls 
declare and fpeax of them, they are 
more than can be numbred, By thee! 
was fearfully and wonderfully mai: 
in ſecret, Thou art he that tcok me 
out of my mothers womb ; and aid 
ruake me hope upon her breaſts, | 
have been cait upon thee ever ſince, 
2nd thou haſt been my:gractous God 
unto this moment. My infancy 
-and childhood was attended with a 
very carcful providence. And thou 
hait bleſſed may riper years with a 
continued health and ſtrength of bo- 
dy and mind, and abundance 
290d :things to ſupport and retrell 
me in my Pilgrimage through thus 
world to a better life. I never have 
wanted my daily bread, even when 
1 was not able to ask it of thee. And 
thou halt beſtowed on me many 
friends 


22, 9, 10, 
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friends and kind benefators: And 
prevented me likewile by a timely 
grace, and ſent me many inſtructors ; 
that I might remember thee my 
Creator, and Jeſus Chriſt my Sav1- 
our. Into who'e Family, bleſſed be 
thy Name, I was eariy adopted, and: 
allured of thy fatherly love and ten- 
der mercy towards me. O how deep- - 
ly do I fand indebted to thee for 

ail thoſe, by whole Counſels; or Ser- 
mans, or Writings , or rel1g10us So- 
cicty, or godly Examples, or chari- 
table Prayers, I- have-beea helped 
forward in my way to heaven ! Blet- 
ſed be thy Name for all the means 
whereby I have been led to the 
knowledge of thy*great love in the 
Lord Jelus , which paſſeth know- 
ledge, For ever bleſſed be thy 
Name, for {ending him into the 
world, born of a woman, to be a 
teacher of righteoulſnels ; to go before 
us, and leave us a patrernot a moſt 
holy life ; to dye for our ſins; and to 
r!e again for our juſtification ; and 
* 4 then . 
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then to aſcend into the heavens t 
prepare a place for us; where thoy 
hait advanced him 4bowe al/ principal 
HIS aa porwers, and gies 
h1;12 A WAPIC abewve ETe1) 
name, that at the nam: + of Feſws ever 
tuee / ould bow, and ew ery 1071742 Cot 
{eſs him to beth, fad iothe ol ry 
thee, 'S God, the Þ ather Aly iabty, | 
giorife thee > O heavenly Father, 
with al! my heart and ſoul, for in 
piring tay holy Apoſtles and Pro 
\Oor, 4.6, PIES 3 and jbinirg in 
their hearts '0 otve ti 
et of the <wowle. ge of 26 guory, in 
the fa CC of +, (res Chri L7 | thank - 
jor calling me to taith in thee 
makin £5 {uch lc ft 419 ears 
miſes to incourage our hone , alt 
tor di{poling me, 1n any mecalure, t 
be an inheritour of them. I thani 
thee for granting ſuch power _ 
bleſſed Lord, to fulfil his word ; 
making him a royal high _ 400 
appointing him to bleſs us, __ 


eternally. Glory be to thee , ( 
Lors 


Phil, 3. 20,11, 


e, [l 
ani 
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Lord moſt high , who haſt ſo often 
{fzvoured me with the gracious vili- 
tations of thy Loly Spirit ; inhightning 
my mind, drawing my will towards 
thee, exciting in me holy deſires, 
working many PIOUS purpoles and 
reſolutions 1n my heart, giving mc 
1 talte how gracious thou art, ſct- 
tinz before me the hope of eternal 
life, and peri|wading me by nnume: 
rable argunients to entertain th1.-{c 
bleſſings, which I ſhould have DCC! 
ſorward of my {elf to have dclirec. 
It ho ea utter the mighty 

atts of the Lord ! who 
can ſhow forth all his praiſe ! How 
often haſt thou ſpared me when I de- 
ſerved to be puniſhed! #* anion al 
How many dangers have 00 Pareiranes 
I eſcaped! From how ma- Eng 
oy aflaults of the enemy then procees 
have I been guarded! And A: 1. vingtind- 
how many of his deſigns m{#, mm all 
have been defeated by an fu 2: _— 
inviſible and unobſerved 5a: 'e forgotten, 
goodne(s, which ought tor ever to be 
acknowledged ! * V 4 IH. 
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TII. 


O my Cod, with what awe an! 
reverence ought I to make mentia 
of thy name, who dwelle#t iz cternth, 
WW hoſe throae is tneſtimabl: 
whoſe glory cannot be cm 

prehended , before whin 
the t Fiofts of of Anpels fhand with tre 
C4:g ! With what humility of fol 
VI&ht I to acknow ledge thy Divine 
oe, that thou who art fo great 
und iighly exalted, wilt Jumb 
ty icit to take notice of ſuch pon 
£11ng5as weare! Thou art to be ad 
mired with our higheſt thoughts: 
thou art to be loved with all ou 
heart, and foul and ftrength. VV: 

ought to render thee molt chearſi 
ics: and confeſs that we neve! 
ferve our ſelves more , than whe 
we even loſe all thought of ov 
ſelves, and forget all things here 
in admiring , loving, praiſing , and 
Eiving thanks to thee. All that 
with 
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within me ought to bleſs thy holy - 
Name. O how great ought my 
joy to be in thy love, and in thy 
Salvation : who art worthy to be - 
praiſed with all pure and 
holy prazſe. Therefore leg Tob. 8.16 
thy Saints praiſe thee, with my, 6, 
all thy creatures. Lind let 
all thine angels, and thine elctt praiſe- 
thee for ever. It is good to praiſe- 
Ged and exalt his Name , and with 
honor to ſhew forth all his works ;; 
therefore be ot ſlack to praife him... 
Yea, to thee, O Lord, Iought to re-- 
ſign my (elf with the greateſt willing- 
nels of heart ; to truſt and hope 1n- 
thee at all times; to excite all others . 
to ſhew forth thy praile ; and to ſtudy 
to gloritie thee more and more, not : 
only by my words, but with my bc--- 
dy and foul, in all the ations of a 
ſober, righteous and godly lite. I. 
can delire no greater honour 1n this ., 
world, thin that I may live to the - 
praiſe of the glory of thy grace in 
Chrilt Jeſus ; walking worthy. of 
Y. 5 thee, p 
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thee , who haſt called me to thy! 
Kingdom and Glory ; and behaving 
my {elf in ail things, as becomes og: 


| that hath received ſuch pledges of 


thy love already, and looks for thy 
mercy unto eternal life. All thy 


Laws, Iknow, are juſt and good. Th 


ways are ways of ple aſant 
neſs, and all thy paths an 
Fl,19. 10, f£4ce. More to be atſire 
{1, are thy commaznament; 
than gold, yea, than mui 
fine gold: ſweeter alſotha 
honey, and the honej-comb, 
Fy them doth thy ſervan 
ſhine gloriouſly ; and in 
keeping of them there * 
great reward, He that loveth them, 
loveth life ; he that holdeth them fif 
ſpall inberts glory ; and whereſorun 
they enter the Lord will bleſs. Gres 
peace have they that love thy Law: 
411 no'hing fol offend them, Ti 
T.ord Gel is a ſun and fhicld : th 
F ord welt gimme grace ana alory: W 
| £17 1/4 thhal:! from then 
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119.165. 
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that walk uprightly. O Lord of hoſts, 
bleſſed is the man that trusteth in thee ! 


IV. 


But the more, O Lord, I ſpeak m 
thy praiſe, the more I am ſenſible, E 
reproach my ſelf ; who have not gi- 
ven thee that honour and glory, that 
fear and love, that hearty ſervice: 
and chearful obedience, which 1sdue 
unto thee, ſo many ways.. I ſtand. 
condemned out of my own mouth, 
of moſt feartul 1ngratitude to thee, 
from whom I have received ſo many, 
and {uch ineſtimable benefits. How 
ſeldom have I thought of them ? Or 
how little have they affected my 
heart? How loth have I often been, 
to diſpole my {clf ro commemorate: 
the greatelr love of my deareſt. Sa- 
viour? And how ſoon am I weary, 
even of the molt delighttul imploy- 
ment, of praiſing and blefling thee ? 
VVith whom I proteis that I detire 
and hope to live. for ever, and praile. 
thy 
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thy Name. O the vanity of my 
mind ! the looſeneſs of my thoughts! 
the 1nordinateneſs of my deſires, and 
- rnrulineſs of my paſſions ! the dilcon- 
tent of my ſpirit! the unſtedfaſtneſs 
of my reſolutions! the breach of my 
promiles! the coldneſs of my prayers, 
and the dulneſs of my meditations! 
the loſs of my precious time, and 
neglect of good opportunities ! my 
eagerneſs after theſe worldly enjoy- 
ments, and feeble indeayours after 
heaven! 

I am aſtoniſhed to think, that ever 
ſhould diſtruſt thy providence, who 
haſt been ſo tenderly careful of me; 
or be unthanktul for thy benefits, 
which are every moment poured 
forth ſo plentifully upon me ; or be 
uncharitable to my Neighbours, 
when I ftand in fo great need of mer- 
cy my lelt, and live 'continually up- 
en thy bounty ; or abule any 6d 


thoſe bleſſings, which thou canit ſo | 


ealily deprive me of, or wholly 


alas! 


ſpoil the comfor; of them. And yet | 


- 


' More, My fecret fins 
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alas! how prone have I been to de- 
ccive my ſelf with ſhadows of Reli- 
gion and Devotion towards thee ? 
and to content my ſelf with the 
praiſes of thoſe divine perfections, 
which I have not ſo zealouſly ſtudi- 
ed to imitate ? O how unhke am 
I to the humble, the meek, the pit- 
tiful, and the patient Jeſus? Yea,how 
inſenſible am I of Iis incomparable 
love, which made him to lay down 
his life for me ? How many ways 
have I injured my Neighbours , 
or negleted to do them good? I 
am conſcious to my elf of ſundry 
offences, not only againſt the rules 
of righteouſneſs and mercy , but of 
ſobriety and godlineſs *. | a | 
And thou to whom all ,, eG 
things paſt are preſent, #r a&s of in- 


| IeMmper ance, 
who ſearcheſt the hearts charitableneſ; , 


and tryeſt the reins, ny elſe you 
: ave brew out! 
knowelt a great deal 77 %8 
are no more. hid from thee, than 
thole which are moſt open and ma- 
niteſt, 
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nifelt. And they are all the mor 
grievous, becaule a petty temptati 
&6n hath too. oft prevailed to make 
me neglect my duty towards thee, 
© how ſhametul is it, that a ſmall 
g1in, or a momentany pleaſure, or 
the good word of men whole breath 
is in their noſtrils, ſhould be pre 
ferred before that honour which | 
owe to thee, and thole infinite tres 
ſures of thy grace in Chrilt Jeſus, 
and that immortal lite and glory 
which he hath promiſed to the taith 
ful ! And all this againſt the clear 
underſtanding which thou haſt given 
me of thy will; againſt many holy 
purpoſes, reſolutions and vows of ab 
ſolute obedience to 1t in all things; 
and againſt the taſtes I have had 
how gracious thou art, and how 
good it is to keep thy command 
ments, 
V. 


I bluſh, O Lord, to lifr up mine 
eyes towards heaven, To me be 
long) 
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lngs nothing but ſhame and confu- 
fon of face ; in which I ought to 
lye down before thee, if I refleted 
only upon the balenels and vileneſs 
of my deſcent ; being the off-ipring 
of diſloyal parents, who were re- 
bels and traytors againſt thy divine 
Majeſty. This 1s a juſt reproach 
and diſgrace to the beſt of us. We 
were tainted in our firſt Father, who 
hath left a foul blot and ſtain upon 
our Nature : and we feel that weak- 
neſs in our reaſon, that ſtrength 
and violence in our paſhons, and 
that forwardnelſs in our wills to fol- 
low them, and to be led by them, 
which is ſufficient to humble and la 
us low -1n our own: eyes. Wir 
what dejection of ſpirit * ought I 
to mention all the offences, where- 
by I or others have juſtified that 
brſt rebellion, and ſtill taken part 
with the Devil and his Angels, a- 
gainſt thee and the motions of thy 
holy Spirit in our hearts! 

Thy mercy indced is ſo much the 


INOTC. 
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more miraculous, which hath hs 
ſtowed ſuch great benefits, as I haye 
acknowledged, upon ſuch vile, ſuch 
ſinful, ſuch unthankful wretches, 
and at the belt ſuch unprofitable crez 
tures ; whole underſtandings are { 
ſhallow to comprehend and admire 
thy love; whole affe&tions are { 
heavy, ſo liſtle(s, and fo unapt to lay 
it to heart; and who when they 
have done all that they can, hay: 
done no more than was their duty 
to do, But the greater reaſon there 
is that I ſhould be confounded at the 
remembrance of my diſobedience to 
thee , notwithſtanding ſuch unex 
pected, as well as undelerved , de: 
monſtrations of thy love and grace 
towards mankind. Ir becomes me 
to bow my ſelf lower than my Knees 
before thee ; and to dubaſe my (elf 
as much as Iam able in thy preſence; 
ſince I am but ſinful duſt and aſhes, 
that deſerves to be caſt down, even 
into the pit of deſtruction. The ve 
ry multitude of my offences is enogh 
{0 


of Devotion, 449 


to amaze and perplex my thoughts ; 
the weight of them, did I always 
feel it, may well depreſs and fink 
my ſpirit into the greateſt horror 
and affrightment ; but the baſenelſs 
and ingratitude of them to ſo gract- 
045 2 Father, O how ------- Cat wan e= 


VI. 


I am not able to expreſs, O Lord, 
the ſhame , the conſternation and 
the trouble of my ſpirit, at the 
thought of that ingratitude. I loath 
and abhor my ſelf, as unworthy to 
live and breath upon the face of 
the earth. I am. aſtoniſhed at th 
wonderful patience , and long-ſut- 
tering, which not only endures fuch 
a wretchas Iam; bur permits me to 
ſpeak unto thee, and to cry for mer- 
cy to that love, which I have ſo much 
abuſed. 'O that I were ſenſibly at- 
tected with ſomething of thee! That 
at teaſt thy ſparing and forbearing 
mercy did mightily move, and ever- 


laſtingly 
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laſtingly poſſeſs my heart with admi- 
ration of 1t! That {o I may with the 
more ingenuous forrow and grief be 
wail mine offences, againſt {uch ten- 
der bowels of compaſſion towards 
me. O that my heal 
Were Wakeys, and mine OJ 'S 
a fountain of tears, that I might w eep 
bitterly for my unkind requitals of 
the infinite bounty of thee my Crez- 
tor, and of the inconceiveable love 
of my bleſſed Saviour, and of the 
unwearied grace of thy holy Spirit, 
which I hope I ill feel working in 
my heart! Fill me, O God, with the 
ſaddeſt remembrance of all my fol 
lies; and poſſeſs my reaſon; {ſo much 
againſt them, that I may have an ut- 
ter hatred and deteſtation of them, 
as the greateſt offences to me , as 
well as to thy divine Majeſty. It 
is eaſier, I know , to make large 
confeſſions, than to be truly con: 
trite and broken in heart : and we 
are more inclin'd to ſigh and groan 
under the ſenſe of thy _——_— 
than 
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than to abhor that which is evil, 
and to cleave to that 
which is good, Be thou 1, 12. 5 
therefore pleated, O Lord 
the Father of our ipirits, 
to wound my foul with a P". 5+ 23: 
lively ſenſe of rhe vile- 
nels. of my behaviour towards thee, 
the God of my life, in whoſe hand my 
breath is, and whoſe are all my ways. 
Eſtrange me from every thing, that 
will not let me love thee with all 
my heart, and foul, and ſtrength; by 
whom it 1s that I have power to love 
any thing at all. Set my heart in ſuch 
a perfect enmity to all things con- 
trary to thy bleſſed will, that I may 
never be reconciled to them any 
more. And diipoſe me to ſuch an 
entire affection to all thy commands, 
that none of them may be grievous 
to me, but I may account thy yoke 
to be calie, and thy burden to be 
lght. 

And then be merciful unto me, 
good Lord , according to thy loving 

kina- 


Piol, 42.8, 
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kindneſs L according ut 
Plal. 51. 1. the multitude of” thy tex- 
der mercics blot out m) 


2=4, tranſarcſſjons. Be merct 
30. 19, tul unto me for Jeſus his 
32. 5. ſake, who came into the 
"0M world and dycd to fave 


ſinners. O remember nt 
139. 3-4 the ſins of my youth , no 
86. 5,6. the traxſereſſions of my 
riper years: according ti 
thy mercy remember thin 
me , "1s thy goed ceſs ſake , OQ Lord, 
For confeſs mine iniquity , and an 
forry for my ſin. I acknowledge my fin 
unto thee, and mine iniquity have | 
not hid, Enter not therefore inti 
judgement with thy ſervant: for if thou, 
Lord, ſhouldeft mark iniquities ; U 
Lord, who ſhall jtand ? But there i 
forgiveneſs with thee : that thou mayſi 
be feared, Thou art good and reaay ti 
forgive : and plenteous in mercy unti 
all them that call upon thee, Give ea 
therefore unto my prayer , and atteni 
to the voice of my ſupplications. Ani 


far 


25, IN, 
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fo thy name ſake pardon mine niqui- 
fy, for it is great, 


VII 


Great are thy tender mercies, O 
Lyrd; who haſt not yet caſt me a- 
way from thy preſence, nor dealt 
with me after my ſins, nor rewarded 
me according to mine iniquities. 
Adored be thine intinite goodnels, 
that I am fo far from being caſt into 
the place of weeping, wailing and 
making of teeth, that I do not yet 
luffer here the pains, and the anguiſh 
and milery,w hich mine cffences have 
delerved. I might have been la- 
menting them in thole doleful com- 
plaints of thy ancient ſervant ; ſay- 
ng, thine arrows ſtick faFt in me, and 
thy hand preſſeth me ſore. 

There is no ſoundneſs in my _ 39. 2, 3» 
fleſh, becauſe of thine an- © 

ger : neither ts there any $8.16, 18, 

reit in my bones, becauſe of 

my ſia, I am troubled, | am tewed 


dows 
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down greatly ; I go mourning all th 
day long. For my loyns are filled with 
a loathſome diſeaſe : and there is w 
ſoundneſs in my fleſh. I am feeble and 
ſore broken : I have roared by yeaſu 
of the aiſquictaeſs of my heart, But 

thanks be to thy moſt long-ſuffering 
goodneſs, thy fierce anger goeth pony, 
Ver We ; thy terror hath not cat med 
Levers and friexds haſt then mot put 
far from me ; nor mine acquaintane 
izto darkneſs. Yea, thou declaret 
thy ſelf willing to accept me again 
into friendſhip with thy (elf. And 
haſt in the moſt loving manner in 
vited me to come unto thee, and bid 
me hope for a pardon through thy 
mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. O how ſweet 
are thole gracious words ; Come wr 
to me all ye that labor, 
and are heavy laden, and 
Heb, 8. 10,12, I will give you reſt ! Hoy 
precious are thy pro 
miſes, that theu wilt put 
thy laws into our mind, ard write then 
z2 our hearts: And be merciful to ont 
ur: 


Aatth. [ 1.26, 


Azt. 26.18, 
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wrrighteonſne [5, and remember our fins 
end iniquities no more |! Marvellous 
was thy mercy,O Lord Jelus, who ſent 
thine Apoſtles to oper mens eyes, and 
to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan to & od, that 
they might receive forgiveneſs of ſins, 
and inheritance among them , who are 


ſanftified by faith that is in thee. 
VIIL 


T receive with all thankfulneſs this 
thy exceeding great grace, which 
hath declared, that if we walk 7# the 
liaht 2s thou art in the 
lobt, we ſhall have fellow * J-» 1-7: 
ſbip one with another, and xs. 17,29, 
the bloud of Feſus ChriſF x 
thy Sor ſhall cleanſe us from all ſin, T 
admire thy incomprehenſible love. 
0 how great is the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord our God, and his compaſſion 
unto ſuch, as turn unto him in holt- 
neſs ! It conſtrains me to offer up my 
ſelf with the heartieſt affeRtion to 
thy 
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thy ſervice: relolving hereafter tg 
be more watchful , more diligent 
more zealous in the performance of 
my duty ; and to walk more circum: 
ſpecly as a child of the light , and 
to make it my delight to do thy will 
O God. Behold, O Lord, my hear 
is bent to relign it ſelf pertectly in 
to thy hands : and to make a ney 
dedication of all the powers of my 
foul and body, to be employed con 
tinually 1n well doing. [ have ſwory 

and am ſteafaſtly purpoſe 


Mal,n19, 39, to keep thy righteous pre-[ 


—_—— cepts, I have choſen th: 
way of truth ; thy judge 

_— ments have I laid befort 
16, LS. me, I will flick unto th 
11. 112. teſtimonies : and run the 
way of thy commandments, 

Thy word have | hid in my heart ; that 
I may not fin againft thee, I will nt 
Joyce iu the way of thy teſtimonies, « 
munch as in all riches, I will meattatt 
in thy precepts : and have reſpett unt 
thy ways. I will aclight my ſelf al 
in 


Lord, and teach me thy 
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in thy ſtatutes : I will never forget thy 
word, Depart from me, ye evil doers-: 
for 1 will keep the commanaments of 
my God, Thy teſtimonies have I ta- 
ten 4s my heritage for ever : for they 
we the rejoyciag of my heart. I have 
inclined my heart to perform thy FF 4- 
tutes alway ; even znto the ena. 


I X. 


Atcept, | beſecch thee, the free-wik- 
offerings of my mouth, O 
Plal 119. 108, 


JS .35,10,11'5S, 


judgements, Give me unt- 16,119. 


derſtanaing » aud I ſhall 
keep thy law £ yea | ſhall obſerve it 
with my whole heart, Make me to go 
in the path of thy commanaments ; for 
therein do | delight. With my whole 
heart have I ſought thee : O let me 
not wander from thy commandments, 
! am ſenſible of the exceeding great 
weaknel(s and thconſtancy of our na- 
ture, and that without thy gracious 
aids, I ſhall not be able to accom- 
X piih 


—_ I CCC — 
h. ” TD 
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- pliſh theſe reſolutions. And there 
tore I look up unto thee , with the 
more ardent deſires, for power from 
above, to confirm and ſtrengthen 

-them ; . and to aſſiſt me mightily to 
fulfil thy whole good will and plex 
ſure, I will ſtedfaſtly depend upon 
the promiſe of -my bleſle Saviour, 
who hath told me that thou wilt 
give thy holy ſpirit to them that ask 
4t of thee. My hope, O God, is in 
this thy true and faithful word. . {p- 
held me according unto thy Word, that 
1 ay live ; and let me not be aſhamed 
of” ry hope, Hold thou me up and | 
hall be faſe : and I will have reſet 
anto thy Ftatutes continually. Pre- 

-ierve in me ſuch a lively lenle of thy 

g20d will and readinels to help me, 

chart I may be fo ſtrong 12 our Lord 
and in the power of his might, as tobe 
ale to do all things through Chrift 
itrex2thning of me. O thou Father of 

-mercies, who haſt beſtowed fo many 

-and fo great bleſſings on us without 

:asking ; who haft viſited us fo lo 

vingly, 
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vingly , when we could not delire 
any grace from thee, and when we 
could, but did not defire it, and when 
we did, but very coldly, and with 
little devotion of ſpirit : deny not 
the humble and importunate requelts 
of thy poor ſupplicant , who moſt 
earneſtly beſceches thee , that thou 
wilt grant m? , according | 
to a riches of thy gloxy, Bd 
to be ſtrengthened with might, by thy 
Sperit, iz the inner man, Arm me 
therewith againſt the aſſaults of all 
temptations, either from the good, 
or the evil things of this life ; that 
they may never ſeduce, or deterr 
me from my duty : but I may do 
vertuouſly , 1n all points, according 
to my Chriſtian profeſſion, and thole 
vows and promiles, wherein I ſtand 
mgaged to thee, 


Fill me, O God, with the whole 


| knowledge of thy W51, in all wif- 


dom and ſpiritual underſtanding , that 
<E' I 
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J. may walk worthy of the Lord, uny 
all pleaſing , being fruitful in ever 
good work, and increaſing in the kymy- 
leage of thee, my God, Increaſe that 
Faith, likewiſe, more and more, which 
worketh by love,and purifieth the heart, 
and - overcometh the world, Stir uy 
in me that lively hope, which may 
make me purifie my ſelf, even as thu 
art pure: and that ardent 'love ty 
thee, which will make -me .chearful 
ly .do thy will, and love my Bre 
thren, with a pure heart ferventh, 
'Excite in me a great hunger and thirf 
after rizhteoufueſs; till l teel the fat 
{action of pertect-reconciliation with 
thce,8& conformity to thee. Continue 
-me in the number of thoſe, whoare 
humble and lowly in therr own eyes, 
& moderate .n all their appetites and 
:defires : who mourn daily that they 
have offended thee, and that other 
keep not thy laws: who are meek ani 
gentle towards all men , in heart and 
word , .and all their actions : who 
&xc emerciſul and kind, ready to gli 
all 
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and to forgive : who are pure 1n all- 
their thoughts , intentions, paſſions 
1nd converſation : 'and who itudy 
the things that -2ake for peace; and 
who are void of all pride and vair- 
glory, of all ſtrife and contention ; 
indeavourins to keep the unity of the 
Fpirit in the bond of peace. O my 
God, poſſeſs me with: ſuch a ſtrong 
ſenſe of the bleſfkedneſs which thor: 
haſt pronounced*to all theſe; that 1 
may be willing alſo to ſuffer wrong 
rather than to do it, and to ſuffer a- 
ny thing for righteouſneſs ſake with 
a conſtant heart ; giving thanks un- 
to thee that -thou wilt. honour me : 
and count me worthy to ſuffer for te 
name of Chriſt, Help me to give a 
good example-to all my Neighbours 
by the ſincere practice of all thele - 
vertues; ſhining as alight inthe worl4, 
and being the [att of the earth : That 
others ſeetng my good works, may glo- 
rifie thee our heavenly Father. Diſ- 
poſe my-lieart to caſt all its care on 
thee ; to-pray without ceaſing ; to bleſs 

X 3 thy... 
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thy holy name at all times ; to truſt in 
thee, with a ſtedtaſt contidence in thy 
almighty goodnels ; to make thee 
my ſtrength, and my fortreſs, and the 
rock of my ſalvation ; to have m 
converſation without covetouſyeſs ; and 
to ſet my affettions on things above, 
where Christ is at thy right hand, I 
the multitude of my thoughts within 
me, let thy comforts, O Lord, aclight 
my ſoul, When I am full, O that 
may never wax wanton, or forget 
thee ; but /#ill rejoyce in our Lord dl- 
way : that io when I have nothing, | 
may be as poſſeſſing all things, Let 
the doing of my duty , ever be my 
pleaſure : and to ſerve thee, be 1 
great reward. Let a contented mind, 
be inſtead of all that I want: anda 
thankful hcart, ſweeten all my enjoy: 
ments. Let patience always eaſe me 
under my burdens : and an entire 
ſubmiſſhon to thy will, breed in me 
' @ ſettled tranquillity of ſpirit. Le 
my delight be in the excellent that 
are 1n the carth : and my gu 

c 
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he very much there while I live, 
where I delire to be when I dye. 
That heaven being my aim, my hope, 
nd the longing expectation of my 
ſoul, I may conquer all difficulties in 
my way toit; and go through ho- 
nour and dithonour, good. report and 
bad report , proſperity and adverſi- 
ty, with the ſame chearfulneſs and 
evenneſs of mind; till at laſt I come 
to that place of reſt and peace witi1 
the gloritied Jeſus, who 15 able to 
pive eternal life to them ti:at obey 
m, 
Xl. 


* Bleſſed be thy name, who haſt in- 
you my heart with theſe holy de- 
res ; and wrought theſe purpoſes 
and reſolutions in me. It 1s an ear- 
neſt, I hope, of thy never failing love 
towards me; in-aſſurance of which 
I repoſe my ſelf with full ſatisfa&tion 
of heart. Yea, this is my joy and 


my glory, that I know thee ; and that : 
I live under the care of thy wiſe, - 
merciful . 


X 4 
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merciful, and almighty providence 
at preſent, and that I have the pr. 
mile of remiſſion of ſins, and of x 
crown of lite; whea the times of re: 

fſreſyment ſhall come from 
AQ. 3. 19, y preſence, and thou ſoalt 
ſead Teſws to conduet all 
the faithful to that glort 
ous place where he lives, 
Þſ-1. 103, 21, Thz is my ſatvation and 

all my deſire, Now that 
I ſee thy abundant love, O. heaven: 
ly Father, it ſufhceth, Rejoyce 
with me likewiſe, all ye Angels of 
God, according to the word of our 
Lord, that there is joy ia heaven ever 
one finner that repenteth, Bleſs tht 
Lora, ye heavenly hoits, ye miniters of 
his that a» his pleaſure, And, O that 
this joy may increaſe continually 
by my daily increaſe in all good: 
neſs, and the perfecting of my x 
pentance! till I come to be admitted 
into their company, and eter int 
the joy of my Lord, 
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2 Sam, 23. 5, 


Luk. 15, 7, 


—— 
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And I wiſh. the. ſame happineſs 
to all mankind, which I detire for 
my ſelf. It. will multiply my joy ts 
ſee all the people praile thee, O Cod, 
to ſee all .the. people praile thee. O 
make a joyful noiſe unto 
the Lord all.. ye lands, Plal.1ov. 1, 
Serve the Lord with glad- 96. 8, 9. 
neſs, and come before his 
preſence. with thankſgiving, Give un- 
to-the Lord, O ye kinadreads of the peo- 
ple , .give nnto the Lord glery and 
flrength. Give unto the Lord the 
zlory due unto his nam? bring an of- 
fering, and come. into his courts, O 
worſhip the Lord with--holy worſhip : 
fear before him all the earth. 

More - eſpecially, I delire. the 1n- 
creaſe of grace, mercy and .peace to 
thy choſen people : Beſeeching thee 
to. bleſs thy Univerlal Church, and 
to. fill the-hearts of all its members 
with thy love.; that they may reſt 

X.5 neither 
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neither day nor night, ſaying, Bleſ. 
ſed be God : Bleſſed be the glorious 
Majeſty of heaven and earth, whoſ: 
power , wiſdom and goodneſs ex: 
cel all praiſe, and endure for ever. 
And ariſe, O God, for the bin of 
the poor and the nee: 

Pal. 19. x8, det not the men of th 
earth always oppreſs them, 

MP Let the ſalvation of thy 
21, 13 people come out of thy he 


ly place, F 
Ma: Fe thou exalted 


I, in thy own Frength,and | 
will we ſing and praiſe thy 
7. 9. fower, Lord continue th 


loving kindneſs unto thiſe 
that know thee, and thy righteouſnt|; 
to men of upright heart, Let not the 
foot of pride come againit them * ani 


let not the hand of the wicked remove 
them, O let the wickedneſs of tht 
wicked come to an end : but eſtabliþ 
thou the juſt. 


Prote&, O Lord, and defend that [ 


part of thy Church which thou halt 
planted in. theſe Kingdoms, _ 
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and innumerable haye been thy mer- . 
cies to us : but, alas! we are a ftub- 
born and rebellious people 5 a people 
that ſet not our heart aright, and whoſe 


ſpirit hath not been ſtedfaſt with thee, 


And therefore thou . haſt - juſtly 
plagued us many ways : and we 
ſhould have but our deſerts, if thy 
hand ſhould -ſtill be ſtretched. our, 
tO puniſh rs ſeven times more for or 
ſins, Fut what is man. 

that thou fhoulaſt take aiſ- Plal, 78. 8, 
pleaſure at him. ? or what 

i 4 corruptible generation, 2 _ 8-34». 
that thou ſhouldeſt be ex- NE 
treamly angry with them * -r(@4, 79.8,9. 
For ia truth th:re is none 

among them but hath dealt 118. 25. 
wickedly :. and among the 

faithful there is none that hath ct 
done amiſs, Fat in this, O Lord, thy 
righteouſneſs and goodneſs ſhall be de- 
clared, if thou be merciful. to them 
which have not the confidence of good 
works, O be merciful unto us; be 
mercitul unto us, and do not utterly 
for-. 
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forſlake us. O remember not aoainfi 
ws former iniquities, and that we 
have ſo ſ90n forgot thy works, and the 
- xyonderful deliverances which thou 
n:ſt given us. Help ws, O God of our 
fairra'ton , for the glory of th 
name, and deliver ws and purye 
avay owr ſins for thy names ſake, 
Fill us with thy wildom from a- 
bove, that we may be heartily in 
tove with the Religion, which we 
profeſs : and preſerve us un it for & 
ver. Defeat the counſels of all its 
enemies.: and bring their wicked de- 
vices to nought. Unite us to each 
ether- 10 brotherly love: : and make 
us at peace among our ſelves. O [et 
peace. be wv ichin this Church : Let 
them preſber that love her, and ſeek h: 
v9d, Save now, I beſeech thee, O 
Toy : O Lord, I beſeech thee, ſend 
now profperity, And for that end in- 
due our Soveraign Lord, the, King, 
with all the gifts and (graces of thy 
holy Spirit. Hear the daily prayers 
of thy Church for him ; z/at he - 
Ai= 
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always ixcline to thy will, and walk in 
thy way : and Fuay to preſerve thy peo- 
ple committed to his charge, in wealth, 
peace and godlineſs., Enlighten all 
our Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, 
with true knowledge and under- 
ſtanding of thy Word ; and enable 
them both by their life and doctrine 
to ſet it forth, and ſhew it accord- 
ingly. Teach alt our Counſellors 
and Senators wiſdom: and give all 
our Magiſtrates courage and zeal, to 
execute Juſtice, and to maintain 
Truth. Vouchſafe to all thy people 
increaſe of grace, to hear thy word 
with meekneſs, and to receive it 
with pure and ſincere affe&tion, and 
to bring. forth the fruits of the ſpirit. 
Give them honeſt and good hearts, 
to honour and obey the King, and all 
that are put 1n authority under him; 
to ſubmit themlelves to all their 
Governours, Teachers, ſpiritual Pa- 
ſtors and Maſters ; to order them- 


. ſelves lowly 8 reverently to all their 


betters ; to be careful not to hurt one 
ano- 
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another by word or deed ; to be juſt 
and true in all their dealing ; to bear 
no malice nor hatred in their hearts; 
to preſerve themlclves to temperance, 
ſoberneſs and chaſtity ; not to covet 
one anothers goods ; but to learn 
and labour truly to get their own 
living, and to do their duty in that 
ſtate of life, unto which it hath 
pleaſed thee to call them. 

And, good Lord, ble(s the honeſt 
labours of all men among us , and 
crown them with good ſucceſs : E 
ſpecially of thoſe who have any 
work in hand, for the glory of thy 
name, the increaſc of Chriſtian pie- 
ty, and the peace of thy Church 

eward the bounty of all charitable 

erſons, either for the honour of Re 
Halen, or the relief of them that are 
in poverty. And make the bones 


which thou haſt broken to rejoyce. | 


Comfort all that are in a forrowtul 
condition : and bring them out of all 
their troubles. Send thy Angel to 
guide and preſerve thoie who are 1n 

jour: 


| 


journeys, upon their lawful occaſi- 
ons. Let them that go down into 
the deep, and do buſineſs upon the 
oreat WAtErs , oblerve thy provi- 
dence ; and praiſe thee for thy good- 
neſs, and for thy wonderful works 
for the children of men. Forgive 
all that have done me any evil: and 
requite the kindnels of thoſe who 
have done me any good. Let their 
ſouls abide in good, and 
their ſeed inherit theearth, 
Rejoyce the heart of all my Friends: 
and fulfil the petitions of all that 
have deſired my prayers. Let zone 
that wait on thee, O Lora, 

be aſhamed : let all they "vt 
that truſt in thee, ſay continually, the 
Lord be maznified, Save and deliver 
every one of #5, O Lord onr God, from 
the hands of our enemies, to give thayks 
wnto thy holy name, and to triumph in 
thy praiſe. Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of” our Lord Feſus Chriſt, from e- 
verlafting to everlafling ; and let all 
the people ſay, men. Praiſe the Lord. 


f 
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— 


” Fer this, if the ſpirits be tyred, it 

| will be fit to grve them ſome re- 
fſreſhment, And then it will be wer) 
profitable to read and weigh ſerioujy 
our Sauwiours Sermon on the e Mount, 
contained in the V. Th. and Fl. Chap 
ters of the Goſpel according to St. Mat: 
thew. And ſuch meditations may be 
enterſperſed. as are moſt ſutable to the 
perſons condition and occafions : With 
the addition of fome of the prayers 
foregoing, for KESOLUTION i 
well doing, or for the DIVINE 
GRACE; or for good SUC 
CESS n-axy buſineſs, or for Friend: 
that are TROUBLED IN 
MIND, or are in a lowg FOUR 
NEY, 8&c. And then conclude with 
the followine Prayer and Thaiks 


"EY" Ba 
LIVING: 


of Devotion. 


L 


T Molt humbly adore and- worthip 
1 thee, O Lord moſt high, the pot- 
{flor of heaven and earth: And ad- 
mire thy infinite love to mankind, 
whom thou haſt thought worth the 
expence of the bloud of thy dear 
Son, and the conduct and afhi{tance 
of the Holy Ghoſt , and- the Mini 
ſtry of Angels ( by whom: thou 
exerciſeſt a moſt watchful provi- 
dence over us) and ſo many gract- 
ous meſſages from heaven, wherein 
thou haſt plainly declared, that thou 
deſireſt to ſee us eternally happy, by 
being made partakers of a Divine 
Nature. When we ſeriouſly conſider 
thy glorious perfetions, and thy a- 
ſtoniſhing kindneſs towards us, we 
may juſtly wonder at our ſelves, 
that we ſhould ever refuſe to be con- 
formed to thy will ; nay , that we 
ſhould not be exceeding forward to 
Joyn our ſelves unto thee , in 
molt 
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molt hearty love and intire friend. 
ſhip with thee. I am amaze 


at the duine(s and ſtupidity of our | 


Nature ; that there thould need 
lo many intreaties and beleech- 
1ngs of us, to be {o happy. Ir is im- 
pollible to think of thee, and to pre 
ter any thing in our eſteem, and de 
fire and choice, and delight and joy, 
before thy favour and good will to 
wards us : who art fo able and þ 
delirous to beſtow the greateſt blils 
upon us. And therefore I molt earnelt- 
ly- beſeech thy goodneſs , that. to. all 
other mercies which I have begged 
of thee, thou wilt add this grace, to 
bring thy felf often to my remen: 
brance, and to poſſeſs my heart with 
a conſtant, ſerious and deep ſenſe of 
thy marvellous kindneſs ; 1n giving 
me liberty to chuſe fo great a good as 
thy ſelf, and in propounding to my 
will ſuch everlaſting happineſs ;.and 
in drawing me from thoſe way, 
which are contrary even to my peace 
and ſatisfaction here, by ſuch powet- 
ful motives to well doing, Il 
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II. 


Awaken, O Lord, awaken this 
ſenſe continually in my mind. Fa- 
ſten my thoughts upon thoſe unſeen, 
and eternal enjoyments. Make me 
tcel what an happinels it is Glove 
thee with all my heart; to cleave 
unto thee againſt all temptations 
which would allure or affright me 
from my duty ; to bleſs and praiſe 
thee with joyful lips ; to be kept in 
pertect peace and tranquillity, while 
my mind 1s ſtayed on thee; to be full 
and fatisfhed , and to deſire nothing 
more, but to live for ever in thy 
love. O make me more and more 
to conceive and remember, what an 
inhnite delight, thou the infinite 
good canſt pour forth into us; how 
highly our Lord Jeſus is dignibed 
and exalted ; and that thou haſt made 
bim moſt bleſſed for ever, 
and made him exceeding 


glad with thy countenance ; and that 
he 


Pſal. 21. 6, 
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he will bring all thy children unto 
his glory. Settle in my foul ſuch 
{ſtrong apprehenſions of theſe things; 
that they may puritie my heart more 
noe and provoke me t9 an un- 
wearied diligence in well doing, and 
make me endure haraſhip allo, if need 
be, a good ſonldier of Feſus Chritt, 
who "was made- perfect through ſuf- 
ferings, 


HH. 


And aſſiſt me eſpecially in theſe 
holy addreſſes to thee ; that cn 
tinuing initant in prayer , 1 may feel 
my heart lifted up more and more 
towards heaven , by ardent - breath 
ings after thee. And indue me like- 
wiſe with. ſuch a ſpirit of wiſdom, 
and ſuch- ſincerity of heart, that | 
may never be diſcouraged though | 
fall ſhort of the height of my de- 
fires: but I may always thankfully 
acknowledge thy grace, in what | 
have attained, and labour earneſtly to 
grow better , with a quiet, patient; 
even 
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even and ſteady mind. Preſerve 
in me an humble confidence , that 
thou wilt never ftorſake the work of 
thine own hands: And let that con- 
dence make me induſtrious , but 
nct ſlothful. And let thy holy Spirit 
blels and further my endeavours ; 
and a fervent defire and hearty good 
will preſs me forward ; and the 
plealures -of Religion mightily 1n- 
dear it to-me ; and the joy that thou 
haſt ſet betore me, make me run 
the way of thy commandments with 
an enlarged heart. And the nearer 
I come to the end of my race, may 
it pleaſe thy goodnels to preſent me 
with a clearer ſight of that Crown 
of Life , which our Lord hath pro- 
miſed ! Open tome more of the trea- 
lures of thy Kingdom; and fill me 
with a greater joy 1n hope of thy glo- 
ry: that ſo I may be willing #o be diſ- 
ſolved, and to be with Chrift, which is 


beſt of all. 
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I'V. 


And nyw, O Lord, what thanks 
ſhall I render unto thee for theſe ho- 
ly thoughts, delires and affections, 
which, by thy grace, I feel in my 
heart : together with all the other 
Lenefits, which thou haſt beſtowed 
on me, or intendeſt for me. Great 
and marvellous things, O God, haſt 
thou wrought for the children of 
men : and thou haſt promiled far 

reater, if we will but be truly grate 
tul unto thee, for what we have al- 
ready received. Thou ſendeſt one 
bleſſing, as the earneſt of another: 
having given thy Son to us, that he 
might give us thy holy Spirit; and 
given lum to dye for us, that he 
might give us life. Thou granteſt 
to us thy grace, that we may repent: 
and thou giveſt repentance , that 
thou mayſt give us pardon : and 
thou ——_— our ſins, that we may 
be thy childrea ; and being - 
chit 
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children thou deſigneſt to make us 
thy heirs together with our bleſ- 


{ed Saviour. Thou giveſt us tempo- 


ral bleſſings, that we may thirſt 
after ſpiritual : and thou filleſt us 
with ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, 
that we may long for the accom- 
pliſhment of them in immortal life. 
There is none can declare the good- 
neſs of the Lord. We belt declare 
our ſenſe of it, when we thankfully 
receive it 3 and become as good as 
thou wouldft have us, and 1inableſt us 
to be. And how great, how free is 
that goodneſs, which is moſt of all 
pleaſed when we are happy! and 
elteems our doing our ſelves good, 
with thy grace and favour, the re- 
turn that we ſhould make to thy 
bounty ! Thou doſt us good before 
we ak ; and thou givelt liberally 
unto us, that thou mayſt move us 
to ack more. Thou intreateſt us 
when we are unwilling : thou be- 


leecheſt us, that we would let thee 


bleſs us, and not put impediments 
in 


480 A large Form 
in the way of our own happineſ;: 
thou pittielt us, when we have ng 
compaſhon for our lelves; and ar 
{till careful of us, when we trifle a. 
way the richeſt mercies. 


YT, 


'O the excecdihg riches of thy 
grace to the children of men ! who 
can number all thy mercies? and 
who can underſtand the greatneſs 
thoſe , of which we-make mention? 
It is eaſier to ſpeak of them, than to 
be affected with the multitude and 
turpaſſing value of them : and we 
can ſooner be affeted with them, 
than do any thing worthy ſuch ex 
cellent love. Our Praiſes and Thank|: 
givings conſiſt too much in words, 
tranſient admirations, and fudden 
paſſions. O that I had fuch'a fer: 
ous, ſuch a conſiderate heatt , as to 
return unto thee, the conſtant, unt 
form and chearful obedicnce of 
godly life ! By which, T ktwy, I ſhall 
not 
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not only moſt praiſe and glorifie 
thee, but do the greateſt benefit to 
my {clf. And whenlT have done all 
that I can, I will acknowledge my 
ſelf an unprofitable jervant, that hath 
done no more, than was his duty to 
do. I will eſtzem all my goodneſs, 
to be the fruit of thy great good- 
nels to me. And I will rejoyce in 
this, that thou art formed in me, and 
that I am made like unto the Son 
of thy love ; and that I have hopes 
through thy abundant and unde- 
ſerved mercy to live with him in his 
heavenly Kingdom. VVhich I be- 
ſkeech thee haſten, to the eter- 
nal joy of all thoſe that love hes 
appearing. Amen, Amen. Lot thy 
kinadom-come ; thar I may ſee the good 
vj thy choſen, and glory with thine in- 
heritance: and we may all with u- 
nited hearts and afteQions, render 
our thanks unto thee, and fing thy 
everlaſting praiſes. 


- The grace of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
Y and 


24 $2 A Prayer i#:LLent. 
and the love of God, and the communi. 
cation of the holy Ghoſt, be with. me, 
and with all thy people every where, 

: both now and always. /men. 


F 
 ——— 
CA ——o—s 


A Prayer in.Lent, or «pon 4ny publick 
Faſt, 


| Moſt glorious God ; who ar 
() from everlaſting to everlaſt 
ing blefled in-thy felt ; and who 
lone .canſt fatisfie the hungry ſoul, 

and fillefſt the humble with good 
things. In a ſerious ſenſe of my own 
-emptinels and thy fulneſs, of my 
greatmeeds, and thy bounty and rex 
-dineſs to beſtow thy benetits, 1 caſt 
cown my ſelf before thee ; worſhip 

ing and adoring thine incomprehenl+ 

ble perfec&tions, with a great fear of tly 

Almighty Majeſty, and an humble 
hope 1n thine infinite goodnels, and 
:an hearty love tothy pany & righte- 
.oulneſs, and intire ſubmiſſion to I, 
Y 


or «upon # Falling day, 4833 
holy Will : believing thy gracious 
promiles, deſiring to be guided by thy 
wiſdom, depending on thy provi- 
dence , bleiſhing and praifing thee 
for thy unſpeakable mercies to me, 
and earneſtly beſeeching rhe conti- 
nuance of them ; with a continued 
ſenſe in my heart of thy abundant 
goodnels to me, and to all thy crea- 
tures, and of thoſe duties which I 
owe to thee, and to all men. 


IL 


I moſt ſorrowfully bewail my care- 
leſneſs, O Lord, that I have had 
ſo ſeldom, or fo ſhort, or fo cold and 
little affe&ting, thoughts of thee : and 
that I have performed theſe a&ts of 
worſhip and adoration , of fear and 
reverence, of faith and love, of ſub- 
miſſion and reſignation, of ſupplica- 
tion and thankſgiving , with fo lit- 
tle intention and earneſtneſs of mind, 
with ſo little zeal and fervency 
of affection, and with fo little hu- 

-Y 2 mility 


4384 A Prayer in Lent, 
mility-and proſtration of ſpirit, No 
thing, O my God,.1s of lo bitter re- 
membrance to my thoughts, nothing 
is ſuch a load to my heart, as that.l 
have loved the world, at any time, 
more than thee ; and purſued with 
greater eagernels the poſſeſſions, and 
pleaſures, and honours of a. dying 
life, than the glory and treaſures of 
thy. Kingdom, the joy and happinels 
of eternal endurance. It grieves 
me to think that I have, at any time, 
{} coldly entertained the glad ty- 
. dings of ſalvation, fo liſtleſly em 
braced the-loving 1nvitations-of my 
dear Saviour ; 1o negligently im- 
proved the helps and aſliſtances of 
the holy Spirit of Grace, and fo 
faintly ſought , I ſorrowfully again 
acknowledge , that glory , honour 
and immortality which Chrift hath 
brought to light by his Goſpel. How 
little have | been wounded with the 
«dying and bleeding of-thine only 
«begotten Son for my fake! How lit- 
*zle concern'd ſometimes in thus 
paſſionate 


or upoz a Faſting day, 485 
paſſionate deſires of the happineſs of 
mankind ! How little melted with 
the ardent flames of his incompara- 
ble love! How little moved or per- 
ſwaded with - his importunate in+ 
treaties! How incompliant with his 
inſpirations, diſobedient to his com- 
mands, and infen{ible of his- pre- 
cious promiſes, and fearful threat» 
nings ! 


III, 


I have praiſed thee, alas! but {ct- 
dom or ſlightly , for ſo glorious an -- 
example, as he hath left us, of an ho- 
ly life ; for the effects and fruits of 
his paſſion, and interceſſion; and tor 
the power which he hath obtained 
at: thy right hand. And lother 
have I, too often, been to imitate his 
life, and to imploy that power which 
he hath ſent me from -heaven , : to - 
bring my heart to a conformity 
with his pattern, How often have I 
received thy good creatures without 
ſuch ſerious and hearty. . thanks 

T9 g1vings 
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givings for them, as they deſerye! 
and taſted their ſweetnefs, with lit- 
tle lenie of thee, or delight in thee, 
who art the fountain of all bliſs! 
How folhcitous have I been to 
p:eale men, and obtain the good 0- 
pinion and praiſe of others ; rather 
than to pleale thee, and to do thy 
commanaments , the praiſe of which 
enaxreth for ever ! O the little en 
vyings that have been in my heart 
ar my Brethrens greater proſperity! 
and my optneſs tt» Le angry and 
pecviih, to.entertain ſulpiciuns eaſt 
ly, to make wrcng or unkind in- 
terpretations, to aggravate offences, 
and to keep too long a ſenſe of in- 
juries! IT hate my felt even for theſe 
things. O how vile then and odious 
are all. thoſe ſins of injuſtice, or 
unmercifulneſs, of which I may have 
been guilty ! 
IV. 


Be merciful unto me, O Lord, be 


merciful unto me; through the wn 
0 
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of that ſpotleſs Lamb, which was - 
ſhed for the ſins of the world.* Re- 
member not againſt . me the vanity 
of my thoughts, the errors and m1- 
ſtakes of my judgement , the. pride 
of my ſpirit, the greedineſs ut my 
ſenſual deſires , the violence- and 
diforder of any of my paſſions, the 
unrulineſs of my- tongue, the incon- 
ſtancy of my purpoſes, or- the baſe- 
neſs and unworthineſs of any of my-. 
ends and intentions. O Holy Go, 
and mercitu! Father, enter nut into -- 
judgement with me for the © mil- 
penſe of my precious time , for -ler- 
ting ſlip any good opportunities, or - 
for-my il} husbanding the many Ta- 
lents, which thou haſt intruſted me 
withal. Let not the abule of any 
of thy *creatures, the all - example - 
that T have civen to any. of m 

Neighbours . my unthankfulneſs for 
a world of mercies, my inoblervance 
or forgetfulnels of thy fatherly pro- 
vidences, and my inlſenfibleneſs of 
others milexies, be charged upon - 
Y 4 me... 
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me at the day of our Lord, or incenſ: 
thy ſevere diſpleaſure againſt me in 
this preſent life. O remember not 
my 1mmoderate ſorrow for worldly 
lolles ; my exceſſive pleaſure in the 
abundance of any worldly enjoy- 
ments ; the deadnels of my grief, 
and the ſcarcity of my tears, for my 
own fins, and the {ins of others; 
and the heartleſne!s of my joys in 
thee and in thy Son Chriſt, and tor all 
the good thou haſt done to me and 
to my Brethren, or which they do 
for thy honour, and the comfort 
of thy people. Let not any diſcon- 
ent with my condition , provoke 
thee to make 1t worſe : nor my wait 
of love to thee, deprive me of the 
love of others : nor the breach 
any of my reſolutions, be puniſhed 
with an indifferency and careleſnels 
of ſpirit : nor the abule of any of 
thy bleſſings, or unthankfulneſs for 
them, move thine offended good- 
neſs to ſtrip me naked of them. 


V. 


— 
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V. 


But, gracious Lord, ſo pardon me, 
as to give me the grace of thy holy 
Spirit to change and renew me 
throughout , 1n ipirit , foul and bo- 
dy, and to enable me. daily to a- 
mend my life according to oy holy 
word, _ That's the hearty deſire and 
purpoſe of my ſoul; which longs for 
nuthing more than a power from 
above, to poſſeſs me with more ſtea- 
dy and affectionate thoughts of thee ; 
and to fill me with a more inflamed 
love to thee, and toall my Brethren ; 
and to diſpoſe my will to reſign it 
ſelf in all things to thee, and > hy 
fully to comply with thy providence, 
and. zealouſly to imploy all holy 
opportunities of doing or receiving 
good. O God, deny me not this 
great grace, though unworthy of the 
leaſt ; but ſtrengthen me with might 
by thy Spirit in the inner man, Let 
it teach and dire&t me in the right 

34 way 3 
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way ; let it aſtiit me to walk in it; 
let it conſtantly incourage my pro- 
grels ; _— and retreſhing me 
when I am ready to faint, upholding 
me. when I am ready to fall, reco- 
vering me_when I flip, enabling 
me. with fervent deſires to im- 
plore thy mercy, and with re- 
ſolved watchfulnels to ſtrengthen 
my ſelf againſt' all temptations for 
the time to come. 


V. I. 


Preſerve in me ſuch a ſerious and 


deep ſenſe of the worth of my foul, 
of the weight of all eternity, of the 
certainty and greatneſs of the glory 
which thall be. revealed , that they 
may prevail more with me than all 
the honours, and riches, and plex- 
ſures of thts life. Prepoſlels me 
witlr a clear. underſtanding of the 
G»ſpel of our Saviour, with a ſtrong 
faith, a fervent charity, and a lively 


hope., againſt all other things that 
| preds 


———_ 
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preſs upon me; and lollicite my affe- 
ions : that ſonothing may find ad- 
mittance into my heart, but what 
ſhall fubmit to thy laws, and live 
under the government and diſcipline - 
of our Lord Jeſus. Inftrut me how 
to. make all my pleaſures diſcreet, 
moderate .and. uſeful to me-; that 
they may never take up the” beſt of 
my time, nor devour the ſtrength of 
my mind. Teach me to uſe the 
riches of this world aright, and todo 
good to my ſelf and others with 
them. Difpole me to -look -upon 
greatnels-or honours; but as greater 
opportunities. to do thee more ho- 
nour, and -the world more-ſervice. 
Moderate all -my paſſions, and ſub- 
due them perfe&ly to the obedience 
of .Reaſon and Religion: O that all 
my converſation with others may be 
innocent and profitable.: and my 
private retirements. more. devout 
and heavenly :. and all my imploy- 
ments- without inordinate carcs and 
fears, or any diſtruſt of thy good 
pove 
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providence. Help me to look u 

on long life as defirable , only that 
I may have more time to root out 
perfectly all evil habits and difpoſiti- 
ons, to implant and increale all Di: 
vine Vertues, & to do the more good; 
that I may be better fitted for an hap- 
Py lite, world without end. Amer. 


— — 


The ſame Prayer may be uſed in time 
of any publick calamity : and ſome 
of” theſe following prayers added, as 


there [ball be occaſion, 


| ——— 


AP raer zz time of Plague, 


Reat and many, O Lord, are the | 
ins whereby we have pro- | 


voked thee 1n theie Kingdoms, to 
ſend all thy fore judgements upon us; 
#he ſword, the famize, and the peiti- 
lence,” to cut off from them man and 
beaff, It is only of thine infinite 
mercies, that we are not utterly 
conſumed, and becauſe thy _ 
10n$ 
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fions fail not. Bleſſed be thy good- 
nels, that we are not yet delivered 
into the hand of thoſe that hate us; 
but only corrected by thy own hand, 
who art the Father of mercies. To 
them we flee now in our great di- 
ſtreſs: and beſeech thee,that thou wilt 
not ſhut up the bowels of thy tender 
mercy and compaſſion towards us, in 
diſpleaſure. But puniſh us, that thou 
maiſt pardon us, and amend-us, and 
make us a more devout, ſober, righte- 
ous, and charitable people, zealous of 
good works. Say to thy deſtroy- 
ing Angel , Hold thy hand, it is e- 
nough. Or it thou art pleaſed to 
have it ſtill ſtretched our againſt us, 
give grace to us who are yet in 
health to ſpend our time in exa- 
mining our hearts and lives; in be- 
wailing our offences -; in ſetling our 
purpoles of repentance and new 0- 
bedience ; in 1nuring our ſelves to 
delight in Prayer and holy Medita- 
tion ; 1n giving thanks to thee for 
thy mercitul preſervation of us; in 
pre- 
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preparing- our ſelves for whatſoever 
change thou art pleaſed to make in 
our condition. ; and in doing good 
with compaſſionate hearts, to thok 
poor people, that Iye under thy hex 
vy vilitation. And graciouſly vouch 
ſafe to beſtow upon them intire px 
tience and {ubmiſtion to-thy Wil: 
and enable them, with unfeigned re 
pentance and humble hope in thy 
mercy , to. relign themſelves and 
theirs into thy hands ; that how- 
ſoever thou ſhalt diſpoſe of any 


us, living or dying we may be the | 


Lords. 


Lord have mercy upon ws all, fy 


Feſws, Chriſt his ſake, Amen. 


— 


In time of War, 
God, who haſt juſtly puniſhed 


our carnal ſecurity, and abuſe 
of that peace and quietneſs whuch 


Wwe 


—_ 
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we have enjoyed, by making us hear 
the ſound of the trumpet , and the a>. 
larm of war ; be merciful unto us, I 
moſt- humbly befeech. thee-: and a- 
waken every one of our ſouls there- 
by, to ſearch and try our ways, and 
to turn unto. thee, by a timely re- 
pentance and-.. amendment- of our 
lives. Though we delerve.to be cut 
off by the (word, whichis untheathcd 
as. 4 fooliſh people that 

have not known thee ; ſot» Jer. 4. 22+ 
tiſh children, that have no oe) 2. 19, 


| underſtanding ; who are 


wiſe to do evil,: but to. do good have no 
knowledge : yet ſpare us ,. good Loyd, 
ſpare thy people, and give not thy heri- 
tage to. reproach, O- thou God of 
peace-, who. didſt ſend thy own 
Son among thine enemies, to make 
reconciliation between loſt men and 
thy ſelf; inſpire our hearts, and the 
hearts of all thoſe with whom we 
are at difference, with- a love of 
peace : and incline us to. hearken 
and conſent to. reaſonable terms -of.” 
rC- 
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reconciliation. And for that eng 
root cut of every one of our mind; 
and hearts , all pride and ambition: 
all 1nordinate delire of greatneſs and 
dominion ; all covetouſne(s, and 
greedinels of wealth ; all falſe opi- 
nions , prejudices , and miſappre- 
henſions ; all anger, paſſion , and 
cauſele(s jealouſies ; and eſpecially 
all. ſtudy, of revenge; all rancour, 
and bitterneſs ; all hatred and mx 
lice ; with whatſoever elſe is con- 
trary to the Doctrine and Spirit of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Poſleſs us 
with the Spirit of Truth, and love, 
and brotherly affection. Make us 
tender-heartcd , and to have com- 
paſſion one towards another ; to tv- 


dy to be peace-makers; to pray for | 


peace; to {cek thole things which will 
make for peace ; and not only to 
ſeek after it, but to purſue it, to the 
utmoſt of our power. Dire to 
thole expedients which will hap 
pily unite, and tye us faſt together, 
Or it theſe miſerable differences con- 
tinue 


ts td 
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tinue, and cannot utherwiſe be com- 
poled , go forth, O Lord, with our 
hoſts : give wiſdom and valour to 
our leaders; reſolution and un- 
daunted courage to our ſouldiers, 
and good ſucceſs to all thoſe enter- 
priſes which are undertaken for the 
common good and fatety of theie 
Kingdoms. O God, let ws fall :t» 
thy hands , for thy mercies are great : 
but wot into the hands of men , when 
they .are wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. 
And if thou art plealed to crown 
us with victory, give. us grace to uſe 
it with moderation, juſtice and, cha- 
rity. O that we may overcome 
likewiſe all temptations to bold and 
preſumptuous continuance 1n Our 
lins againſt thee : and be ſubdued 
by thy favour towards us, to a ſerious 
ſtudy and care, how to /ead 4 peace- 
able life in all godlineſs and honeſty ; 
for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus,the Prince 
of Peace. Vyhoſe grace be with us 
all. Amen. 


Is 
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I time of Sycarcity, 
() God, who turneſt a fruitful 


land into barrenneſs, for the 
wickedneſs of them that d rell there. 
#2 ; pour down upon the ſinful in- 
habitants of theſe Iſlands , a ſerious 
fenſe of their own undeſervings,and 
of thy righteous judgements, which 
thou haſt ſent upon them. That 
they may humble themlelves before 
thee, and repent of their wanton- 
neſs and riot, of their feaſting then 
felves without fear, and hardning 
their hearts againſt the cries of the 
poor, of their diſcontent and re- 
pining in the mid(t of plenty, and 
their loathing the divine food 
of their fouls ; which thou haſt 


juſtly puniſhed with ſcarcity of | 


bread in all places. Make us aſha- 
med, O Lord, and heartily ſorry for 
theſe and all other our offences a 


gaink 
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rainſt thy Divine Majeſty, And as 
21 earneſt of better obedience for 


the time to come, diſpole the hearts 
of thoſe who are afflicted, to ſub- 
mit with meekneſs to thy puniſh- 
ment : and preſerve them from all 
murmuring at thy wile providence. 
Open the hearts likewiſe of thoſe 
who are rich, toſhow mercy to them, 
and comfort them in their mileries.. 
The greater ſtores of proviſion any 
have treaſured up, againſt this time 
of want ; encline them {o- much the 
more to conſider the poor and 
needy, and fear to oppreſs them. 
Enlarge their hearts in more abuny 
dant charity, by the advantage they 
make of this preſent Scarcity. And 
when thou ſhalt have turned it into 
plenty again , Lord, make us all 
truly thankful, and ſoberly to uſe thy 
bleſſings , and to- bring forth plen- 


| tifully the fruit of good living , to 


the honour and praile of thy Name, 
and the eternal happineſs of our 
louls. and bodies, in that world 
where 
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In time of Sycarcity, 
() God, who turneſt 4 fruitful 


land into barrenneſs, for the 
wickedneſs of them that d rell there. 
2 ; pour down upon the ſinful in- 
habitants of theſe Iſlands , a ſerious 
tenſe of their own undelervings,and 
of thy righteous judgements, which 
thou haſt ſent upon them. That 
they may humble themſelves before 
thee, and repent of their wanton- 
neſs and riot, of their feaſting then» 
felves without fear, and hardning 
their hearts againſt the cries of the 
poor, of their diſcontent and re- 
pining in the midſt of plenty, and 
their loathing the divine food 


of their fouls ; which thou haft 


juſtly puniſhed with ſcarcity of | 


bread in all places. Make us aſha- 
med, O Lord, and heartily ſorry for 


theſe and all other our offences 4 
h gainſ 
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rainſt thy Divine Majeſty. And as 
22 earneſt of better obedience for 
the time to come, diſpole the hearts 


of. thoſe who are afflicted, to ſub- 
mit with meekneſs to thy puniſh- 
ment : and preſerve them from all 
murmuring at thy wile providence. 
Open the hearts likewiſe of thole 
who are rich, to ſhow mercy to them, 
and comfort them in their mileries.. 
The greater ſtores of proviſion any 
have treaſurcd up, againſt this time 
of want ; encline them {o- much the 
more to conſider the poor and 
needy, and fear to opprels them. 
Enlarge their hearts in more abun 
dant charity, by the advantage they 
make of this preſent Scarcity. And 
when thou ſhalt have turned it into 
plenty again , Lord , make us all 
truly thankful, and ſoberly to uſe thy 
bleſſings , and to- bring forth plen- 


| tifully the fruit of good living, to 


the honour and praile of thy Name, 
and the eternal happineſs of our 
louls and bodies, in that world 
where 


goo JAThankſgiving for any publich 


where there is no want, but ful. 
nels of joy for evermore. Ames. 


— 


A Thankſgiving for any publick » 


private mercies, 


God moſt high , and bleſſed 

for evermore : who haſt be- 
{towed upon us the happinels to 
know ard underſtand thee, that 
thou art the Lord of all, and that 
thou exerciſe; lowing 
Jer. 9. 24, kindneſs, judgement and 
righteouſneſs in the earth , and that 
thou haſt ſaid, 7 theſe things thou 
delighteſt, Thou art to be worſhip 
ped and adored with my continual 
praiſes and thankſgivings, who am 
here proſtrated betore the Throne 
of thy Grace , oppreſſed with the 
great load of thy mercies and bene- 
fits, which call upon all that is with: 
in me to bleſs thy . holy Name. 1 
have often acknowledged that thou 
art 
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art the Author of my being ; and 
that it is thy favour which hath 
made my lite not to be a burden to 
me, as-1it might have been by -1nnu- 
merable miſeries. And now I hear- 
tily renew thole acknowledgements ; 
and thank thy great goodnels for 
my long continued health , eaſe , 
peace and plenty ;-or that thou haſt 
mercifully relieved and ſupported 
me, in any ſicknels, -pain, trouble, 
or lols of worldly -goods that hath 
befala me. Particularly I thank 
thee for thy late bleſhngs which thou 
haſt conferred upon me, notwith- 
ſtanding my undeſervings, and high 
provocations , which I have any 
way given thy divine Majeſty, to-de- 
prive me of all good things. 


[ Here mention the particulars in 
which '\you are privately con- 
cern'd: and if it be the publick 
mercy of ceaſing a great Contagi- 
on, proceed ths. | 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be thy goodneſs , whicl 
hath preſerved ſo many of us alive 
'1n the midſt of a great mortality; 
and hath reſtored health again into 
the habitations of our Neighbours, 
Bleſſed be thy ſparing mercy which 
hath delivered ws from the notſome þe- 
wy ſtilence ; and when a ths 

, Ole 2 Jo 

ſand fell at our fide, ani 
ten thouſand at our right hand, didi 
not ſuffer it to come nigh our awelling, 
Thou haſt been our refuge, and wn 
fortreſs, our God, in whom we ought t 


truſt for ever. 


ſ After a War is ended , ſome ſuch 
words as theſe may be added.] 


If it had not been the Lord wh 
Was 08 Or fide , may W 
all well ſay, if it had it 
been the Lord who was 
our fiae, when men roſes 
29. %'n, againſt #3 : Then they hat 
ſwallowed us up quith 

whe 
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65. 7. 
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when their wrath was kinaled againſt 
us, Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath 
not fink us as 4 prey to their teeth. 


Ity;| Bleſſed be the Lord , who hath cauſed 


wars to ceaſe ** and made Our enemies 


| to be at peace with us. It is the Lora, 


that Ftilleth the noiſe of the Seas, the 
miſe of their waves, and the tumult 
of the people. The Lord = #rength 
to his people : the Lord bleſſeth his peo- 
ple with peace, 


[ When Plenty is reſtored, fay 


Thou haſt wiſited the earth and 
bleſſed it ; thou haſt made 
it very plenteoms. Thou = Pſal, 65. 9,12» 
crowned the year with thy 
goodneſs ; and thy clouds 
have aropt fatneſs, Thou 
ha#t bleſſed our proviſion Joel 2. 23. 
abundantly, and ſatisfied 
our poor again with bread. Bleſſed 
be the Lord, who hath cauſed the for- 
mer and latter rain to come down for 
* in their ſeaſon; and filled ws with 

the 


132. 15. 


147. 14+ 
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the finest of the wheat. Ie eat in plen- 
ty and are ſatufied: Praiſed be the 
name of the Lord our God, that hath 
dealt wonaronſly with ws. 


But above all, thy great and glori- 


ous name 15 to be prailed, tor thine 
incomprehenſible mercy 1n thy Son 
Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent unto us 
with better bleſſings ; to be the Me 
diator of our pcace with thee, to 
heal all the diſeaſes of our ſinful nx 
tures, and to deliver us from the 
power of Satan, and of Hell and 
Death, and to reſtore us to an in 
mortal life. Thanks be to thine in- 
tnite goodnels, which hath taught 
us by lum the way of truth and 
righteoulnels ; and made him an of 
fering for our fins; and raiſed him 
from the dead , to the Throne of Glo 
ry in the heavens; and ſent from 
thence the -holy Spirit, to-enlighten 
our minds with the whole know- 
ledge of thy will, and to ſhed + 
broad thy great love 1n our —_ 
all 
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and to be the earnelt of an heavenly 
inheritance , together with our 
bleſſed Lord ; who is Heir. of all 
things, having the Holts of Angels 
ſubject unto hum, whom he hath a 

pointed (bleſſed be thy Name) for 
the guard and defence , the ſuccour 
and help of all his faithful ſervants. I 
thank thee, O Lord, that thou haſt 
pardoned {o many offences; & {o gra- 
cioully importuned me to return to 
my duty ; and afforded (o long time 
and ſpace of repentance ; and wait- 
cd lo patiently tor my amendment ; 
and continued to me conltantly, as 
I muſt again confels,lo many blelings 
which I have abuled, or reſtored 
them to me after a ſhort correction 
of my faults. I cannot with tor any 
turther happineſs, but only for an 
heart gratetully to relent thy love, 
and to delight to meditate continu- 
ally on thy tender mercies ; that 10 
I may love thee more, and thank and 
ſerve thee better the reſt of my days, 
and live in good hope to pals _ | 
a 
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all this happineſs here to eternal 
bliſs. And this grace thou haſt like 
wile promiſed to beſtow upon me; 
yea, I feel the motions of thy holy 
- Spirit in my heart , exciting 1n me x 
ſenſe of thy goodneſs, and pro- 
voking me to love and to good 
works. 

O my ſoul, never forget the loving 
kindnels of the Lord. «Let his name 
be daily-bleſſed and praiſed with x 
joyful heart ; for hi 
goodneſs endnreth conts 
ally, To him1 ought to live, and 
*not-unto my ſelf; for he is my Cres 
.tor, 'and Saviour , and Comforter, 
who-daily loadeth me with his be- 
*nefits. Therefore I ought to glorike 
'him , 'both with my body and 
with my ſpirit, which are his, Ac 
«cept, good Lord, of the unfeigr 
ed defires and Ppurpoles , whuch 
thou ſeeſt in my heart, in all things 
'to be conformed to thy Will. And 
:accordingly affift me always with 
*the renewed influences of thy hee 
yenly 


Plal., 52. I. 
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venly grace, that I may grow in ſpi- 
ritual wiſdom and knowledge of my 
duty ; and that I may hearuly love it, 
and faithfully remember it, and give 
all diligence to perform it, notwith- 
ſtanding any difticulties that I meet 
withal to oppoſe it. Inable me to 
maintain a conſtant ſenſe of thy di- 
vine preſence, to reverence thy ho- 
ly Name and Word, and to walk 
before thee in all humility , thank- 
fulneſs, patience, heavenly minded- 
nels, and contentedne(s of ſpirit. 
And help me likewiſe to exercile all 
juſtice, charity, meekneſs, and for- 
givenels towards all men: and to 
live 1n a ſober, chaſte and moderate 
uſe of all the good things of this 
world, Let thy fear always curb 
the diſorders of, my paſſions ; and 
thy love be a ſpur to my indeavours ; 
and the example of the Lord Jeſus, 
and all the Saints provoke me to 
zeal and fervency of ſpirit; and the 
hope of eternal blils ſtrengthen, 
incourage and make me conſtant in 
Z 2 all 
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all- fhe troubles :and hardſhips of this 
life : that perſcvering in well doing, 
I may finiſh my courle with joy, and 
win -the Crown of Rightcouineſs, 
which he hath promilcd to all the 
faithful. Amen, {men. 


Aſſiſt me mercifully, O Lord, in 
theſe my Supplications and Pray- 
crs , and dilpole the way of thy 
ſervant, towards the attainment 
of everlaiting ſalvation ; that 
among all the changes and 

l| chances of this mortal lite, I may 

| ever be defended by thy molt 
gracious and ready help, through 
| Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ames, 


A ſhort Prayer for a Student, 


I Look up-unto thee, O Lord, from 


whom cometh every good and per- 


{ett yift , beſeeching thee to direc, 
raffiſt and bleſs all the labours of my 


| \ find. Illuminate my underſtand 
i 1g, 
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ing, O Father of lights, and lead 
me unto right apprehenſions in all 
things. Indue me with that humuli- 
v and ſoberneſls of mind, which 
thou delighteit to reward, with more 
of thy gifts and graces. Beſtow 
upon . me a diſcerning ſpirit ; a 
ſound judgement ; and an . honeſt 
and good heart, ſincerely diſpoſed 
to imploy all the Talents which thou 
haſt, or ſhalt intruſt me withal, to thy 
honour and glory , and to the. good 
of mankind. 

For which end, I beleech thee to 
excite my thirſt after uſeful, rather 
than much knowledge. And eſpeci- 
ally inrich me with-the treaſures of 
that inſpired wiſdom, contained in 
thy holy Scriptures ; which are able 
to make me wiſe unto ſalvation. That. 
growing in underſtanding and good- 
neſs, as I grow in-years ; my pro- 
fiting may be apparent unto all men: 
and I may give a comfortable ac- 
count of my time to thee, my God, 


at the day of the Lord Jeſus. . Amer. 
ZL 3 A 
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A Prayer that- may be uſed, any time of 
the diy, when a perſon hath leiſure 
fo retire. 


Lord, the great Creator and 

Governor ot all things ; I pro- 
ftrate my felt before thee, in the 
humbleſt adoration of thy incompre 
henſible Majeſty : acknowledging 
that I depend tntirely upon thee; 
praiſing and magnifying thy moſt 
giorious Power, Wiſdom and Good: 
nels, which are conſpicuous every 
where ; and rendring unto thee my 
moſt hearty thanks for all the bene 
hts, which thou haſt fo freely and 
undelervedly conferred on me. Thou 
art bountiful ro the whole work: 
All thy Works praiſe thee; and we 
the children of men ought more par- 
ticularly to 'bleſs thee and ſpeak 
good of thy Name, who have re 
ceived fingulat marks and tokens of 
thy favour & grace, above all the = | 
0 


ny Wye 


any time of" the day. GLE. 
of our fellow! creatures. Thou haſt 
made us after thine own Image ; and {] 
indued us with reaſonable and im-.- 
mortal ſpirits ; and given us a capa- 
city to refle&t on thee the author of. 
our being, and to be like unto thee 
in widom, holineſs, goodneſs-and : 
truth. But above all I ought to-re- -- 
member continually that. great de- - 
monſtration of thy love, in-{ending_ 
thy dear Son to live among, us , to 
dye for us, and to give.us an aſſured + 
hope of immortal lite. 

I love thee, O Lord. 1 renew the 
oblation;; whieh I-have often. made 
of my ſoul and body to thee. I waijr 
upon thee {till, tor what thou ſeeſt 
good-tor both. I hope 1n thy ever- - 
lafting mercies, that thou wilt par- 
don all my forgetfulneſs of thee, and - 
ingratitude unto thee. And I'mot - 
earneſtly implore . the grace. of thy 
holy Spirit, to preſerve in my-mind, 
a powerful ſenſe of thee ; an ar- 
dent love to thee; and an = Care 
to pleale and obey thee inall things. 


L 4 That... - 


FI2. A Prayer, at 
That the very ſame mind and (pirir 
may be in me, which was 1n Chriſt 
Jelus our Lord ; the Spirit of wif- 
dom and underſtanding , and the 
fear of thee 3 the ipirit of meek: 
nels, lwumility , purity and charity: 
and that I may do thy will with ſuch 
chearfulneſs, zeal , confrancy , patr 
ence and perſeverance, as he did. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for all 
helps and aſfiſtances of that good 
Spirit , which thou haſt already fa- 
voured me withal, That thou haſt 
{o frequently made good motions to 
my foul ; inſpired me with holy 
thoughts, and devout affetions ; and 
inclined and diſpoſed my will, many 
ways, to the choice of that which 1s 
good. I thank thee for the many 
{ealonable admonitions which thou 
haſt given me, for the happy oppor- 


tunities which have been afforded 


me , for wiſdom and vertue ; for a | 


— 


good education , pious examples, | 


faithful friends, and all other fur 
therances in the way of ſalvation. 


r 
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I remember likewiſe,with my moſt 
grateful acknowledgements, what a- 
bundance of good things thou haſt 
beſtowed on me, from time to time, 
for my better accommodation in this 
preſent life. Bleſſed be thy name 
for my continued health, and food, 
and raiment. Bleſſed be thy name 
that my bones are not broken ; that 
I am not groaning under the foreſt 
pains; that I dwell in ſafety night 
and day ; and that I ſtill ſee my 
friends and acquaintance, and many 
other comforts round about me. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for theſe; 
and. all bleſſings, whatſoever , thar 
thou haſt conveyed to-me - by the 
Miniſtry of thy holy Angels ;. unto 
whom thou halt given the.charge of 
me. .O bleſs the Lord, together with 
me, ye his Anzels which excel in 
#treneth , that do hu commandments, 
hearkening to the woice of his word, And 
enable me-every day, I moſt humbly 
beleech thee, - O Father of -mercies, 
to bleſs thee better ; with a purer 
' AR, : heart, 
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heart, and. a more lively ſenſe of all 
thy love, and a greater delight in 
thy Divine Service, and a forward 
neſs to every good work. | 

And as thou haſt preſerved me hi- 
therto. this day : fo bleſs me the re- 
maining part of it. That indet- 
vouring f{incerely in all my deſigns, 
words, deſires and actions to approve 
my {clt to thee, as thy good and 
faithful ſervant, I may with a good 
conſcience preſent my ſelf before 


thee in the concluſion of it : and with | 


the greater cont:dence of thy gract- 
ous acceptance renew my pratſes and 
acknowledgements, and commend 
my ſelf to thy bleſſing, and hope for 
the continued protection of thy ho- 
ty Angels; through Chriſt Jeſus. To 
whom be glory for ever. Amen, 


= CE 
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A ſhorter to the ſame purpoſe. 


1 Proftrate my ſelt before thee, 0 
. Lord of heaven & earth, in all hu- 


mility | 


any time of the day. Fl5 


mility of ſoul and body. I acknow- 
ledge my dependance upon thee ; 
and thy conltant care and provi- 
dence over me, ever. {ince. I was 
born : particularly this day; in keep- 
ing me hitherto trom many dangers, 
and providing . for me. many. good : 
things; as well for the comtort. and 
pleature, as for the neceſſary = 
port of this preſent life. Eſpecially 
I thank thee for thy exceeding great * 
love in the Lord Jeſus ; through 
whom thou haſt given me good hope 
of . better enjoyments_ in. the life to 
come, by following that bleſſed ex- 
ample which he hath ſet us, of all 
W li doing, and contented ſuffering. 
It is all reaſon, O- Lord, that I 
ſhould love thee, and 1ntirely truft 
in thee, and moſt-willingly ſerve and 
obey thee, Accordingly I hereagain 
cedicate my felt both foul and body 
to thee, I'vow my {elf ever:to thy 
ſervice. I hope- ſtill in. thy. great 
mercies, which have been fo tender : 
and ſo abundant towards. me... I de- 
pend 
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pend upon thee, for what thou ſeeſt 
to be profitable for me. I refer my 
{lf abſolutely to thy wiſe Will; re- 
{olving to reſt contented and fatisf- 
ed in that condition 'wherein thou 
placeft me. I believe thou ordereſt 
all things in heaven and in earth; 
and takeſt the greateſt care of thoſe 
that wait upon thee, and commit 
themſelves unto thee, as l now do, 
in confidence of thy goodnels , and 
ſubmiſhon to thy pleaſure. Eſpect- 
ally I rely upon thee, for thy holy 


Spirit, to preſerve in me thele holy | 


purpoſes, and inſpire me continually 
with good thoughts, and ſtir up in 
me heavenly afte&tions, and increale 
and ſtrengthen my faith and hope in 
thee, i afſlift my indeavours to do 
according to my pious reſolutions. 


Bleſſed be thy great good- | 


neſs for what I have felt alres- 


dy : I thank thee for thy many 
itlaminations from. above ; tor thy 
grace ſo carly preventing me ; for 
the aſſiſtance and furtherance thou 


haſt 


— O—_ 


any time of the day. FI7 
haſt given me ; and the happy op- 


portunities I have met withal of im- 
proving my {elf in true wiſdom and 
gvodnels. It 1s the earneſt deſire of 
my ſoul to grow more in- both, and 
to be made perfectly like to my bleſ- 
ſed Lord' and Saviour. By whom 
all honour and glory be given to 
thee, O- Father Almighty , world 
without end. Amer. 


— — 


A Grace before Meat. 


ay—n_ 


E acknowledge thy goodneſs, O 

Lord, in making this [| plen- 

tiful.] proviſion for us, Pardon our 
ingratitude for thy former mercies. 
4nd bleſs us veith ſuch a diſcreet and 
thankful uſe of theſe thy good crea- 
tures, that they may not hinder. us in 
our duty , but better diſpoſe #s to do 
thee all faithful ſervice in our ſeveral 
places ; through our Lord and .Saut- 


our feſws Chrift, Amen. 
Or 


GRACES. 


. Or this. 


E lok np unto thee,O Lord,whs 
getveſt us life and breath, ans 
all things ; beſecching thee to forgive 
us all 'our fins, ana to make us ſuch 


thankful partakers of theſe thy good 


them our bodies may be refreſhed, and 
made more fit to accompany our ſoul, 
in hearty endeavonrs to do thee al 


aur Lord, Amen. 
Or this. 


E renew onr thankful acknow- 
leagements unto thee, 
Lord, for maxing again this merti 


of the leaſt of thy favours, Hal tly 
gracious. pardon likewiſe ; and ble, 
the ſober uſe of theſe thy creatures, t 
the Ftren2thaing of our frail bodies, 
And endue our ſouls with the grace if 
by 


creatures, that 'by a moderate ule of 


faithful ſervice , through. Teſus Chrij | 
| 


ful proviſion for us, who are unwortly | 


GRACES. 59 


thy holy Spirit , that we may return 
back unto thee the itrength we receive 


from them in well doing , and it may 


be as delightful as our meat and drink 
to do the will of thee our heavenly 
Father, through Jeſus Chriſt, &c. A- 
meltl. 


_—— 
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After Meat. 


E return unto thee, O Lord,our 

hearty thanks for theſe and 

all other the like mercies beftowed up- 
on us, ever ſince we had a being ; e- 
ſþccially for the promiſes thou hat gi- 
ven us of eternal life, Ly thy Son Chriſt. 
Enable us, we _ thee, to continue 
ſo patiently in all good works, that at 
laſt we may attain it. And bleſs thine 
Univerſal Church , _ Realms, 
the K ing, the © ucen, and all the Roy- 


al Family ; and grant ms thy grace, 
mercy, and peace, through Chrizt Fe- 
{s. Amen. 


Or 
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Or. thus. 


| gl be thy name, O Lord, fir 
our - continued health , and food, 
and raiment , and friends, and al 


other good things , whereby rhon main. | 


faineit the comfort of this preſent life, 
Above all we thank thee, for thy love 
in Chriſt Feſwus, and the hope thou hal 
given 5 by him, of better things In & 
other world : Unto which we be. 
ſeech thee to bring 1s by hearty obeds 
ence to thee all our days, Save thine 


Univerſal Church, &c. 


Or thus. 
E thank thee, O Lora, that we 


are alive, and that we livein 
health, and peace, a:d the enjoyments if 
all good things that are neeaful for the 
ſupport of this preſent life, and for the 
attainment of a better. Continue them, 
we pray thee, unto us: and continue in 
us ſuch a thankful ſeaſe of thy love, 
that we may live unto thee , by whm 


we live, Save thy Hnaiverſal Church, | 
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